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FADE IN
BEGIN TITLES
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
Chaos. People are running left and right. Distant civil
defense sirens. Filipinos grab their smartphones for the news.
Closer, church bells toll incessantly. Nearby and in the
distance. Ever louder. Alarm. There is an eccentric street
preacher who is reading from the King James Bible.
STREET PREACHER
Run ye to and fro through the streets
of Jerusalem, and see now, and know,
and seek in the broad places thereof,
if ye can find a man, if there be any
that executeth judgment, that seeketh
the truth; and I will pardon it.
(beat)
And though they say, The LORD liveth;
surely they swear falsely.
EXT/INT. MINI-VAN - ST. THERESE PRIVATE SCHOOL – DAY
A mini-van drives towards the school, carrying a worried
ISAGANI MORENO (34), his housemaid PRINCESS (50) and his
younger children DEBORAH (6), SARAH (4), REBECCA (1). Isagani
is in a business suit, he’s sober, practical and has calm
intelligent eyes. Someone who never imposes himself, but has a
natural sway over others. A banker.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
I will get me unto the great men, and
will speak unto them; for they have
known the way of the LORD, and the
judgment of their God: but these have
altogether broken the yoke, and burst
the bonds.
EXT. ST. THERESE PRIVATE SCHOOL – DAY
The mini-van stops and the door flies open.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
Wherefore a lion out of the forest
shall slay them, and a wolf of the

evenings shall spoil them, a leopard
shall watch over their cities: every
one that goeth out thence shall be
torn in pieces: because their
transgressions are many, and their
backslidings are increased.
EXT. ST. THERESE PRIVATE SCHOOL – DAY
The NUNS guard the school entrance. They look more than
concerned. They survey (especially) the sky and parking lot
before releasing three girls. MARY (13), EVE (10), and HANNAH
(8). They run to the van.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
How shall I pardon thee for this? Thy
children have forsaken me, and sworn
by them that are no gods: when I had
fed them to the full, they then
committed adultery, and assembled
themselves by troops in the harlots'
houses.
EXT/INT. MINI-VAN - ST. THERESE PRIVATE SCHOOL - DAY
As his daughters enter the van he calls their name and despite
the calamity they smile. Their father is assuring.
ISAGANI
Hannah, Eve, Mary.
EXT/INT. STREETS - MINI-VAN – DAY
Chaos. They drive through the streets of Manila. Isagani tries
to calm his family.
ISAGANI
So how was school today!
MARY
Dad, there’s a war!
EVE
Mom!
ISAGANI
Your mom can take care of herself.
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They are almost involved in a car wreck. The citizens are
panicking.
EXT. STREETS – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy;
but make not a full end: take away
her battlements; for they are not
the LORD's.
EXT/INT. MINI-VAN - STREETS – DAY
The family ride past a church. Many PEOPLE are going inside.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
They have belied the LORD, and said,
It is not he; neither shall evil come
upon us; neither shall we see sword
nor famine: And the prophets shall
become wind, and the word is not in
them: thus shall it be done unto
them.
EXT. OUR LADY OF REMEDIES PARISH - DAY
The family arrives at a different church.
ISAGANI
(to children)
Kids, I will come and fetch you
shortly. All right?
MARY
Dad.
ISAGANI
I’m going to go find out about mom.
Isagani parks the van at the church and the girls look at him
in dismay. He’s not coming with them?
A cruise missile flies low overhead.
Undaunted and following instructions, Princess gets out of the
van with Deborah, Sarah and Rebecca. The young ones are her
responsibility.
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EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of
hosts, Because ye speak this word,
behold, I will make my words in thy
mouth fire, and this people wood, and
it shall devour them. Lo, I will
bring a nation upon you from far, O
house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is
a mighty nation, it is an ancient
nation, a nation whose language thou
knowest not, neither understandest
what they say.
INT. OUR LADY OF REMEDIES PARISH
Eve and Hannah walk inside with Princess and the younger
girls. The church is already packed, especially with women and
children. The newcomers have to stand in the back. We hear the
prayers…
PARISHIONERS
(murmuring)
Save our country… Ensure Juan’s safe
return… Protect Admiral Cruz…
In the distance explosions roar. Mary and Eve startle. The
parishioners prayers falter for a moment, then continue more
fervently. The children pray as well.
EVE
Please protect mommy.
Mary leaves the church and Eve follows her. Everyone else
remains with Princess.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
And they shall eat up thine harvest,
and thy bread, which thy sons and thy
daughters should eat: they shall eat
up thy flocks and thine herds: they
shall eat up thy vines and thy fig
trees: they shall impoverish thy
fenced cities, wherein thou
trustedst, with the sword.
EXT. DOCK - NAVY HEADQUARTERS - DAY
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Isagani has reached the edge of the bay. He parks the van,
doesn’t get out. There are explosions far out on the bay and
more missiles zoom overhead.
A sputtering missile is headed toward the Navy headquarter
building. And people dive for cover. The engine finally cuts
out and the missile impacts the water just short of its
target. It explodes and water is thrown up in the air. It
lands on the van as Isagani looks out.
The street preacher is soaked with the water, stops only a
second and then continues to preach.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
For among my people are found wicked
men: they lay wait, as he that
setteth snares; they set a trap, they
catch men.
EXT. DOCK - NAVY HEADQUARTERS - DAY
Isagani gets out of the van and wants to enter the facility.
The guard at the gate has left and is out on the dock firing
hopelessly at the missiles flying inland overhead.
Mary and Eve have arrived. They’ve walked eight blocks.
MARY
Mama…
She looks at a distant amphibious warfare vessel, basically a
huge attack helicopter carrier. Isagani only glances.
ISAGANI
I don’t suppose I can persuade you to
stay in the van?
And he walks to the dock. Of course, they follow him.
EXT. SIDEWALK – MANILA – DAY
STREET PREACHER
A wonderful and horrible thing is
committed in the land;
EXT. DOCK / BEACH NEAR THE NAVEL HQ - DAY
On the dock, THIRTY PEOPLE (MOSTLY WOMEN) (and hundreds across
the full width of the waterfront) peer out at the bay. Some
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people use binoculars, telescopes. The roar of the explosions
gets more frequent. When Isagani reaches the dock with Mary
and Eve, winded, they see what all the other people see…
END TITLES
EXT. BATTLE OF MANILA - DAY
A TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY NAVAL BATTLE in full flare (CGI shot).
Around twenty CHINESE SHIPS (and fifty across the full width
of the Luzon coast) are barely visible through the big clouds
of powder-smoke - above all audible. Now and then explosions
and ships ablaze light up the fog. Several Philippine sailors
race up and launch ships to confront the enemy. They are late.
TITLE: Third Battle of Manila Bay (2026)
Isagani walks onto the dock and an AMATEUR ASTRONOMER offers
him the use of his telescope.
MAN
(points)
There!
Isagani looks.
Like a huge over-weight ghost, an aircraft carrier appears out
of the smoke and fog, far larger than the other ships.
INSERT: Silhouette of the FIVE MAN GROUP.
A fearful shudder goes through the crowd. Through the scope,
Isagani sees that the ship flies the Chinese flag.
The Chinese fighter/bombers appear rapidly and fire missiles
at a Philippines helicopter platform, which comes out of the
fog now. It’s the Philippine Navy's foremost amphibious
warfare ship and the newest defense acquisition.
Isagani reads the name:
INSERT: the silhouette of the BRP DAVAO DEL SUR.
BOY
Admiral Cruz!
The people encourage each other. The girls are allowed to look
through the telescope at their mother’s ship.
CROWD
Cruz... That is Cruz...
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The Chinese fire more missiles at the helicopters and at other
Philippine ships. The crowd holds its breath. Then two more
Chinese planes appear…
EXT. BRIDGE DECK – BRP DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
ADMIRAL MARTIN CRUZ (55) stands on deck. Cruz sees that he is
being defeated by the Chinese.
MARTIN CRUZ
Can we get some help here. Where are
they? Where the hell are they?
His captain, JOSEPH DE ÁLVAREZ (35), points in the distance.
Cruz peers through his spyglass.
Two recently launched Philippine helicopters are spinning out
of control and are about to crash into the bay. Two Coast
Guard ships flying the Philippine flag are burning. Two Air
Force planes from Luzan are shot down. Pilots are parachuting.
It’s FUBAR.
MARTIN CRUZ
Brave men!
Admiral tries to think what to do next. But then he sees that
the entire ship’s crew looks at him questioningly.
MARTIN CRUZ
Men, what do we do? Leave our women
and children to the Chinese reeducation camps? Or do we kick those
bloody communists back to their side
of OUR ocean? What do you say,
Navarro?
The old petty officer chuckles.
NAVARRO
To the death, Admiral Cruz.
(to the others)
Lolo!!!
[nickname meaning ‘grandfather’, transl.]
CREW
LOLO!!!
Captain Álvarez proudly smiles at Cruz.
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MARTIN CRUZ
(re: attack helicopters)
Launch the other aircraft.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Admiral.
Petty Officer Navarro speaks into a microphone. The flight
crews react to a signal. A second pair of helos are pulled out
onto the flight deck.
Airmen (and women) start the engines.
The ship comes nearer the Chinese carrier, which is much
larger. It’s David vs. Goliath.
MARTIN CRUZ
(softly, to Álvarez) God save us.
The Davao Del Sur and the Five Man Group fire their missiles
simultaneously. But they are near enough to use the old
fashion five-inch guns. Powder w/smoke. Small projectiles
whizzing by the heads of CHINESE OFFICERS. The Chinese
carrier’s Gatlin guns destroy the incoming Philippine
missiles. The Chinese missiles reach their target.
Major structural damage to the Philippine helicopter ship. The
flight deck of the Davao Del Sur breaks and tilts in an
unnatural position (120). The crew under the deck tries to
get away, but several sailors are crushed under the crashing
metal. And to make matters worse the ship begins to list
(another 10).
On the deck, Commander LUZVIMINDA “LUZ” DE MORENO (37) is in
one of the Wildcat helicopters and the aircraft is about to
slide off into the bay. Her restraint is not working properly,
she can’t exit. Her MALE CO-PILOT is loose and looks over.
It’s not good!
EXT. DOCK - MANILA - DAY
Anguished cries on the dock. People pray. Isagani restlessly
peers into the bay in search of some hopeful sign from his
wife’s smoking/burning ship.
EXT. BRIDGE – BRP DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
Admiral Cruz sees that the broken ship is finished and
launching the helos is not possible.
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MARTIN CRUZ
(points at two airmen)
Get them out of there! Abandon ship.
Co-Pilot pulls out a non-regulation Bowie knife and cuts her
belt, but she remains. She’s plotting something. The Chinese
carrier is directly in front of her.
A crew member throws a chain around the tail of Luz’s helo as
the other helo falls into the sea.
On the opposite side of the ship, the crew begins to fill
lifeboats.
Luz is looking through her viewfinder at the Chinese ship. The
ship is bobbing up and down. And the aim is only locked for
one-second then it’s not for four-seconds, as the wave action
moves the ship.
She hits a button, “Delay Detonation.” She pulls the trigger
and an anti-ship missile flys from beneath her helo. Her
copter is not airborne but rests on the deck. The missile is
heading toward the bridge of the Chinese aircraft carrier.
A Chinese bomb falls onto the Davao Del Sur and jolts
everyone. It causes Luz to pull the trigger early and the
missile flies into the water.
The Chinese Gatlin guns destroy the missile that was headed
for their bridge. And there is a celebration on the Chinese
carrier.
The Philippines crew is demoralized. Only Luz seems okay with
it. She appears curious what will happen.
But suddenly the second missile corrects itself and flies up
out of the water and slams into the side of the carrier.
Anguished cries on the Chinese Five Man Group. The electronics
bay of the Chinese supercarrier is pulverized by the missile
in a massive uproar. Electronics, weapons systems,
communication all destroyed.
Surprised, Cruz looks where the missile came from.
The co-pilot climbs back in the helo and buckles his seat.
CO-PILOT
How’d that happen?
COMMANDER LUZ
Raytheon.
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CO-PILOT
Smart missile.
COMMANDER LUZ
Worth every penny, if you ask me.
(to crew)
Load me up again.
The crew look at her in awe, but snap to it.
EXT. BRIDGE – BRP DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
Admiral Cruz has been watching.
MARTIN CRUZ
Delay that order.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Delay abandoning ship. Get back to
your battle stations.
MARTIN CRUZ
Flood the port compartments.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Sir, we’ll sink even faster.
MARTIN CRUZ
Yes, but we will sink level.
Álvarez looks at the sole remaining helo.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Ok, I see.
The sailors, who are not already in the water, return to their
battle stations.
EXT. FLIGHT DECK – BRP DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
The WEAPONS CREW has placed two more anti-ship missles under
Luz’s helo. They are fired in the same pattern… she locks on
to part of the enemy carrier but doesn’t pull the trigger
until the ship tilts so the missile will fly into the water.
Remember it’s a movie!
The Gatlin guns are nearly useless. The gun crews don’t have
time to react to the missiles as they fly up suddenly from the
water. Three of the four anti-ship missiles fired at the
Chinese impact.
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Two Philippine Coast Guard frigates arrive… and they harass
the other Chinese escort ships.
There is a huge effort to bring two torpedoes out onto the
flight deck. It takes eight men each to bring them up. And
it’s precarious.
INT. BRIDGE - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
MARTIN CRUZ
(to himself)
Luz… Very good, girl!
EXT. FLIGHT DECK - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
The weapons crew bringing the torpedoes seem not to notice the
bombs and bullets and the shards of metal flying around.
Two more Air Force planes from Luzon are shot down.
INT. BRIDGE - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
The ship is sinking but it’s beginning to right itself. The
captain, Álvarez, stands next to Admiral Cruz.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
This is lunacy.
MARTIN CRUZ
Why? Because she’s a woman?
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You can’t order anyone…
MARTIN CRUZ
As you can see I’ve not ordered
anyone to do anything.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Everything we’ve put into the air has
been downed.
MARTIN CRUZ
The best anyone hoped for was a tie,
but we can win this.
Admiral Cruz doesn’t listen to the captain. He watches the
crew load the torpedo.
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INT. FLIGHT DECK - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
Carrying 350 kg, the weapons crew step over two dead seamen
and nearly don’t reach the helo with the first torpedo.
A WOUNDED SAILOR motions for his CORPSMAN to go help rather
than attend to him. OTHER CREW MEMBERS, cooks, comes to their
aid. It is still a listing ship and there are holes in the
deck.
COMMANDER LUZ
(to the crew)
A torpedo?
WEAPONS CREW
Two of them. We’re out of the other.
Luz tries to launch the torpedoes but the computer refuses.
COMMANDER LUZ
(to co-pilot)
We will have to take off for that.
CO-PILOT
The ship is righting itself.
COMMANDER LUZ
It’s sinking.
She turns and give the thumbs up to Admiral Cruz. The co-pilot
throws a few switches. The engine revs… the rotors begin to
turn lift them off the deck.
A final Chinese missile flies into the Davao Del Sur bridge.
Everyone will be mortally wounded, including Admiral Cruz.
Luz’s WILDCAT takes off just at impact.
Fire and smoke and Luz looks back at the burning bridge. The
Davao Del Sur is sinking. She’s very low in the water.
EXT. DOCK - NAVY HEADQUARTERS – DAY
Isagani feels ill. He vomits. He tries to hide it from Mary.
ISAGANI
Maybe we should go home and wait?
Mary looks at Eve, who also looks ill.
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MARY
I think you’re right.
ISAGANI
(to Eve)
She’s okay.
MARY
Come, let’s fetch the little ones.
Eve shakes her head. They walk inland to the van.
EXT. PORT AREA - MANILA - DAY
Isagani comes walking back. He gets onto the van, he feels
another impulse to vomit but doesn’t.
MARY
You’re sick, daddy.
ISAGANI
Me?
MARY
Want me to drive?
ISAGANI
Not today, angel. People are just
crazy today.
EVE
I wanna go home and wait for mom.
ISAGANI
That’s were we’re going. To get
Princess and the kids and then go
home.
Isagani takes the wheel. Mary understands.
EXT. BRIDGE - DAVAO DEL SUR – DAY
Captain Álvarez runs over and drags a DEAD SEAMAN from on top
of the admiral, some debris. Álvarez kneels beside the
admiral.
Suddenly he hears furious torpedoes hit the Chinese ship. He
looks around searchingly.
Cruz is clearly dying but smiles. The only thing in the bridge
that hasn’t been destroyed is a CC monitor. Evidently, the
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engagement has been recorded. And even now, despite the
damage, we can see Luz’s helo returning to the helo carrier.
MARTIN CRUZ
(to Álvarez)
We gotta get this on CNN.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
(to Admiral Cruz)
There’s an entire department at the
navy office for that. Don’t worry.
Cruz is dying.
EXT. BATTLE - MANILA BAY - DAY
Luz puts two torpedoes in the carrier, but it’s so huge a ship
it probably will not sink. Both crews are silent as they
wonder about the battle’s end game.
EXT. FLIGHT DECK - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
The sailors cheer when the Chinese carrier finally turns to
the west. Slowly. Listing 10.
MARTIN CRUZ
Call all officers together. Quick.
Barely audible in the din of battle.
INT. WILDCAT HELO - CAMPAIGN DECK - DAY
Firing the torpedoes was relatively easy. Extricating
themselves proves nearly impossible. They’ve kicked the
hornet’s nest and the carrier’s escort ships unleash on them.
They are dodging left and right up and down trying to get back
to the Davao Del Sur.
Luz
Ten
the
the

sees one of the Coast Guard ships sink in the distance.
PHILIPPINES SAILORS jump into a fishing boat. Luz looks at
direction of the nearest land (Manila skyline) and then
Davao Del Sur to see if she could make it there.
LUZ
Straight home.
CO-PILOT
We’ll never make it. Go for Manila.

The co-pilot pulls out some optics.
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CO-PILOT
It’ll sink before we get there.
Luz looks puzzled. She doesn’t change course.
CO-PILOT
What? You want to land on a sinking
ship?!
He points at the firing Chinese ships. But Luz doesn’t even
hear him.
Luz’s helo nearly collides with a Chinese ship, camouflaged by
the fire and smoke. Luz weaves in and out, up and down. Low,
very low. She looks down at debris and floating corpses.
DROWNING MEN try to swim to the land, but Luz keeps flying,
undeterred.
EXT. FLIGHT DECK - DAVAO DEL SUR - DAY
The water is inches from the flight deck. Luz lands the helo
and runs up to the bridge. Álvarez curses.
Then he points at three seamen and then to a small scoop that
is off-loading the wounded.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You, you and you. Go with him!
Cruz lies on deck, mortally wounded but alive. The SURGEON
looks at Luz. His gaze says it all.
Luz kneels beside Cruz. Cruz smiles when he sees her.
Luz and the surgeon pick up the stretcher and they move Cruz
onto her helo. They are immediately in the air.
Cruz is half dead but reaches for a communication set. The
surgeon assists him.
MARTIN CRUZ
Luz... our hero.
LUZ
We’ll have you to the hospital in no
time.
But Cruz knows what is happening. He appears to be in a
different world already.
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MARTIN CRUZ
How is the battle...
LUZ
Don’t talk now.
Luz reaches back from her seat and takes his hand. It is
covered with blood.
MARTIN CRUZ
They left? The gentlemen politicians
will love that.
Admiral Cruz holds Luz’s hand tighter.
MARTIN CRUZ
These Chinese they will be back and
we will need a new admiral. You!
LUZ
Me? No, no, no. After this battle I’m
through with all this. I’m not…
MARTIN CRUZ
(interrupts)
Oh, I’m not saying right now. …
someone who doesn’t sail with all
winds, Luz. Stays on course… for your
country… your people. You can do
that.
He groans. Luz bites her lip.
MARTIN CRUZ
(looks up)
Don’t let them tell you no, Luz…
Don’t…
And he dies.
Luz continues to fly with the one hand.
For a moment she puts his hand on the shoulder of co-pilot,
who’s eyes are the size of golf balls. Clearly, he’s never
seen death this close and certainly not a heroic admiral…
Luz lands the helo. Seamen take their caps off and kneel. A
PRIEST meets them at the landing. Luz doesn’t exit.
The camera PULLS BACK and we see the NAVAL BATTLE in all its
destruction – the littered Bay and the burning city as well.
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TITLE “LUZ DE MORENO”
INT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO - DAY
Blue banners everywhere.
The New Hall. At the front is a giant seal of the SENATE. A
garland with six sampaguita buds, placed on both the left and
right side of the coat of arms. The twenty-four buds represent
the 24 Senate Districts of the Philippines at the time of the
seal's adoption (2024). There are 24 pillars holding up the
roof.
The banners of the major cities hang from the ceiling. And a
large flag with the Philippines white equilateral triangle,
but inside the triangle is the Senate seal. THE FLAG HAS
CHANGED!!! The presidential form of governmet has changed.
In the hall, SENATORS (24) from all over the country are
seated, parliamentary style.
In the front are a PRIME MINISTER JOSEPH POE (35),
a President pro tempore ROMAN LAUREL (74), a Secretary, and a
Sergeant-at-Arms.
ROMAN LAUREL
The new grand Senate of the
Philippines. Vested with both
executive and legislative power since
the presidential debacle.
ELITIST SENATOR #1
I can’t believe we open each session
with a statement of political
propaganda like that. Debacle!
ELITIST SENATOR #2
Some would say we brought it on
ourselves.
ROMAN LAUREL
The honorable President and Prime
Minister from Forbes Park, Makati
proper… Senate President Joseph Poe.
Joseph Poe gets up. Roman Laurel hands him the gavel. Joseph
takes it and bows gracefully. Civilized applause.
HOWEVER, one side of the room looks bitter. Two Senators
whisper under their breath.
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ELITIST SENATOR #1
I hate this parliamentary system. It
will bring about a civil war.
ELITIST SENATOR #2
You just hate looking your adversary
in the face.
ELITIST SENATOR #1
Well, there’s that too.
Prime Minister Poe looks aside to his brother, BAM POE (33),
who winks at him.
The benches are filled with senators. On one side we see the
REPUBLICANS (wearing RED buttons and sashes). They like the
new parliamentary system. On the other side, the EXECUTIVES
(wearing BLUE), many of whom wear a blue shirt. They would
rather return to the old presidential system.
The leader of the Blues, SENATOR SICAT (43), takes the floor.
Smart. Superior. And ideological to a fault.
SICAT
I think I speak on behalf of all the
Senators when I say that we are
pleased with our new Director of
Fisheries is a career farmer. Does he
know the difference between a Tuna
and an Adobo?
Furtive chuckles from the Blue benches.
SICAT
I for one will sleep better knowing
there’s a man in elected office who
might have appointed someone who
would look after the interests of ALL
Filipinos and BOTH parties. And not
just of his republican farmer
friends.
Outraged noise on the republican benches.
LAUREL
I assume that Director Torres does
stand above the parties?
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SICAT
I was thinking of the duly elected
President.
A REPUBLICAN SENATOR (40) gets up.
REPUBLICAN SENATOR
How can ANY president stand above the
parties? They never did and this one
he doesn’t even reach my armpits.
Laughter. But not from the Blues.
BLUE SENATOR #1
Take that back!
Pandemonium breaks loose. There is an old fashion fistfight.
Rather than fight, the republican leaders at the front sit.
Bam makes a yawning gesture towards Joseph. He smiles briefly.
ROMAN LAUREL
Order. ORDER!
It gets quieter. The men fighting are pulled away.
BAM POE
(to his brother)
Didn’t this happen yesterday?
JOSEPH POE
Yes, but it was the day-beforeyesterday.
Prime Minister Poe speaks to the entire room.
JOSEPH POE
Firstly, I am delighted that the
noble Senator Sicat enjoys a good
night's sleep.
Chuckles. Sicat bows gratefully.
JOSEPH POE
I’d hate to see him up here grumpy
and making everyone’s life miserable.
(beat)
Now to get back to your question. Our
world is getting bigger. We have two
thousand ships doing business around
Asia. And in trade we as Filipinos
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all work together. To negotiate a
good price and to help each other in
times of need. And it worked, did it
not? We ended the corruption and
intimidation. We found our niche in
the world. We are now an economic
power!
Murmurs of approval.
JOSEPH POE
I see from the newspapers that some
of the Senators, all entirely sitting
on this side of the room, own
fantastic homes. In fact, they’re
mansions.
Laughter.
JOSEPH POE
We don’t dislike you because you are
rich; we dislike you because you
don’t want anyone else to be rich.
More laughter. A Blue Senator wants to fight again, but he’s
urged to sit down.
JOSEPH POE
But let’s put the personal animosity
aside. We have a free-market economy
and we’re a republic. They hate our
being free. A freedom we paid for
with our own blood. Who hasn’t lost a
family member against the Chinese?
Murmurs of approval.
JOSEPH POE
I’d like to say its blue blood as
well as red. But it’s Filipino blood.
Murmurs of approval.
JOSEPH POE
In the eyes of the great superpowers,
our small island country has grown
too rich. Too successful. Too fast.
(beat)
That is why they will not give up
trying to control our historic
fishing grounds; their objective is
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to starve us into compliance with
their autocratic measures. Once
again, our fishermen are being
blocked by the Chinese. That is why
they try to thwart our fishing.
(beat)
But this is our country. And our
shipping…
CROSS-CUT with:
EXT. THE PHILIPPINES - DAY
Images of the country the Prime Minister is referring to: A
market where fish and rice are available in abundance and at a
reasonable price. Rich citizens shopping in the markets.
Fishermen bringing in their haul. Ships bringing in Toyotas,
computers, grain and rice.
JOSEPH POE
… A country where we create our own
happiness by going to sea. In our
villages and cities, on land and in
our ports, our families do better
when we’re away at sea.
Little kids eating their breakfast before school. The mother
cleaning the table when the kids grab their books and run out.
Children, with lots of energy, running to school.
JOSEPH POE
A country where we decide for
ourselves how we worship God.
(beat)
I’m livid. An edited Bible was
rewritten and distributed by the
Chinese government even has recently
recast the Gospel of John to say that
Christ admitted to be a sinner and
was guilty of murder.
Both sides murmur.
JOSEPH POE
And they’ve turned one of Jesus’s key
teachings on its head: After inducing
others not to cast stones at a woman
who has sinned, Jesus himself stones
her.
(long beat)
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And where no leader is more important
than the country itself…
EXT. MALACAÑANG PALACE - SANTOS - DAY
PRESIDENT ALEX SANTOS (27), the elected president, sits at his
desk. Doing nothing. Brooding. There is nothing to do; the
Constitution has been changed. The Senate now rules the
Philippines.
INT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO - DAY
At this remark, Sicat and the Blues tighten up briefly.
JOSEPH POE
We can only protect our freedom if we
are also willing to fight for that of
another.
We see the attentive faces of SENATORS listening. Some more
than others.
JOSEPH POE
We now are the bond that holds the
islands together. The roof of this
building is held up by the twentyfour pillars, gentlemen. Your freedom
is my freedom. A freedom I will
defend until my last breath.
The Red side of the room gets up to applaud Joseph. Sicat
applauds along with them, but not wholeheartedly. And the
Blues do not stand.
Filipino businesses are active. Stock market AND fish market.
END CROSS-CUT:
EXT. PORT - MANILA - DAY
A group of WIVES and GIRLFRIENDS look out over the bay.
Waiting on their men. There are five Philippine ships (CGI
shot), or what’s left of the Navy. Tugs are required. They are
heavily damaged. One of the men peers through optics: A patrol
boat is coming ashore delivering sailors to their families.
With an impatient Luz.
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EXT. STREETS - DAY
Luz looks at her watch, there isn’t a family waiting. She
grabs a motorcycle taxi and they hurry through the crowded
streets.
Red election signs and banners hang from many houses. Manila
is a republican stronghold.
EXT. ORPHANAGE – MANILA - DAY
Luz arrives at an orphanage. People smile and want to chat
with her, clearly she’s now a celebrity. But she walks past
them with a friendly smile.
She arrives at the front door just as Isagani and the entire
family exits. The nuns walk them to the front. They have a new
baby. Luz is overwhelmed. Isagani hands LEAH (1 month) to Luz.
MARY
We named her Leah.
ISAGANI
We didn’t know you’d be here. So we
went ahead. I hope that’s okay?
LUZ
Sure. Leah is a wonderful name.
Luz pulls out a present (a rattle) and they walk to the van.
Isagani opens the door.
INT. MINI-VAN – DAY
It’s crowded in the van. Seven daughters, husband and wife and
Princess.
LUZ
Wow. Another girl. Pretty soon we’ll
need a bigger vehicle.
MARY
Dad, tell her.
LUZ
What?
EVE
We’re buying a jeepney.
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ISAGANI
I’m negotiating for one. Yes.
LUZ
(slightly emotional)
Wow. Eighteen years ago, if someone
would tell me I’d need a jeepney to
get my family from one place to
another I wouldn’t have believed
them.
MARY
Dad, tell her!
ISAGANI
Okay, you’re not gonna do it for me?
EVE
It’s gonna be pink!!!
LUZ
For the girls?
ISAGANI
Well, it can be whatever color you
want. But sure.
MARY
If that’s what we want.
EVE
And that’s what we want.
LUZ
Can we?
ISAGANI
(a banker’s joke)
I work at a bank. Of course, we can.
They don’t care what color it is, so
long as we make the payments.
INT. MORENO HOUSE - MANILA – EARLY MORNING
Three of the kids are looking at the closed bedroom door.
MARY
Leave them alone.
HANNAH
Why? I wanna see the baby.
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MARY
Mom needs to sleep. She just fought a
war.
Hannah pouts.
INT. BEDROOM - MANILA – EARLY MORNING
We see Luz’s happy face.
ISAGANI
Luz?
An EMPTY CRADLE. But we hear the rattle.
Isagani turns and looks at the spot next to him in the bed.
There is little Leah between them. Smiling. Happy baby.
ISAGANI
You are beautiful. You know for a
woman with a new baby, and fought a
war, you look marvelous.
Luz still doesn’t look at him.
LUZ
Ha! Ha! I look awful.
Baby is wearing the rattle out.
LUZ
I feel a whole lot better already. I…
ISAGANI
My personal hero.
She chuckles. Leans over the baby and kisses her.
LUZ
Poor man. My dear Isagani.
ISAGANI
I’m okay. Don’t worry about us.
For a moment they lie side by side silently. The baby giggles.
We hear sounds from the street outside.
ISAGANI
How long will you stay?
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LUZ
As long as you want. I told them to
get somebody else.
ISAGANI
You didn’t?
LUZ
Sounds incredible?
ISAGANI
Really? Hmm.
LUZ
They pay too little.
ISAGANI
But what about the Chinese?
Isagani smiles suspiciously.
LUZ
The Chinese will keep quiet for the
time being. We can pick up our own
lives again.
She rubs his hand.
LUZ
At last, we’ll be able to give
Princess a vacation.
ISAGANI
I’m not sure she wants one.
LUZ
I miss cooking for our girls.
ISAGANI
Good thing I ordered some additional
chickens. Delivered.
He caresses her.
LUZ
All the meals that I missed. All the
years you were at it alone and that I
wasn’t there when…
She says nothing. Stares ahead.
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LUZ
And they didn’t have any boys?
ISAGANI
A boy?
Isagani can’t restrain her frown any longer.
ISAGANI
Maybe next time?
LUZ
I’m not going to leave again. I’m
staying here with you and the girls.
They embrace.
(TIME-LAPS)
INT. BEDROOM - MANILA – LATE MORNING
Luz and Isagani are asleep. The baby is in the cradle. Luz
wakes up with a groan.
Camera PULLS BACK TO REVEAL:
Hannah is picking up the baby.
Deborah and Sarah begin jumping up and down on the bed.
HANNAH
Sleepy head. Sleepy head.
LUZ
(theatrically)
Ooooh... be careful.
Isagani laughs. Now we see Eve and Mary in the doorway. Mary
wants to take the baby from Hannah. Hannah resists. Unspoken
concern that an eight-year old will drop the baby.
MARY
I’m sorry. The chicken came. I went
to the door.
EVE
(re: Hannah)
We couldn’t stop her.
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LUZ
We’re awake.
Isagani smiles. Luz draws Hanna towards her. She hugs Hannah
and the baby.
HANNAH
Mom, you smell funny.
ISAGANI
That’s seaweed.
HANNAH
Well, you need a bath.
LUZ
(mocking Hannah)
I need a bath? “Please no.”
HANNAH
Mom!
LUZ
Well, that’s what you say.
Isagani chuckles.
LUZ
Why do I need a little boy when I
have you?
ISAGANI
She’s getting better about taking a
bath, since you’ve been gone.
LUZ
Well, good! All my daughters are
always clean.
Luz chuckles.
MARY
(to Luz)
Can I cook the chicken, mum?
LUZ
(to Mary)
I’ll get up.
(to Hannah)
Can I have Leah?
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Luz’s phone rings.
HANNAH
First the phone! First the phone!
Luz looks at Mary quizzically. Can she take the baby?
MARY
I can take her.
Luz answers the phone.
Isagani and Luz look at each other.
TITLE: New Senate Hall - Fort Bonifacio
EXT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO - DAY
A busy, stately government building. SUVs (3) line up to drop
off Senators. Seriously increased security. The president
isn’t in charge of the government anymore. Now it’s the
Senate.
One of the vehicles stops in front of the NEW HALL. We see a
pair of dress shoes get out…
INT. PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE - NEW SENATE BUILDING
Prime Minister Joseph Poe sits at his desk working his way
through an enormous pile of email correspondence. There’s a
din outside, but Poe doesn’t pay attention to it. He sends an
email by a click of the mouse. He gives a stack of letters
he’s signed with a pen to his secretary, SAM DEL VALENCIA
(29).
JOSEPH POE
The first ten are ready to be mailed.
Del Valencia nods and starts taking them out to his desk.
Joseph’s wife, NENITA POE (29), enters. People mistake her
cheerfulness for superficiality. She is sharp and intuitive.
NENITA POE
Almost done?
They kiss each other, obviously in love.
JOSEPH POE
Someone else is coming.
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NENITA POE
There are only 24 hours in a day,
Joseph.
JOSEPH POE
This one is very important.
NENITA POE
They’re all important.
She kisses him again.
At that moment an elegantly dressed navy officer enters. It is
JUAN CRUZ (32), the son of deceased Admiral Cruz. Young Cruz
has the axiomatic arrogance of the noble. He feels entitled.
JUAN CRUZ
Mr. Prime Minister.
JOSEPH POE
Mr. Cruz. I don’t believe we had an
appointment.
JUAN CRUZ
No. I thought I’d speed things up a
little.
He sits down uninvited. Joseph nods to Nenita. She leaves with
Del Valencia. Cruz takes off his white gloves but leaves his
hat on. A Navy man will ALWAYS remove his hat indoors.
JOSEPH POE
After the funeral of your father, I
never had the opportunity to
personally…
JUAN CRUZ
(interrupts)
You’re looking for someone to replace
my father.
JOSEPH POE
That is our intention.
JUAN CRUZ
Maybe you aren’t aware, but… the
fleet only accepts one person as the
new admiral.
JOSEPH POE
And who might that be?
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JUAN CRUZ
My blood is his blood, Mr. Poe. The
blood of Lolo. Perhaps that is
difficult for you to understand, but…
JOSEPH POE
I understand that the admiral was a
father figure to his men, a Lolo, as
you call it. But Lolo is a title of
respect. And that is something you
need to earn, it isn’t something you
get at birth.
JUAN CRUZ
It’s science. Genetics. Because
heroes breed heroes, Mr. Poe. That’s
how Navy people see it and that’s how
it always will be. All the politics
in the world can’t change that.
EXT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO
Luz walks to the building. She is nervous and ill at ease in
this new Senate building – the new seat of Philippine power.
She sees a long posh official Navy vehicle before the door. On
the door:
INSERT: A Philippine Navy Seal
But on the bumper is clearly a red bumper sticker. More rules
broken. The military should be 100% neutral.
LUZ
Cruz.
INT. RECEPTION ROOM - NEW SENATE BUILDING
Luz waits. Then the door opens. Luz gets up when Cruz comes
downstairs.
CRUZ
Moreno! Thank you for trying to help
my father. You always served us well.
I want you with us.
He walks away. A messenger comes to fetch Luz.
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INT. PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE - NEW SENATE BUILDING
Luz takes off her hat. Joseph shows her a seat and sits down
as well. Luz is ill at ease and can’t find a comfortable
position. By contrast, Joseph crosses his legs comfortably.
Smiles.
JOSEPH POE
Commodore Moreno. I hear good things
about you.
LUZ
You read the newspapers? Of course
it’s your job.
The Prime Minister chuckles.
JOSEPH POE
They want you to be the first female
Admiral.
LUZ
You mean vice admiral. Under Juan
Cruz?
JOSEPH POE
Under me. And the Minister of
Defense.
LUZ
… and Cruz?
JOSEPH POE
No. We want you! Only you.
LUZ
You can’t skip two ranks like that.
Prime Minister Poe is stunned.
JOSEPH POE
You’re for restoring the president?
LUZ
I’m not anything. I’m a naval
officer.
JOSEPH POE
Well. The power to do that now rests
with us. A president might not want
to do that, but I think we will.
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LUZ
I’m not aware of any movement to
hoist up a new guard.
JOSEPH POE
The Chinese aren’t biding their time,
that carrier wasn’t sunk.
LUZ
We certainly tried.
JOSEPH POE
I know you did.
(beat)
Commodore Moreno. We must build our
fleet now. Repair and modernize.
LUZ
But I haven’t nearly enough years of
service to…
JOSEPH POE
You are one of the most experienced
(battle tested) people in our fleet.
LUZ
As a regular sailor, yes. The other
officers wouldn’t listen to me.
JOSEPH POE
In that case, we’ll make them listen.
LUZ
With all due respect, but… I’m
working class. My husband and I both
have worked our way to where we are.
JOSEPH POE
Even better!
LUZ
You can’t simply appoint someone like
me as admiral of the fleet. That’s
not how it works. Sailors are
conservative.
JOSEPH POE
Well, frankly they aren’t in charge
of this country either. We live in
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the 21st century, Commodore Moreno!
Everything is possible!
LUZ
Wait a minute. Stop. This is...
ridiculous.
JOSEPH POE
It’s not. It’s totally within our
power.
LUZ
Did you ever think this might even
hurt the position of women? You are
setting it up men vs. women.
Prime Minister Poe laughs, surprised. He tries to fathom Luz.
Luz feels uncomfortable.
JOSEPH POE
It’s not women vs. men.
LUZ
The election.
JOSEPH POE
Yes, there is an election; there’s
always an election. But the fleet
should be led by someone the Senate
trusts. It’s a national security
thing.
LUZ
(cautious)
Of course.
JOSEPH POE
Well?
LUZ
I’m not going back to sea again.
Thank you for your confidence, but…
Luz gets up.
LUZ
These last fifteen years I’ve been at
home for perhaps six months. Just
long enough to have a baby and return
to duty.
(beat)
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You’ll find someone else.
Prime Minister Poe is stunned.
JOSEPH POE
You really mean it?
LUZ
I can’t be a political tool. In this
political atmosphere, no way.
JOSEPH POE
I won’t find anyone better than you,
Commodore. I’ll never succeed at
that.
LUZ
Of course, you will. We live in the
21st century!
And she’s about to leave.
JOSEPH POE
I was going to ask you if you would
come to lunch with me and my wife.
At the door, Luz nods to Nenita, who enters just at that
moment.
LUZ
I have seven kids, I need to take
care of them.
NENITA
Oh, really? Seven! I heard they were
all girls. Come eat with us. I’d like
to hear about them.
Nenita smiles at Luz questioningly. Nenita’s job will be to
smooth things over and bring Luz around to agreement. Nenita
is all ethos and Prime Minister Poe is all logos.
INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - MANILA - DAY
CAMERA: Long shot. Luz sits with Prime Minister Poe and his
wife. She looks uncomfortable and the wait for the food is
odd. Finally, Luz’s persuaded to take out her phone and show
photos of the children. (TIME LAPS)
Luz leaves the restaurant with a box with SEVEN desserts.
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Prime Minister Poe says little but pays.
TITLE: Battle of Kalayaan Island (2027)
EXT. OPEN OCEAN – WEST PHILIPPINE SEA - DAY
The fleet sails on the high seas.
ADMIRAL/GENERAL DEL BILIRAN-ONGLATCO (71), a noble land
officer, is still in his army uniform. He throws up over the
railing.
RADAR OPERATOR
General, sir. Enemy Fleet on screen!
CAPTAIN GUINTO (40) walks to the general, who wipes his mouth
clean.
They walk back inside.
The sailors are there quickly with a water hose and wash the
vomit over the side.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral. The Chinese.
General Biliran-Onglatco nods.
GENERAL ONGLATCO
Ready the… Ready the… artillery.
RADAR OPERATOR
Forty-three miles and closing, sir!
Onglatco turns around and throws up again. This time inside
the bridge. Sailors are there quickly with a mop. They seem to
be following him around.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
(to radio)
Prepare to launch.
The sailors put missiles in the tubes.
In the distance, THE CHINESE FLEET.
INT. TELEVISION – HOUSE – EARLY MORNING
CROSS-CUT with:
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On the television news, Luz sees the destruction with her own
eyes:
Shipwrecks far at sea, still smoking.
DOZENS OF WOUNDED standing on a reef. Everywhere SCREAMING and
MOANING.
NEWS READER
Their ship having been sunk, they’ve
managed to swim to a reef, which at
high tide puts them in knee-high
water. Journalist are trying to help
the men but there isn’t enough room
to evacuate them all. The navy isn’t
anywhere to be found.
WOMEN cry. A SURGEON saws off a leg. Has managed to amputate
at low tide.
MANILA: WIDOWS cry over the BODY BAGS filled with DEAD MEN.
SEA: Smaller sharks cruise around at high tide.
MANILA: A PRIEST prays with a group of parishioners.
Isagani and the children are watching TV beside Luz. Luz
averts Hannah’s eyes.
A wounded sailor is being interviewed.
SAILOR
All this is the fault of that
parliament, of that dimwit and his
republican friends.
Other sailors nod in agreement.
SAILOR
We should send them to sea. Just to
see how long they’d last.
Isagani takes Luz’s hand.
ISAGANI
It isn’t your fault.
Luz can’t bear to look at the TV and peers into the kitchen.
ISAGANI
So go.
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LUZ
I have shore duty, supervising the
reserve units. AND I made you all a
promise.
ISAGANI
It won’t help to stay home if there
isn’t going to be any home.
She looks at him to see if he means it. Sees him hide his
insecurity. Then she looks at the kitchen again.
HELICOPTER: A breath of wind blows past Luz. For a moment she
doesn’t hear the talking heads and the tragedy on TV. She
feels the wind in her hair - as if a higher power touches her
for a fleeting moment.
CROSS-CUT ends:
INT. NEW HALL - NEW SENATE BUILDING - DAY
Great unrest among the senators. Senator Sicat does most of
the talking. Joseph Poe listens to it all looking pale. Every
word is a knife.
SICAT
We’ve lost twenty-five ships. Three
thousand men are dead and two
thousand were abandoned on the high
seas by the Chinese. Good men who
wanted to fight for their country,
drowned and eaten by sharks. Honest
men who trusted their Prime Minister.
Who put their lives in HIS hands.
He points at Joseph Poe. An uproar breaks out.
LAUREL
Order! Order!
In the wings, Bam Poe looks on anxiously.
SENATOR SICAT
But do you think this is the end of
it? Do you really think that?
These words make an impression. The whispers cease.
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SENATOR SICAT
The Vietnamese are now preying on our
fishing grounds. And we can’t count
on the Japanese to changed their
Constitution to help us, and the
Iranians can’t wait to take over the
Southern Philippines. What are we
going to do against this? We need a
STRONG leader.
(murmurs of approval)
Someone who is taken seriously by the
other Asian nations.
DE LAUREL
That President of yours? He’s only a
hundred-peso mayor! A singer and a
celebrity.
The republicans laugh.
DEL TORRES
Yes, are we even sure that President
Santos is a man, and not a teen? I
hear he loves the anime more than
military strategy.
Applause and bravos from the republicans. Sicat immediately
draws his fists up but is stopped by his political party.
The sergeant-at-arms steps up.
JOSEPH POE
Gentlemen! Gentlemen! Let’s keep it
civilized.
(to Sicat)
Do you have a concrete proposal?
SENATOR SICAT
I propose that we appoint the highly
honored Juan Cruz, son and heir of
our greatest naval hero, as admiral!
The Senators that support returning to a strong executive
support this loudly. Prime Minister Poe will not agree.
EXT. RELIEF MAP - LUNETA - ERMITA - DAY
Nenita, Joseph and Bam walk in the historic urban park, past
the ‘Relief Map’, of the Philippine Islands. CAMERA: Zoom in
on the Tañon Strait (it’s the spot where Cruz will distinguish
himself).
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NENITA POE
You don’t mean to say they are still
thinking of that dimwit southerner?
BAM POE
We haven’t lost power YET.
Joseph remains silent. Bam and Joseph look at each other.
NENITA POE
In that case invite that Commodore
Moreno over for dinner. At that
lunch, I thought with a bit of time…
she might come around.
Joseph looks at his wife in surprise.
NENITA POE
But this time ask her husband to join
her.
EXT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
Isagani and Luz look in amazement at the tastefully decorated
but middle-class house of Joseph Poe.
ISAGANI
They live like we do.
LUZ
It’s a façade. He’s a politician like
the others.
Hearing his wife, Isagani now shows he is ill at ease and
walks inside with some reluctance.
INT. FRONT ROOM - PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
Joseph and Luz stand opposite each other somewhat awkwardly.
JOSEPH POE
(to Isagani)
My wife, Nenita. Sweetheart... these
are...
NENITA POE
The Commodore and her husband. Yes.
Happy to know you.
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JOSEPH POE
(to Luz)
Well. Are you hungry?
LUZ
A bit.
JOSEPH POE
Right. Of course.
Silence. Joseph doesn’t know what to say. Then Nenita enters
with a toy soldier and hands it to Isagani.
NENITA POE
Joseph. So what is the delay? Get on
with your business so we can eat.
JOSEPH POE
Yes, okay…
ISAGANI
(to Luz)
Good idea.
The Prime Minister leads Luz to an office.
NENITA POE
They tell me that you collect toy
soldiers.
ISAGANI
I do…
NENITA POE
I do too.
ISAGANI
(re: toy soldier)
Well, this is a gem!
(startled by his own words)
Oh. Excuse me.
NENITA POE
It is a gem. It’s for you.
ISAGANI
Seriously? There aren’t any rules
about that?
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NENITA POE
Nope. I have a friend in Russia,
actually, he sent me a case.
ISAGANI
It’s Russian?
NENITA POE
They make the BEST toy soldiers.
ISAGANI
I can see that.
They both laugh. Joseph and Luz look at each other somewhat
awkwardly.
NENITA POE
Come on, I’ll show you my collection.
Come.
The Nenita leads Isagani to a library (half books and half
two-inch soldiers).
INT. DINING ROOM - PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
NENITA POE
(to Joseph)
I hope you took care of everything,
so the meal isn’t disrupted.
PRIME MINISTER
It’s complicated. So possibly not.
NENITA POE
Politics and pizza don’t mix.
PRIME MINISTER
But we won’t interrupt your meal.
NENITA POE
Thank you, dear.
(to the guests)
Wine? Or beer?
Joseph smiles at Luz. (TIME-LAPSE)
The table is strewn with empty plates, one wine bottles, four
beer bottles.
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INT. FRONT ROOM - PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
Isagani and Nenita are back examining the hundreds of toy
soldiers. Isagani enjoys the conversation but realizes that in
the next room his family’s future is being negotiated.
Luz and Joseph have a lively conversation.
LUZ
We need more ships with the updated
missile capability. The larger the
ship, the bigger a target it is. We
need faster not bigger.
JOSEPH POE
Otherwise, there’s no need to talk
further?
LUZ
If we could put a Harpoon missile in
a canoe I’d take that.
JOSEPH POE
I see. Interesting.
Joseph notes everything in a BLACK NOTEBOOK.
JOSEPH POE
Blues want bigger targets. Fine.
LUZ
But they should be agile and not lie
too deep. No clumsy deep-draft ships.
I can’t do anything with those.
JOSEPH POE
We’ll see to it. What else?
LUZ
(taken aback briefly)
Err... The crew should be paid
better.
JOSEPH POE
Higher wages. Taken care of.
LUZ
Disability.
(beat)
Death Gratuity.
(beat)
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If they die, they might leave a
family behind.
Joseph notes more items in a BLACK NOTEBOOK.
LUZ
And your parliament divided as they
are… they’ll agree?
JOSEPH POE
Leave that to me.
LUZ
And now the ships waiting to be
repaired, sink them. They’re now
worth repairing.
JOSEPH POE
That’s a crying shame.
LUZ
Artificial reefs, good for the
fishermen of course, but if done in
strategic locations, they can be
valuable.
JOSEPH POE
You want to use sunken ships? Good
plan.
He writes it down.
LUZ
That won’t cost money so much, you
know.
JOSEPH POE
Sicat on.
Luz feels uncomfortable. Joseph gives an opportunity to say
no.
JOSEPH POE
What else?
LUZ
The naval battles. They’ve probably
been reading our codes.
(beat)
In fact, I’m sure of it.
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JOSEPH POE
We need to change it then.
LUZ
No, we should probably just use it
against them. Feed them
misinformation.
JOSEPH POE
Apparently, you already suggested
something about a new code.
LUZ
The Chinese have been working with
high-speed computers to decrypt
messages for years.
JOSEPH POE
So they can listen in on their own
people.
LUZ
Well, they listen to us too.
JOSEPH POE
So?
Joseph smiles.
LUZ
My oldest daughter knows a kid at her
school. He wrote an app… the
American’s wanna buy it from him,
because…
JOSEPH POE
It’s secure?
LUZ
He says the CIA is pissed about it.
And I believe him. He recorded them.
Luz pulls out her cell phone and plays it for the PM. (TIMELAPSE)
LUZ
Ta-da.
The PM is impressed.
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JOSEPH POE
They sound like they work for the US
government.
LUZ
That’s a lot of money even for hightech.
JOSEPH POE
Poor kid. It’s worth hundreds of
millions.
LUZ
They can’t crack the code.
JOSEPH POE
And if the Americans can’t then
probably the Chinese can’t either.
Joseph and Luz chuckle at the same time in EXACTLY the same
manner. The PM can hardly hold his laughter.
JOSEPH POE
Well, Commodore. What do you think?
Are you going to do the job for us?
Or do you have any other demands?
LUZ
A civilian air force. Every private
plane in the country fueled and ready
to go at a moments notice.
JOSEPH POE
Private planes?
LUZ
To fly interference. Wars now are
about radar and missiles. Nothing we
can do about that but adapt. And
confuse.
Luz has Joseph cornered. Luz’s glance crosses Isagani’s as the
spouses return. They both know what is being asked of the
civilian pilots. Joseph contemplates that issue but writes it
down. His agreement.
EXT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO - DAY
The entire Moreno family arrives in a pink Jeepney. It is
obvious the girls have decorated it by painted flowers and

46

unicorns. Sun and rainbows. Stick figures of the entire family
decorate the back.
INT. RECEPTION ROOM - NEW SENATE BUILDING
The entire family and a number of officers and veterans (many
amputees) look on as Luz is sworn in as Admiral by the Prime
Minister before the entire assembly. Cruz looks on in disgust.
JOSEPH POE
“I, Luzviminda Moreno...”
LUZ
I, Luzviminda Arbues Moreno...
JOSEPH POE
“Promise to remain faithful to the
New Republic of the Philippines...”
While we hear the oath, there’s a CROSS-CUT with scenes of
war:
Back in the New Hall:
JOSEPH POE
My lords... your new admiral.
Luz bows. And gets applause.
BEGIN PREPARATIONS MONTAGE
INT. NAVAL HQ - LUZ
Luz and other officers are bent over a chart. Luz points out
strategic positions. Choke-points where the ships are to be
sunk.
EXT. MANILA BAY - DAY
Five large, heavily damaged, SHIPS are hauled to sea by tugs
and they are sunk. Luz is on a tug. She is pointing and hands
out instructions. Later there will be Army, Navy and Air Force
target practice until the ships skink.
INT. GAME ROOM
Luz and his officers are in a dark room with an X box… playing
World of Warships. Before them, on a computer, lie dozens of
virtual ships in various formations. She’s pointing and
critiquing their choices.
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EXT. SEA – PHILIPPINE PATROL BOAT - DAY
There is a FOREIGNER (European or American) who probably
represents a defense company. Luz signals a seaman.
LUZ
Fire!
Nothing happens. The missile malfunctions. Luz looks angrily
at the foreigner. She’s going to lecture him for days!
INT. GUN DECK - DAY
A petty officer drills gunners with conventional weapons. Luz
looks on. Dissatisfied. She seems to have some choice words.
END PREPARATIONS MONTAGE
INT. ADMIRAL’S FLAGSHIP - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Three Senators sit silently in a darkened ship’s cabin. They
don’t look happy.
INT. FISHING BOAT - DAY
President Santos is a handsome, still fairly young man. He has
been a celebrity; but around political men he’s shy,
introverted, and clearly nervous. He perspires. His aide and
childhood friend YUJUICO (29) looks at the republicans.
SANTOS
Will they even see me?
YUJUICO
It’s all been arranged.
SANTOS
We’ll see.
EXT. ADMIRAL’S FLAGSHIP – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Three Senators walk to the rail. They join a reception
committee stands and waits: the brothers Poe, Luz Moreno and
Cruz. Cruz is playing both-sides but today always clearly
sucking up to the republicans for promotion. No one is
climbing down but Luz.
SENATOR #1
Who’s idea was this?
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SENATOR #2
The Admiral. This is her ship.
SENATOR #1
He’s in a fishing boat. And it looks
like he swam here. Look at that
sweat.
SENATOR #2
I can’t believe the President has
lowered himself. To this!
SENATOR #3
What do you expect? The Parliament
has defunded the office. The boat
belongs to the grand-father of his
aide.
SENATOR #1
Are we paying for that aide?
SENATOR #3
I don’t believe we are.
SENATOR #2
His last security guard left
yesterday.
Everyone raises their eyebrows.
INT. FISHING BOAT - DAY
Yujuico keeps silent patiently.
SANTOS
(tidies his clothes)
How do I look?
Yujuico reassuringly puts his hand on Santos’s lapel.
YUJUICO
You’re the President. All of the
Philippines elected you.
Santos steps onto the harbor patrol boat.
EXT. NAVY HARBOR PATROL BOAT – DAY
Luz is no longer on her flagship but she’s gone down to greet
the President. It’s very cordial. Luz even greets the aide.
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LUZ
President Santos.
SANTOS
Admiral Moreno!
LUZ
You are so young.
SANTOS
The new Constitution. A new lower age
qualification. I’m sure the
republicans thought the people would
elect an immature loon.
LUZ
I’m aware.
SANTOS
But here I am. Not a loon at all.
LUZ
Well, I’m very happy to have you on
board. I’m honored.
SANTOS
Actually, you have no idea how happy
I am to meet you… You are our great
naval hero.
LUZ
Well, it’s my pleasure.
SANTOS
Do you think I’ll be safe with so
many republicans up there on the
rail.
LUZ
Are you actually afraid?
SANTOS
Well, frankly. I am.
LUZ
I’m sorry. Nothing will happen to you
here.
SANTOS
It’s just the country is on edge.
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LUZ
Climb up. I’ll introduce... you to
the Prime Minister and Vice-Admiral
Cruz.
President Santos gives them a goofy wave. He’s nervous and
intimidated.
Santos nearly falls walking up the ramp.
They reach the top and pause. Santos is awkward. Frightened of
his enemies - the brothers Poe. Long beat.
EXT. ADMIRAL’S FLAGSHIP - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
The political leadership is on the main deck of the admiral’s
ship.
Luz is on the phone… and almost immediately marines arrive
with side-arms (pistols). Two stand on the main deck; two
descend to the fishing boat.
Yujuico is frightend by the sailors who arrive with sidearms.
He looks ill at ease until Luz whispers something in his ear.
But Santos is excited about what’s about to happen.
When they walk to the far side of the ship, they see a
spectacular sight (CGI SHOT): the brand new PHILIPPINES “FAST”
FLEET. Hundreds of Corvettes, patrol boats, fast attack craft,
lined up and ready.
Luz nods and magically they speed by rapidly. They fire a
blank (salute) and the crew cheers them from every ship they
pass. The flagship fires a salute in return. For every one red
banner, the sailors fly four blue banners.
Luz gives orders but it's too late… the politicians see the
banners.
LUZ
Have them take down those damn
banners.
The staff communicates but a patrol boat drives near enough to
be heard. A homemade blue banner flying.
CREW
Hurray for Blue! Hurray for the
President!
They rapidly fire two volleys.
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Joseph and Bam look at each other, slightly worried. (TIMELAPS)
Luz points at the finale, brand-new ship, which speeds up in
all its glory.
LUZ
Our most deadly ship. The BRP White
Beach. Eight harpoon missiles but
only 24 meters. You republicans like
that number? It was supposed to be 23
meters but someone interfered.
The entire group of republicans deny it.
LUZ
And don’t think I don’t know which
one of you is responsible.
Santos chuckles.
SANTOS
Fascinating, isn’t it, Rafi?
Rafi Yujuico nods uncertainly.
SANTOS
A marvel of modern technology, I
hear.
BAM POE
Really, what the hell would you know
about it? Moron.
Luz gives Bam a dirty look. She looks at the PM and the PM
whispers something to his brother. Bam pouts.
EXT. ADMIRAL’S FLAGSHIP - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Luz leads the President and Prime Minister around the ship.
LUZ
Three decks. Eight. Six attack
helicopters, two rescue copters. But
only 9,600 tons. 220 crewmen.
SANTOS
Bravo. Bravo, Admiral!
Santos looks at Luz. She is THE Master and Commander.
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Cruz bites his lip because he doesn’t get any attention.
Inspired by the sailor’s show of support the Santos inspects
the crew. He sticks near the president.
SANTOS
Nice hair.
(beat)
Oh, what shiny shoes.
The republicans chuckle.
Cruz begins to whispers what to say to Santos. Cruz is
actually a Blue. There is a moment when they can speak
quietly.
SANTOS
Why are you helping me?
CRUZ
I’m actually on your side.
SANTOS
You are wearing a red sashe.
CRUZ
And there is a red bumper sticker on
my…
(beat)
I can’t help you I don’t appear to be
a republican.
SANTOS
Okay, I understand.
The inspection resumes.
A bit further on, Luz is handed a radio communication by a
messenger. She reads the message and beckons the Prime
Minister.
LUZ
(to Santos)
Please excuse me.
She walks to the PM. Cruz immediately takes the president
aside.
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CRUZ
I apologize. Actually, it’s very
brave of you that you are here, all
alone among those republicans.
SANTOS
They are in the minority here, I
would think. And it seems we have all
the guns.
CRUZ
Yes, the soldiers and the sailors
both love you. But the brothers Poe
are not your only enemy.
SANTOS
No?
Cruz nods in the direction of… Luz. Santos looks at him in
surprise.
Luz shows the Prime Minister the communication.
LUZ
The Chinese fleet has put out to sea.
JOSEPH
(reading)
Four squadrons?
Joseph lets the news sink in. Then he looks at Santos, who is
standing a bit further on, unwittingly.
Word is passed and Santos too rapidly boards his fishing boat.
He’s not personally the bravest of men. Luz gestures for the
four marine guards to go with him.
The PM notices and considers it. The PM slowly, calmly, leaves
for shore on the Navy harbor patrol boat.
The battle is about to begin.
TITLE: Fourth Battle of Manila Bay (2028)
EXT. MANILA BAY - AFTERNOON
From above, (CGI SHOT) the wakes of eighty Philippine ships
are clear and they are moving west out the bay. The light
fastboats out in front of the main fleet.
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INT. CABIN - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - NOON
Luz and his officers, including Cruz, Álvarez and Guinto,
stand around a map table. Bam is present as well.
LUZ
Okay, if the fast boats are
successful… then you can come in and
finish them off anyway you like.
She makes a fist and a pounding gesture.
CRUZ
I wish we had some big boats. Just
give me a couple of battleships and
we’ll slaughter those Chinese.
The others know the battleship is slow and out of date, but
dare not say it.
LUZ
They still have more ships than we
do. With more missiles. And they are
well-organized. I hope they miss.
Cruz, we must stick to the plan. Or
do you want to repeat Kalayaan?
Silence.
LUZ
Are you willing to follow orders and
stick to the battle plan?
Captain Álvarez looks at Cruz, who doesn’t resist any longer.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Of course.
CRUZ
All right. We’ll do it your way.
One by one, they nod. Luz looks at Cruz, who hesitates for a
moment, then bangs his fist on the table.
CRUZ
Fine, but just for the record. I
still disagree.
Vice-Admiral Cruz leaves on a helo.
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EXT/INT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE – WEST PHILIPPINE SEA
Luz steps outside onto the bridge deck. Sniffs the air. Looks
up.
OFFICER
Clear skies. No weather, Admiral.
Luz nods. Bam (a professional politician) peers through his
field-glasses (of course there is nothing). Luz isn’t too
happy about him being there. But she chuckles about him trying
to see a fleet hundreds of kms away.
Luz grabs her own tablet and sees radar screen.
Luz looks at the radar. Her eyes show a panic.
LUZ
I’ve neglected something.
Bam is watching from afar and follows her inside.
LUZ
(to seamen)
Seaman! What is the range of let’s
say a Cessna?
The SEAMAN looks at Luz none too radiantly.
SEAMAN #1
One of those small planes?
LUZ
Yeah?
Irritated, she looks for ANOTHER SEAMAN.
SEAMAN #2
I’m sorry, ma’am. I don’t know.
BAM POE
What’s the matter?
LUZ
I forgot to calculate something
important.
BAM POE
Well, that happens.
(beat)
What do you need to know?
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LUZ
The civilian air force. How far can
they reach?
BAM POE
And get back safe? Fuel-wise?
LUZ
The range of one of those little
Cessna?
BAM POE
(authoritatively)
About 1100 km.
Luz takes Bam’s field-glasses and gives him a tablet; shows
him the radar. It’s all very high tech.
On the radar screen THE CHINESE FLEET draws nearer… Luz uses
the calculator on her tablet.
LUZ
Captain!
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral.
LUZ
Launch the civilian aircraft.
(beat)
Codeword is “Dunkirk”.
(beat)
Oh, and tell them to bring their
cameras. CNN is gonna love this.
(beat)
Slow to 4 knots. We’ll attack when
they get here.
INT/EXT. VARIOUS LOCATIONS – PHILIPPINES – DAY
Numerous Filipino BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN scramble from their
offices, lunch tables, family rooms. They make erratic U-turns
in their cars. They pick up their cell phones, call their
mechanics.
EXT. SEVERAL SMALL AIRPORTS – PHILIPINES – DAY
A million-dollar jet, a twin-engine Bonanza, a Cessna 172, and
others.
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Parked in a dusty barn is a World War Two era trainer with
canvas skin. There is a cat and a chicken there. Also a mule
and an old milk cow.
MECHANICS pick up the phones and receive instructions. They
put the phones down and proceed to make ready the various
planes. The engines are warmed. One mechanic starts the
engines of eight planes in a neat row. Eight vehicles arrive
and throw up gravel braking. They exit their cars and get into
their planes.
The PILOT (80) of the canvas skin trainer has brought a role
of aluminum foil and it’s taped to the front edge of the wing
(to give it a larger radar signature). His GRANDSON (10) helps
him with the foil and tape.
But the canvas skin of the ancient trainer is torn (cat’s
scratch runs across the wing), and the mechanic doesn’t want
to let him fly. But the older pilot pulls out a roll of ducktape and patches it up. A NEIGHBOR arrives and is in awe at
the man’s bravery or stupidity.
The pilot tells the grandson to return to the house.
The pilot of the old trainer has to remove a chicken before he
can get into the seat. Difficulty starting the engine. But
finally.
Once the pilot is in the air, we see the grandson has not gone
home but is happily sitting in the back seat of the plane. A
stowaway.
INT. BRIDGE – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE – DAY
CAPTAIN GUINTO
(to Luz)
Okay they are off.
Luz makes some more calculations.
LUZ
(to Captain)
Increase speed to 7 knots.
Luz looks at the radar. There are literally hundreds of radar
contacts coming up behind them. There are relatively few up
ahead of them.
Luiz makes some more calculations.
WAITING.
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Outside they see and the radar shows the civilian airplanes
pass the ships.
LUZ
Captain!
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral.
LUZ
Launch the attack.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
All boats. All boats. Codeword is
“Spanish Armada.”
Seamen fly into action.
Engines are revved up and the fast boats all accelerate to
full speed.
Headphones are drawn tighter while the seamen sing
rhythmically.
SEAMEN
Oh yung mga magaganda dyan, O kayo
nga
Makinig kayo sa sasabihin ko...
Below one deck the MARINES load their weapons.
The PETTY OFFICER yells at his men.
PETTY OFFICER
Unfasten that missile! Starboard
side, move!
The missiles and torpedoes are unfastened.
A SEAMAN prays. Others take out their wallets and arrange the
denominations from lowest to highest with all money facing
inward. Other sailors take off their uniforms and place them
back on inside out. The seaman crosses himself.
SEAMEN
Amen.
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INT. BRIDGE - CHINESE AIRCRAFT CARRIER - DAY
The Chinese commander, ADMIRAL ZHENG HE (55), stands in the
bridge. He peers at the radar. And doesn’t seem impressed. He
can’t see the civilian aircraft yet. On radar, he only sees
the larger Philippine naval vessels.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
They’re in the minority again.
Unbelievable, how badly those fishheads crave a beating...
(to captain)
Where is their admiral?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(points)
(Chinese)
Admiral Moreno, sir. A woman.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
Bring us into position.
(to steward)
Call my wife and tell her I’ll be
home for dinner. And tell her no
fish. Pork!
The crew chuckles…
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - DAY
Cruz peers through his optics.
Álvarez, who is Cruz’s captain now, watches along.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Unbelievable.
CRUZ
You wait. Soon we’ll see them and it
will be a battle of who’s gun is the
biggest.
Cruz’s ship does have a 5-inch gun. But he’s totally
delusional. Cruz idea of how to fight a battle is outdated by
300 years.
SAILOR
(to Álvarez)
Captain, is he okay?
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CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You take orders from me, okay?
In the background, we see goats and pigs walking around… Cruz
allows it like in the 18th century.
INT. BRIDGE - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Bam Poe sits in the captain’s chair a comfortable chair in the
middle of the bridge. Luz looks surprised.
BAM POE
(points at the chair)
I’m not in the way, am I?
LUZ
Oh no. But I have a job for you.
Bam gets up from the captain’s chair and walks to
the instruments on the back wall.
Captain Guinto sits in his chair.
LUZ
See this dial. If it gets into the
red, you scream bloody murder. Okay.
SEAMAN #1
What is that dial?
SEAMAN #2
Barometric pressure.
They chuckle. Luz Moreno turns around and looks at his Petty
Officer. The Petty Officer shakes his head, smiling.
Captain Guinto feels bad for the silly civilian and shows Bam
an radar image on a tablet. But also a satellite image.
The CHINESE CARRIER is clear on the satellite images. It’s
clearly a large and impressive ship.
INSERT: Satellite image of the “FIVE MAN GROUP”
BAM
How are we seeing this?
CAPTAIN GUINTO
It’s from an American spy satellite.
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BAM
The Americans are helping us?
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Are you kidding? They are far too
unreliable.
(beat)
When was the last time you were in a
high school.
BAM
Years.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Those kids now days can hack
anything.
SEAMAN #1
(to the other sailor)
Five Man Group? I heard it’s
unsinkable.
Luz overhears the two sailors.
LUZ
All ships are unsinkable, sailor.
Until they sink.
Reaction.
INT. CANVAS SKIN TRAINER – WEST PHILIPPINE SEA – DAY
The grandson looks uncomfortable. He climbs up to look outside
of the cockpit. There are hundreds of civil aviation planes on
each side. There isn’t any land in sight.
GRANDSON
Lolo!
The kid reaches up and taps him on the shoulder. Frightening
him. The pilot nearly loses control of the plane.
GRANDSON
I gotta pee!
PILOT
What are you doing here?
The grandson shrugs.
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GRANDSON
I gotta pee.
PILOT
Your mother is gonna…
(beat)
I have to take you back.
GRANDSON
You can’t.
PILOT
Why not?
GRANDSON
The foil. The Navy needs you.
The flustered grandfather looks around inside the front
cockpit and hands back a half-full glass jar of urine. He’s
used the jar on the long flight. The kid takes it and
disappears from view.
EXT. BRIDGE - CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
Chinese Admiral Zheng He stands on the bridge deck. He looks
at his radar. Hundreds of tiny dots are coming at them from
the Philippines. And he seems panicked.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
What in the… Unbelievable.
(beat)
What are all these?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Planes.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
And these?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Small boats.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Where were they before?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Well they are low profile… the radar
picks up taller ships first… and…
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Okay… Okay… I understand.
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CHINESE CAPTAIN
Should we withdraw?
Long beat.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
No, it’s too late for that now. CNN
would portray it as a loss on our
part.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
We will have to just hope our
technology is superior.
Just at this instant the carrier’s fire suppression system is
activated. The sprinklers and the water cannon and the foam
covers the flight deck.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
What?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Sir.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Who did that?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
No one, sir.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
I’m soaking wet and the foam is
preventing our planes from taking
off.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
I believe we’ve been hacked.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
And what are you going to do about
it?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(to the command officers)
Get it turned off and get that foam
off my deck!
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(points to the radar)
(Chinese)
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Sink that ship!
He’s pointing to the BRP Pascual Cervera y Topete.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Too far at present.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Well, when you’re able.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
Bring us into position and launch as
soon as you’re able.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(to steward)
Call my wife and cancel dinner.
EXT. SEA - DAY
The Philippine and the Chinese carrier come within range…
almost in the position to fire.
EXT. CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
LIEUTENANT
Sir, the planes? Which one’s do we
target?
CHINESE CAPTAIN
All of them. Spare no expense.
LIEUTENANT
Our weapons systems won’t handle that
many. Twenty targets at a time.
(beat)
They could be drones or toys of some
type.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Trickery for certain.
LIEUTENANT
Lead us, sir.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Visual confirmation.
LIEUTENANT
What about the smaller boats?
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CHINESE CAPTAIN
Visual confirmation.
LIEUTENANT
Sir, they’ll be too close by then and
will have launched their weapons
array.
Long beat.
EXT. WEST PHILIPPINE SEA - DAY
Luz sees the Chinese heading their ship directly at her ship.
LUZ
Wait... if we wait the pure number of
incoming missiles will overwhelm the
Gatlin guns. They can handle only so
many targets at a time.
Bam is listening but keeps his eye on the instrument.
BAM POE
Brilliant!
On the missile boats, the men wait near the tubes, fingers on
the controls…
Even the Chinese dogs hold their breath...
PETTY OFFICER
Wait...
CROSS-CUT WITH:
EXT. CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
Admiral Zheng looks intently for visual confirmation of
Philippines helicopters.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
Wait...
INT. BRIDGE - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - MORNING
The fast attack boats are almost on the Chinese fleet.
LUZ
Wait...
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The Petty Officer crosses himself.
The GUNNERS look intently at their Petty Officers.
CHINESE SAILOR
(false account)
A helicopter!
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
Fire!
The Chinese anti-air missiles fire, prematurely.
However, when the missiles reach the incoming aircraft they
down a few civilian planes and the attack helicopters get
through.
The pilot in the ancient trainer dives and maneuvers away from
a missile coming directly at him. A chicken egg rolls out from
under the seat and he places it on his lap.
The Chinese computers are clearly confused and even the visual
confirmation has not worked. The Chinese are overwhelmed.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral?
Luz smiles. She looks at the radar...
EXT. FOREWARD ATTACK BOATS – DAY
Clearly, the Chinese have kicked the hornet’s nest. There are
20 Chinese larger ships and five fighter bombers. But the
Filipinos have 20 bombers and 10 attach helicopters. And
hundreds of private planes.
LUZ
(to the bridge)
Everyone fires at the same time.
The fast boats speed up. Chinese missiles zoom here and there,
but the fast boats swerve left and right. The missile tubes
are reloaded and computers move them into new correct angles.
EXT. BRIDGE – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - MORNING
LUZ
Fire. Fire! Fire!
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The Filipino missiles launch.
The Chinese Gatlin guns are spending more time acquiring new
targets than actually firing. They move from private plane to
attack helo to incoming missile. Target to target. Confused.
EXT. FOREWARD ATTACK BOATS – DAY
The electronic fuse activates. It fires.
We travel WITH A MISSILE to the Chinese ship where Zheng is
off the bridge and banging on the side of an epileptic Gatlin
gun…
EXT. CHINESE CARRIER – DAY
The missile hits the carrier’s bridge bay. The computer are
destroyed, smoking and the monitors begin to flicker.
Irritated, Admiral Zheng returns to the bridge deck and grabs
his optics and looks out to try to spot Moreno. He ignores the
small boats attacking him and looks in the far distant
horizon.
The computer-controlled Gatlin guns fall silent. Philippine
missiles impact left and right.
At this time, the pilot with the canvas trainer flies over the
carrier. The pilot throws the egg out of the open cockpit and
it lands near the admiral. Zheng has yoke on his shoes and
pants leg.
INT. BRIDGE – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
LUZ
Captain. How are our civilian
aviators doing?
CAPTAIN GUINTO
The Chinese have their hands full.
Luz peers at the radar.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
They have reached the carrier at the
same time of the missles. If we use
the middle squadron there...
Luz smiles, understands. Bam will not leave his post and
doesn’t have a clue.
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BAM
Could somebody tell me what’s going
on?
CAPTAIN GUINTO
The civilian aviators are to fly past
the carrier and then bank right and
return home. Once they’ve created the
confusion and occupied all the
automated fire computers, their job
is done.
LUZ
After that, they’re no longer an
asset, just targets.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
(explains)
We need to make sure as many get home
as possible.
Bam nods, but now understands just how brilliant Luz has been.
INT. BRIDGE – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE
Cruz’s ship has left it’s position and is attacking.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral. You should see this.
LUZ
What’s he doing?
CAPTAIN GUINTO
He’s left the agreed stand-off
distance.
BAM
He’s gone rogue?
LUZ
He’s closing on her.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
She’s dead in the water.
(beat)
I think he means to board her.
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BAM
Well, that is a nuclear carrier. We
could use one. We don’t have one, you
know.
Jaws drop.
BAM
And if we don’t keep it, just think
what we could sell it for.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral, the last ship to be boarded
successfully was 1799.
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - DAY
Cruz’s ship approaches the Chinese carrier. The Vice-Admiral
sees the carrier has gone dead in the water.
CRUZ
Poor thing... All alone. (chuckles)
Port!
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
We shouldn’t be doing this.
CRUZ
What?
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
There are over 1000 men on that
carrier. You have 80 marines.
CRUZ
She’s dead in the water.
(beat)
I don’t have time to call Manila.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
(pointing)
The Admiral is right there. Let’s ask
Luz.
CRUZ
(mumbles)
Ridiculous…
Cruz hesitates. Then nods reluctantly.
INT. CANVAS SKIN TRAINER – WEST PHILIPPINE SEA – DAY
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The pilot passes the carrier and has a senior moment. He
doesn’t know which direction to turn.
PILOT
Which way?
GRANDSON
What?
PILOT
Which way do I turn?
GRANDSON
Why are you asking me?
PILOT
Because I forgot.
GRANDSON
Turn left!
The pilot banks left and must dodge civilian planes. He’s now
going the wrong way on a one-way street. The pilot inverts the
plane to avoid a collision. The grandson must release the now
full jar of urine and hold on to the seat restraints for dear
life.
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - DAY
The jar of urine falls out of the trainer and impacts on the
deck two feet from Cruz who is on the deck of his ship
screaming 18th century orders at marines.
CRUZ
Fix bayonets!
There aren’t any bayonets.
CRUZ
Prepare to board!
Cruz’s soaked in urine. And not only puzzled. Demoralized.
There is an important pause. That prevents him from boarding
the carrier.
CRUZ
(into the radio)
The Chinese are throwing jars of
urine.
(beat)
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I’m going to board her!
At this instant… BRP Joseph Estrada is only a few feet from
the carrier. The marines are ready. But the carrier regains
use of her engines. The boarding is off. And it steams away,
heavily damaged.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Oh, thank god!
One-hundred Chinese marines fill the open-sided hangar door
where Cruz almost landed. They fire a withering volley at the
BRP Joseph Estrada. The Filipino marines dive for cover. Cruz
doesn’t flinch but returns pistol fire.
No Filipino marines are hit. Cruz hits one of the Chinese
marines.
INT. CHINESE CARRIER - SEA - DAY
The carrier is out of it but the naval battle is still raging.
Admiral Zheng seems to be in a state of apoplexy when he sees
the Filipino boat (Cruz) beside him. From his perspective, the
possible boarding has an alienating effect.
Missile strikes. Hit after hit after hit.
Metal splinters fly around. A piece of metal impales a seaman.
Smoke, fire. Screaming wounded.
Drowning men from the Chinese escort ships, all seem to shout
at Zheng and look up at him like ghosts. The Filipinos pull
prisoners from the sea.
An OFFICER shouts something at Zheng. But he doesn’t hear it.
He seems paralyzed.
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Helicopter havoc on the BRP Pascual Cervera y Topete.
The two rescue helos are up and out of the way.
The attack helicopters returning are full of bullet holes. The
HELO PILOTS look nervous they might not make it back. Dirty
from flying through the smoke and the explosions. Covered with
blood. Helicopter landing dramas. Near crash.
A FLIGHT DECK OFFICER is wounded. Luz leaves the bridge (she
has a headset for coms) and she steps onto the flight deck.
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She points and barks orders to get the landed helos out of the
way so the next can land. She even leans into a helo to push
it aside to make room.
EXT. CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
Zheng still stands frozen. The captain repeats his question.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
Sir? Retreat or not?
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Prepare to be boarded. Marines to the
starboard side.
He’s five minutes late… Cruz’s threat has gone.
Still, three hundred CHINESE MARINES are hidden but ready to
repel Cruz from numerous side-hanger door. Heavily armed and
helmet and body armor. Cruz and the marines would have been
destroyed had they tried to board.
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Bam looks on somewhat clumsily. But when a helicopter is on
fire Bam runs up to it, extinguishing the flames and pulls the
pilot out.
Luz looks at him strangely. Bam Poe is surprised himself.
Captain Guinto radios Luz.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Five Man Group has turned around and
is steaming away.
Luz smiles.
LUZ
Where is that corpsman?
The crew cheers. Luz supervises the wounded.
they need anything.

She’s ready if

EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - DAY
From the deck, Cruz sees the Chinese retreat. The crew cheers.
Cruz hits the railing angrily.

73

CRUZ
I could have had a nuclear carrier! I
was this close.
Then he hears the crew chant his new nick-name.
CREW
Pirate! Pirate! Pirate!
Captian Álvarez only smiles at how loony the entire adventure
has been.
Battle ends.
While Cruz’s ship comes alongside the Pascual Cervera y
Topete, transferring the wounded, Cruz takes in the growing
praise. They now chant, “Our Leader is a Crazy Pirate!”
Luz watches from her ship and is entirely puzzled.
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
While everybody is celebrating, Luz washes the blood off her
hands. She walks to Álvarez.
LUZ
You wanna tell me what really
happened over there?
The Captain smiles and shakes his head. Unbelievable.
INT. KITCHEN – OLD MORENO HOUSE - MANILA - DAY
Luz is working on a feast. Princess and Mary are cooking also.
It’s a big kitchen. Kids running everywhere.
LUZ
(yells)
Go outside!
The CAMERA pulls back and we see:
Prime Minister Poe, Bam and Isagani are sitting at the dinner
table. It looks like they might be waiting on dinner, but they
want information and insight.
BAM
They’ll never be satisfied?
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LUZ
Soon they will come after us. We need
new ships, supplies. Smaller lighter
ships.
(TIME LAPS)
EXT. HARBOR PATROL BOAT - PORT - DAY
Luz steps onto the Port. Four SAILORS remain in the boat.
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - MANILA - DAY
The house is full of WORKERS (movers) - furniture isn’t in the
right place yet, boxes are everywhere. Isagani is giving
everyone instructions when Luz enters.
ISAGANI
No, that box goes to the attic. And
that one to the master.
LUZ
Need a helping hand?
ISAGANI
(turns around)
Luz! Already? I thought you would set
sail again tomorrow.
LUZ
By the first tide. That means I can
eat here with you.
Sarah comes running towards her. Luz lifts her up.
SARAH
Have you seen my new room?
LUZ
What? You have your own room?
SARAH
My very own.
Sarah laughs when Luz tickles her for a moment. Then Luz puts
her down. She runs to her room and Luz follows her with
Isagani. At the threshold to the corridor, she quickly looks
around the room.
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LUZ
Never in my life would I think I’d
own a house with eight bedrooms.
ISAGANI
It’s actually a lot smaller than the
house the admiralty had suggested.
But it’s nearer the port.
Sarah is jumping on her bed, but the parents are in a totally
different place. They don’t notice or care. They look out
Sarah’s window together. They can see the Navy Headquarters.
LUZ
As long as you live here, it’s all
right.
Husband kisses wife. Luz clings on to him as if she doesn’t
want to let him go. Mary, Eve and Hannah have arrived in the
door and roll their eyes.
EXT. MALACAÑANG PALACE - SANTOS - DAY
The palace in the sun…
EXT/INT. MALACAÑANG PALACE - SANTOS - NIGHT
The palace has become a disco. Lights. Music. But no party
people.
A small Karaoke machine plays an American duet. We get the
impression maybe President Santos was a celebrity singer
before being elected. But he’s clearly fighting boredom
singing the song with Yujuico. They both wear a kind of 1970s
disco suits, trying to be John Travolta in SNF.
SANTOS
(to Yujuico)
One more time from the beginning. And
a bit louder please, if that’s
possible.
Yujuico chuckles.
YUJUICO
We should have bought the larger
machine.
SANTOS
How did I know this would be so fun?
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They take up positions and Santos gives a signal. The music
starts… But then Senator Sicat enters.
Santos sighs.
SANTOS
Good news?
SENATOR SICAT
I thought you would be watching on
television.
SANTOS
The Senate had our television cable
turned off.
SENATOR SICAT
Our fleet gave the Chinese fleet a
sound thrashing.
Yujuico and Sicat look at each other gravely, without Santos
noticing it.
SANTOS
So Admiral Moreno is indeed as good
as they say.
YUJUICO
A beautiful victory for Joseph Poe.
SANTOS
For the Philippines, gentlemen.
Both men are shocked. Santos has been something of a
disconnected insignificant but child-like figure. He’s growing
up maybe?
SENATOR SICAT
Of course.
SANTOS
And in the meantime I sit idly at
home. Why doesn’t anyone take the
president of the nation seriously,
Sicat? My whole family and all of my
acquaintances are either celebrities,
mayors or school administrators. I
even have actors in my family.

77

SENATOR SICAT
You can play a diplomatic role, if I
may say so. Not for nothing, you know
the Chinese president’s daughter.
Santos looks at him slightly suspiciously.
SENATOR SICAT
But we’ll send someone. No need for
your hands to get dirty.
EXT. MARKET - MANILA PORT - DAY
FISHERMEN arrive and show their catch. Very few fish. People
crowd around and are disappointed and seem to be growing
hungry.
ISAGANI
May I take a look?
Isagani walks to one of the baskets holding iced fish.
ISAGANI
Chinese?
FISHERMEN
(resigned)
I’m afraid to go out too far. I don’t
leave sight of land. Would you?
ISAGANI
That won’t be necessary much longer.
Isagani wants to walk away.
FISHERMEN
I thought the ships you republicans
sunk will yield fish.
ISAGANI
Well, I’m told that will take years.
FISHERMEN
I’ve fed my family and a hundred
others for years.
ISAGANI
The Chinese have stolen a lot.
FISHERMEN
(restrained anger)
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Why? Why?
ISAGANI
They do it to everyone in Asia, not
just us?
FISHERMEN
The presidents never let this happen.
FISHERMAN walks menacingly towards him, but Isagani remains
strong.
Luz enters, just before her husband fights.
LUZ
Everything all right?
FISHERMEN
(sneers at Luz)
This is the fault of your republican
friends.
Fisherman angrily walks away angrily.
LUZ
What a patriot.
Luz takes the shopping list from Isagani’s hand.
LUZ
We’ll find another fisherman.
Isagani doesn’t respond.
LUZ
What? It’s Thursday.
ISAGANI
That was the third one already.
They walks away together.
LUZ
Why didn’t you tell me?
ISAGANI
You were out saving the country.
Remember?
TITLE: Fifth Battle of Manila Bay (2029)
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EXT. WESTERN EDGE OF MANILA BAY - DAY
A battle in full development… Radar view. The Navy has an old
fashion “line” blocking the entrance to Manila Bay.
EXT. BRIDGE - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Luz stands among the wounded seamen. Bam tries to keep track
of the Chinese through the smoke and the chaos.
BAM
What are we doing now?
Luz grabs her tablet with the radar display.
LUZ
We’re about to make our play.
EXT. WESTERN EDGE OF MANILA BAY - DAY
The Philippines ships fan-out (CGI) and are making a move...
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - DAY
Cruz sees the Chinese carrier veer away to the North.
CRUZ
(into radio)
The carrier is escaping. I mean to
pursue and attack. We are attacking.
At great personal risk and against
the odds.
Everyone is puzzled by the long self-serving speech by radio,
maybe made for history books.
CRUZ
Follow that carrier.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
But the battle plan.
CRUZ
Piss off with all that.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
But... Admiral Moreno...
Cruz looks at him with a deadly glance.

80

CRUZ
Who is the ranking officer onboard?
EXT. CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
On the battered bridge, Admiral Zheng and a captain peer at
their radar.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
The one they call the “Crazy Pirate”.
He’s taking the bait.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
Divide and conquer.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
No discipline, those Filipinos.
They chuckle.
EXT. WESTERN EDGE OF MANILA BAY - DAY
The Chinese break through the Philippine line (CGI SHOT).
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Missiles fly behind them. Big explosions behind them.
BAM
They’re going for our commercial
shipping.
Luz looks: There are Chinese ships in the harbor. The line has
broken. And there are twenty burning tankers and transport
ships (grain and rice). Food in the harbor burning.
LUZ
Where is Cruz, damned!
INT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - GUN DECK - DAY
A direct hit. Dead SEAMEN everywhere.
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
The deck is now littered with more dead seamen. Luz can hardly
see anything in the chaos. Suddenly he sees BLESSICA (the only
female sailor) lying under a wall of twisted metal. Luz runs
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over to her. Tries to pull her from underneath. But it doesn’t
work.
LUZ
Lay still. Don’t move.
Luz wants to call the surgeon.
BLESSICA
Admiral... It doesn’t even hurt.
Then Blessica dies. Luz fights back her tears.
EXT. PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
The smoke has settled, the Chinese have gone. The Pascual
Cervera y Topete is a floating wreck.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
It was only a raid.
LUZ
Yes. They accomplished their goal.
Luz gestures to the burning transport ships being her.
WORKMEN with cutting and welding torches. They are trying to
make the ship seaworthy as soon as possible. The engine is
repaired. Holes in the flight deck are fixed.
Luz walks past A ROW OF DEAD BODIES that are in body bags…
Ten… twenty… forty corpses…
A navy CHAPLAIN stands praying. A couple of bareheaded seamen
pray with him.
CHAPLAIN
Thou art the rock on which I build.
Thou art the future that awaits me.
Luz has reached the end of the row. There lies the smallest
body bag… Blessica. Luz can barely control his emotion. She
nods to the Petty Officer.
The seamen load the corpses on a harbor patrol boat headed for
Manila.
CHAPLAIN
Thou art my highest good. May I rest
in Thee, forever and ever.
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Bam, hat in hand, stands beside Captain Guinto, who nudges him
and gestures. In the distance, BRP Joseph Estrada draws nearer
and the Cruz’s helo is launching.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Cruz.
EXT. PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Bam and Luz watch the helicopter land on the ship. Tight
faces. Cruz climbs down with Captain Álvarez, and looks at the
damage.
He steps off the flight deck.
BAM POE
(urging calm)
Luz...
But Luz already walks up to Cruz.
CRUZ
(unapologetically)
What?
LUZ
We lost six months of grain and rice.
CRUZ
And who was in charge?
LUZ
I gave you an order to hold the line!
CRUZ
You also gave captains the discretion
to seek out and destroy the enemy.
LUZ
Not today. When they’re clearly
targeting our food supply.
CRUZ
If you want to hold a court-martial,
I can... (explain)
But Luz is persistent.
LUZ
Go back into your helo and never set
foot on my ship again. Or any other
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ship of the fleet. For as long as you
live. You are relieved of all your
duties with immediate effect. And now
GET OFF MY SHIP!
Cruz turns pale with anger. And turns to leave.
Cruz is cursing everyone he sees.
LUZ
Let him go. He is a disgrace to the
name Cruz.
BAM POE
Genetics, my ass!
Cruz turns around menacingly. His hand on his pistol.
CRUZ
You leave my dad out of it.
Cruz walks to Luz, flanked by two of his marines. Bam is
joined by two marines also with hands on their pistols.
BAM POE
(to Cruz)
You shouldn’t even be allowed to say
his name.
CRUZ
I’m ever bit as capable as my father.
Cruz turns around and gets into his helo. The Petty Officer
and the marines follow Cruz with their eyes.
PETTY OFFICER
I am raising the bullshit flag on
that one.
Seamen mumble their approval.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You can’t do this. That is the son
of... (Cruz)
LUZ
You can stay, Álvarez. Or do you want
a dishonorable discharge as well?
BAM POE
Wait.
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(to Luz)
We should run this by Joseph. The
Blue senators will kill us in the
next election.
Captain Álvarez hesitates, then stays. One of Cruz’s marines
stays.
Luz still trembles with rage. Captain Guinto sees that Luz is
not okay. Like she has a fever.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
How are you?
LUZ
I’m fine.
And she walks to her cabin angrily. She opens the cabin door
and a 5-inch round has impacted her bed. Smoking still.
INT. NEW HALL - CORRIDOR - DAY
Joseph stands before a poster-board with written rows of
amounts, ages and percentages. In vain, he tries to explain
something to a group of reporters. Bam looks on amused.
JOSEPH
Iranians in pool halls are all liars.
Everyone knows that when I was a
teenager I worked in a pool hall. I
met a lot of liars, there and here
and I know the Iranians are lying.
BAM
That's obviously not the same thing
as the Prime Minister accusing
everyone in Iran of being liars. Just
their leaders.
JOSEPH
Living above a pool hall was a great
way to grow up; it really prepared me
for a political career. Even though
my parents would probably lose
custody of their children today if
they let them behave as independently
and as rascally as I did.
(looks at Bam)
I stocked up an ice bucket of San
Miguel Pale Pilsen beers to serve to
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patrons, in addition to a few Red
Horse and San Miguel…
A comfortable chuckle.
DE LAUREL
… for the “free thinkers” of the
group?
Joseph sighs, Bam represses his laughter.
Del Valencia enters, whispers something in Joseph’s ear.
JOSEPH
Gentlemen, we must attend an
execution.
Joseph and Bam walk away.
BAM
(sarcastically)
Well, you couldn’t have explained
that any better.
JOSEPH
Yes, yes.
The brothers pat each others back. Joseph throws him a big
brotherly hug. At the end of the corridor, they see an
unexpected guest... President Santos.
SANTOS
Mr. Prime Minister. I hope I
misunderstood, but my advisers claim
that you want to execute one of my
most loyal supporters?
JOSEPH
Yes.
SANTOS
This is the Philippines. We are a
Catholic nation. We don’t execute
people.
JOSEPH
We know that he traveled to Beijing
and we think he probably met with
Han.
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SANTOS
Probably? What does that mean?
JOSEPH
You don’t know anything about this do
you?
SANTOS
Of course not.
JOSEPH
You better not.
The brothers walk away. President Santos is furious.
EXT. RIZAL PARK - DAY
Luz gets out of her vehicle to see that a firing squad is
being prepared: a young man in a suit, still wearing a BLUE
SASH, steps in front of the soldiers. A small crowd looks on.
Waiting.
Luz returns to her vehicle without looking and bumps into Del
Valencia.
LUZ
Where’s the Prime Minister?
DEL VALENCIA
The PM is in a meeting.
LUZ
Too bad.
She gets into her car.
INT. JEEPNEY – LEAVING NEW HALL - DAY
SANTOS
A loyal servant of the country!
AIDE
I should have gone myself.
SANTOS
My fault for entertaining the idea in
the first place.
INT. APARTMENT – VIEW OF THE LUNETA PARK - DAY
The brothers Poe are quarreling.
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BAM
Politically this isn’t a good idea.
And out in public?
JOSEPH
Sometimes an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.
BAM
They’re not going to back down. I’m
sure that kid loves his country?
JOSEPH
Of which country? He negotiated with
the Communist Party of China!
BAM
Perhaps in the national interest.
JOSEPH
In Santo’s interest.
BAM
The soldiers, they will do this. I’m
told, but they don’t like it.
A cavalcade of shots arrives at the apartment. The sound echos
off the various (CGI) buildings. The small crowd cheers.
The politician brothers have missed the execution. They walk
to the balcony but it’s clear it’s already been done.
BAM
Well, brother. Just remember this is
a Catholic country. Life is sacred.
JOSEPH
I plan on not becoming too reliant on
executions. One should be enough.
Mad, Bam leaves quickly. Joseph looks out across the park and
nods grimly at the army executioner.
EXT/INT. CRUZ HOME - EVENING
Now, we understand Cruz. The camera goes inside and we end up
in a dim room library where we see 18th century naval
memorabilia. Nautical charts on the wall. Antique Bells, model
ships, naval art. Hundreds of books on 18th century naval
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warfare. There, Cruz sits murmuring to himself, drunk. He is
furious.
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE – A DARK ROOM
Luz lies on a couch in a backroom, ill. Isagani brings her
aspirin and a glass of water and her husband puts a wet cloth
on her forehead.
LUZ
I should never have railed against
Cruz like that. Against a viceadmiral no less.
ISAGANI
He deserved it.
Luz wants to take the aspirin and get up.
ISAGANI
Stay down or I’ll cook dinner.
The children laugh.
ISAGANI
(without looking up)
Go away, you!
The children run away.
LUZ
It’s just a headache.
ISAGANI
A migraine.
She wants to get up, but collapses back into the couch. They
hear voices and knocking at the front door.
LUZ
Who is that?
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - ENTRANCE HALL
Princess lets in Joseph, Nenita and the children. With wine
and flowers.
JOSEPH
Where's the patient?
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Luz walks up to greet them as if she feels fine. They walk to
the front of the house together.
ISAGANI
(to Luz)
Do what you must do.
Isagani greets Nenita. Luz greets the PM.
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - LIVING ROOM
The DAUGHTERS OF POE enjoy themselves with Hannah and Mary.
All the younger kids are chasing each other. Running in the
house. Someone is going to be hurt.
Nenita and Isagani sit chatting at the fireplace with a glass
of wine. Princess goes around with drinks.
In a library, Joseph talks to Luz.
LUZ
I hear nothing about the Chinese.
JOSEPH
They’ve run out of oil.
They chuckle.
LUZ
So why are they so difficult about
peace?
JOSEPH
They know we’re out of food.
(beat)
They hope that they can get the last
of the Saudi oil before we get grain
from the U.S.
LUZ
The Iranians? They are the real
danger?
JOSEPH
The Blue’s claim that I’m too weak to
force a peace. That is the real
danger.
Luz nods.
LUZ
Political vs. military danger.
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JOSEPH
The same in my mind.
LUZ
You want to bring the Chinese to
their knees for good?
Joseph remains silent.
JOSEPH
Nenita says I’ve been brooding on
this for weeks.
LUZ
So you’ve got a plan?
JOSEPH
Not entirely without risks.
Joseph gets up, enthusiastic all of a sudden.
JOSEPH
You know that the whole Chinese fleet
is in the Persian gulf. Robbing the
Saudis of their oil.
LUZ
Yes. You want to sail into the
Persian Gulf?
He nods.
JOSEPH
An important choke-point, that is
only a week or two… (mission)
LUZ
That is…
JOSEPH
…insane? Something nobody would ever
do?
He smiles conspiratorially.
LUZ
Sheer suicide! We would have to be
very desperate to think of something
like that.
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JOSEPH
Or, very hungry.
Luz’s face tightens up - touché.
JOSEPH
I know I’m asking a lot. It’s not
necessarily just you. Just the
circumstances.
Luz thinks, but she’s ill. And she’s not a rash leader.
JOSEPH
When you stop and think about it for
any length of time, it seems a
miracle that the global economy spins
on as well as it does.
LUZ
More than 90 percent of global trade
occurs by sea.
JOSEPH
I’m painfully aware of that.
LUZ
Persian Gulf?
(beat)
Why make the European’s upset?
JOSEPH
Maybe it’s a good moment to test our
friendship with the EU.
LUZ
A very bad moment! I wouldn’t ask
men, even the bravest men we have, to
carry out such an insane… (plan)
Luz starts to wince in pain. Her headache.
Isagani comes in. He looks at Luz apologetically.
ISAGANI
Hannah just fell and broke her arm.
JOSEPH
Oh, is she okay?
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ISAGANI
Yea, I’m just going to take her to
the hospital.
JOSEPH
(to Isagani)
I’m sorry. Do you need my car?
(to Luz)
Forget it. Stupid plan. Stupid plan.
Joseph leaves.
Luz gets up on the couch with a sigh.
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani, Hannah and Princess are about to leave to go to the
hospital. But Luz comes out and Princess stays with the other
children.
Luz mouths “wow” at the broken arm, she hugs the tearful girl.
Mom along helps.
EXT. HOSPITAL - MANILA – DAY
Isagani, Hannah and Luz are exiting the hospital. Pink arm
cast.
ISAGANI
(to Hannah)
Did it hurt.
HANNAH
(points)
Dad, you saw me crying…
Isagani and Luz exchange glances.
Behind them, THREE MEN suddenly pick up large sticks. Two
Blues have caught a republican hanging up a poster mocking the
president.
BLUE
Traitor!
A fight ensues.
LUZ
Dad, we should get out of here.
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Isagani nods. They want to leave, but Hannah gets caught up in
the commotion.
HANNAH
Daddy!
ISAGANI
(to Hannah)
Come.
Isagani quickly pulls Hannah along through the fighting until
they’re safe.
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani, Hannah and Luz come home. Mary is waiting for them something she never does.
ISAGANI
What? Who’s sick now?
MARY
Nobody; I can’t just sit on the
porch?
There is a BOY riding a motorcycle up and down the street.
Mary is watching him. He is trying to show off for her and
wrecks. Isagani goes to see if he’s okay, to pick him up off
the concrete. (TIME LAPS)
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani is walking into the bedroom, but… Luz already appears.
In her UNIFORM. She looks at him guiltily. She almost bursts
out crying.
ISAGANI
What are you doing?
LUZ
Isagani. If I don’t go... This
mission...
ISAGANI
So where are you going?
She remains meaningfully silent.
ISAGANI
You cannot say? That is a first.

94

Luz grabs her bag and some other things. She walks away in
silence. She hugs all the kids. Everyone is accustomed to
mother leaving but Hanna. Luz pulls Hannah in tightly, so the
girl won’t be too upset.
INT. PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE - NEW SENATE BUILDING – DAY
Council of war. The Prime Minister, Bam, four Senators, two
Army Generals, two naval Captains, and Luz. With a map of the
Strait of Malacca on the table. The atmosphere is tense.
JOSEPH POE
Gentlemen, we are out of food and
they are out of oil.
(beat)
Enter the sea mine. This is a MK56
ASW mine.
He shows them a photo.
GENERAL #1
Strait of Hormuz?
JOSEPH POE
Well, if we’re are going to do it…
I’m told it should be the Strait of
Malacca.
He glances at Luz.
LUZ
And even then, don’t really do it.
JOSEPH POE
Make them think we did.
SENATOR #1
What? Why?
JOSEPH POE
We need time.
LUZ
The effectiveness of sea mines as a
tool lies not just in their immediate
threat, but in the time and cost that
must go into clearing waters
suspected of harboring mines. It
might take them weeks, months or even
years.
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SENATOR #2
In the meantime, what will they do?
LUZ
They’ll go around. OR they’ll wait
around.
JOSEPH POE
We can’t attack their fleet in
Malasia or Singapore territorial
waters.
BAM POE
They’re our allies.
JOSEPH POE
The admiral and I, we have a plan for
that.
SENATOR #1
A plan?
A tense silence. The Senators look at Luz, but she saves her
energy.
JOSEPH POE
(points)
Here, in the Sunda Strait, there’s
more political flexibility.
Indonesia.
Silence. No one dares say it aloud.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
And there won’t be any real mines?
LUZ
No. Fakes. A shell filled with rocks.
JOSEPH POE
We’ll film our boats laying the
mines.
SENATOR #3
What will you do, upload it to
youtube?
LUZ
No, that’s too obvious. We’ll allow
them to hack a few of our computers.
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JOSEPH POE
Let them find it on their own.
BAM POE
Brilliant. The Chinese will think
they are there, but our allies won’t
know anything about it?
LUZ
And if the Chinese don’t find it.
There are double agents. We’ll leak
it to them and have them bring the
video to the CCP.
Joseph beams, but… no reaction whatsoever from the others.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
And… if that doesn’t work?
ARMY GENERAL #1
If they sail through the Strait of
Malacca, when we’re down laying in
wait at the Sunda Strait.
ARMY GENERAL #2
You’re leaving us wide open to
attack.
The men grumble about the risk.
Joseph laughs. He’s not stunned and he’s not angry.
BAM POE
Gentlemen... listen.
LUZ
We bring back Cruz.
JOSEPH POE
Put him in the Strait of Malacca. And
tell him to board and take as a prize
any Chinese ship that comes through
there.
Everyone chuckles.
ARMY GENERAL #2
But, isn’t that dangerous?
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JOSEPH POE
Not really, his role would be to warn
everyone and when did Cruz see a
Chinese and not begin screaming about
boarding it into his radio?
More chuckles.
JOSEPH POE
There’s risk in any undertaking!
LUZ
Senator?
SENATOR #4
Excuse me, but that could be a
serious problem. We can’t put the
national security in the hands of a
loose cannon like Cruz.
Luz takes over for Joseph.
LUZ
But what if the plan does succeed?
It’s about denying them their oil.
(beat)
Just like they’re denying us food.
Silence.
JOSEPH POE
Have you ever noticed; they only
attack us directly when they feel
they can afford it.
LUZ
Senator, that big fat carrier is in
the Persian Gulf right now.
Eventually, it will have to return
home. This is our best chance.
Captain Guinto starts to smile. Captain Álvarez shakes his
head and cannot suppress a smile. They begin to like the idea.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
We can punch the Chinese where it
hurts the most.
BAM POE
The nut sack.
(beat)
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With all due respect…
JOSEPH POE
We kick them in the free flow of oil.
LUZ
That’s probably a better way of
saying it.
They laugh at her modesty.
JOSEPH POE
Who's with us?
They look around the table… Everyone nods. A servant brings
whiskey.
BAM POE
Gentlemen…
Bam raises his glass. The others do the same.
JOSEPH POE
To the free flow of food.
TOGETHER
Free flow of food.
They drink.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
And what is the plan for the
Sunda Strait? Fast attack boats?
LUZ
I should think so.
JOSEPH POE
Who will keep an eye on Cruz?
LUZ
I can do that. Maybe patch things up.
Everyone falls silent.
LUZ
If anyone has anything to say, he
should say it now.
Joseph takes her aside.
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JOSEPH POE
Luz…
LUZ
What? I feel fine.
JOSEPH POE
No.
Joseph is unrelenting. Luz realizes he is right.
BAM POE
(looking at Luz)
Who’ll lead the naval attack?
SENATOR #1
Álvarez.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Me?
JOSEPH POE
I want him to go with Cruz and take a
ton of Marines.
Captain Álvarez nods gratefully.
They look at Joseph. He trusts her and nods.
JOSEPH POE
Luz, will lead the Sunda Strait
attack, of course.
EXT. PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE - NEW SENATE BUILDING – DAY
Luz gets into a vehicle with Captain Guinto. In the
distance, Joseph stands. She turns around one more time to
look at the prime minister. A silent goodbye between the two.
INT. NAVY SUV - NEW SENATE BUILDING – DAY
CAPTAIN GUINTO
I know that was your plan. But you
give the credit to the PM.
LUZ
Seemed like the political thing to
do.
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CAPTAIN GUINTO
You are willing to do a lot for the
brothers Poe.
LUZ
It’s not about them! Or, the
senators. You understand that, right?
Captain Guinto is bewildered by Luz’s selfless reaction.
EXT/INT. BANK OF INDUSTRY – MANILA – DAY
There is a long line of mostly WOMEN (100 women), with
CHILDREN, from the sidewalk into the bank. Isagani follows the
line curiously. They seem to stand straight when he walks by.
They know him but he doesn’t know them. It’s a mystery.
He follows the line to his desk inside the building. He’s a
bit confused.
From a distance, the other bank MANAGERS all watch to see
Isagani’s reaction. He calmly sits and sees the first in line.
He closes the door but we can see him taking notes.
EXT. COAST OF MALASIA - MALACCA - EARLY MORNING
POV: a cell-phone on a fishing boat 100 yards away. It looks
like a fisherman’s private video. The phone’s location
software is on.
There’s a thick sea mist. The sun hasn’t come up yet but it’s
getting light already. Through the mist we see a minelaying
ship (CGI) pushing around thirty mine-looking objects into the
water. Slowly, the ship moves across the strait. Looks real.
EXT/INT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EARLY EVENING
Isagani knocks on the door. It is raining.
Nenita comes down the stairs (she was fetched by one of her
servants). From the stairs she sees Isagani waiting in the big
empty entry hall. Dripping wet. Holding a stack of wet
letters. Isagani doesn’t have to say anything: Nenita walks up
to him and takes the papers (notes).
INT. OFFICE - PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EARLY EVENING
Joseph and Nenita have a fierce, almost whispered
conversation, while Isagani is waiting at a distance. Nenita
holds the notes he has taken in the meetings in his hand.
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JOSEPH POE
I can’t reach them. I don’t know
where they are exactly.
Nenita throws the wet notes on Joseph’s desk.
NENITA
(re: Isagani)
In that case, tell him yourself.
Joseph sighs and picks up the papers. He walks to Isagani. He
doesn’t want to say anything but he looks Isagani in the eye,
determined and...
JOSEPH POE
(soft)
They’re in the Java Sea. But that’s
between you and me.
ISAGANI
At war?!
JOSEPH POE
Well, possibly. In the near future.
ISAGANI
But they are safe now?
JOSEPH POE
At the present.
ISAGANI
Thank you. That’s all I need to know.
Isagani takes the wet papers and politely/quietly leaves the
home. No argument and no fuse.
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani sits and makes hundreds of phone calls.
ISAGANI
Well, I can’t say where. I can tell
you it’s an important undertaking.
Your husband is a patriot.
(beat)
Safe, yes.
(beat)
Thank you for understanding.
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INT. OUR LADY OF REMEDIES PARISH - DAY
Isagani brings the family to church; he’s there with all the
children and Princess. They sit for church and occupy an
entire row. There are numerous women, with children and almost
no men. It’s not uncommon. The women are the same sailor’s
wives who met with Isagani at the bank. He nods to each woman
and tries to communicate confidence.
The priest is trying to deliver the homily. He pauses at the
congregation, who most are looking at Isagani and then the
priest continues when he understands why.
PRIEST (V.O.)
While many details of Brendan's
missionary work is documented, much
of what is written about Brendan's
other explorations is widely
speculative. Historians conjecture
that Brendan's passion for sea travel
was nurtured by a childhood spent by
the sea and led him to travel as far
west as Iceland, Greenland, and
perhaps the shores of North America.
(TIME LAPS)
When the service is over, EVERYONE approaches Isagani to say
thank you. He looks at Mary. All the children are watching
their father, wondering what he’s done to help them. Of
course, he’s called them and told them everything is okay.
EXT. COAST OF SANGIANG ISLAND - SUNDA STRAIT - NIGHT
A river with mangroves. Moonlight. Between the mangrove trees
suddenly appear... PHILIPPINE FAST BOATS. Waiting.
All the animals are out at night. Lutung apes throwing feces
at the SAILORS.
SAILOR
That’s shit!
Crab-eating macaques on the beach, wild cats lurking and
crying out, cattle egrets, python snakes hanging down from the
trees.
SAILOR #2
Let’s get started. I’m ready to get
shot at, just to escape all these
snakes.
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PULL BACK TO ARIAL: all the Philippine light patrol boats are
secluded in a river. Packed in like sardines.
PULL BACK TO REVEAL: Satellite “Sangiang Island”
TITLE: Battles of Malacca and Sunda Strait (2030)
(BEGINNING OF NIGHT BATTLE SEQUENCE)
There are two battles simultaneously. We alternate scenes.
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA - STRAIT OF MALACCA - EARLY NIGHT
A single Chinese minesweeper comes down the strait. It’s
identified by a PH drone and then visual confirmation.
In the distance, the CHINESE MINE SWEEPER looms up.
Cruz, perhaps has learned his lesson, he’s on the radio with
Luz.
CRUZ
Chinese minesweeper.
Luz is on a tiny missile boat in a river looking at a python
snake who is considering leaving a tree for the patrol boat
parked under it.
LUZ
Take aggressive action.
(chuckles)
Sure, board and take her as a prize.
Captain Álvarez walks past the row of NAVSOCOM warriors who
are ready to fight. These are hardened men with dogged
determination.
Launches lie alongside the ship: very large inflatables that
can hold up to a dozen men at a time. At the front of each
launch stands a high caliber weapon.
Cruz gives a signal. The elite men slip into the boats without
a sound.
The marines quietly board the minesweeper, led by Cruz. They
don’t make a sound. CHINESE MARINES, on the minesweeper, sit
watching really bad television.
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The Naval Special Warfare Group. A knife gleams and a CHINESE
GUARD goes down. Silenced gunshots. And another Chinese goes
down. And another.
Álvarez pulls the Joseph Estrada next to the minesweeper, less
then 20 yards to port. Lights up the deck. When the few
remaining Chinese Marines run out on deck they are sniped by
marines back on the Joseph Estrada.
A bit further and the minesweeper goes dead in the water. The
Filipino naval warriors have control of the engine room. And
then they have control of the bridge.
EXT. SANGIANG ISLAND - SUNDA STRAIT - NIGHT
In the moonlight, the Philippine fast attack boats start their
engines. They idle in the river.
In the distance, the Chinese ships silently move through the
strait.
The Philippine fast boats leave the river, rapidly.
Luz stands at the helm of a large patrol boat with Bam Poe.
Six-man crew. Luz doesn’t let on that she’s still ill.
Philippine torpedo boats motor along beside them.
Luz gives the boats a signal. The attack; fire (missiles and
torpedoes) at the same time.
EXT. SUNDA STRAIT - NIGHT
The first Philippine missiles crash into the Chinese ships,
which immediately explode.
There lies the Chinese aircraft carrier, Five Man Group.
Missiles glide past it on their way to the other Chinese
escort ships. The carrier is left nearly unscathed.
LUZ
Prepare to drop mines.
The Chinese are listening.
The Philippine Navy drops another line of fake mines.
Zheng looks at the radar screen and then through night vision
optics.
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While the entire escort fleet is on fire in the background,
the carrier stops…
Bam from his POV chuckles.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
All stop!
(beat)
Get that minesweeper down here.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Sir, they aren’t communicating.
(END OF NIGHT BATTLE SEQUENCE)
INT. NEW HALL – SENATE - DAY
Luz enters the New Hall. All the senators clap their hands and
cheer. Luz bows and takes off her hat. Luz is dumbfounded by
the honor.
JOSEPH POE
Admiral, can you please tell the
Senate. Right now at the present
time. Where do you believe the
Chinese fleet to be located?
LUZ
Well, we believe they’re in the
Indian Ocean.
The Senate erupts in riotous applause.
Cruz’s officers come in carrying the bell from the Chinese
minesweeper. And Cruz appears as well.
CRUZ
Gentlemen I give you the bell.
The Senate erupts in even MORE applause.
JOSEPH POE
The Communist Party of China has
accepted our terms. The peace will be
signed at noon.
The senators cheer Joseph. He bows gracefully. Cruz and Luz
smile.
At the back row, Sicat walks away silently. Del Valencia waits
for him a bit further on, near the door. They exchange two
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words. Del Valencia looks around shiftily and quickly
disappears.
INT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
Joseph, Luz, Bam and their families celebrate Joseph’s
birthday with a huge spread, as is only possible after a major
war. The tables are packed with a roasted pig, big bowls of
fruit, pie and cakes.
A BAND plays. SERVANTS walk back and forth.
The swimming pool is a big attraction.
Joseph swims through the pool with a toy shark fin on his
head. The dozen kids scream and swim away. He spins and chases
another kid. Isagani, Luz, Bam and Nenita laugh.
HANNAH
He’s a mean and angry shark!
She holds a toy fish in front of Joseph’s nose.
JOSEPH POE
Hungry.
He chases Hannah.
NENITA POE
Look how brave you are!
Nenita laughs. She furtively touches her belly. Luz sees it.
LUZ
(re: belly)
Nenita?
NENITA POE
(cheerful & quite sure)
A gift from God.
Joseph stops chasing the kids and takes his glass of wine from
the edge of the pool.
BAM POE
A toast.
JOSEPH POE
Not again.
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BAM POE
To the peace.
NENITA POE
(re: toasts to peace)
We’ve had those already.
ISAGANI
To us.
JOSEPH POE
To us.
LUZ & OTHERS
To us.
They drink.
The music starts and Joseph pulls himself up out of the pool
and he dries himself off. Luz and Bam sit beside each other,
clearly less amused. The Prime Minister towels dry.
JOSEPH POE
What? Should I have toasted to the
president as well?
LUZ
You don’t seriously believe this
peace will last?
JOSEPH POE
This is politics, Luz. One day at a
time.
BAM POE
Luz is worried about the Iranians.
JOSEPH POE
You mean YOU are worried about them.
Bam remains silent, hurt.
Luz sees that Nenita isn’t feeling well. Concerned, she takes
her hand.
NENITA POE
I’m all right, all right. Come on,
let’s ask them to play something
else.
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Joseph and Bam are engaged in a vehement discussion, and
clearly not for the first time. Luz is a little aloof goes
with Nenita.
BAM POE
The Iranians are building up a huge
army!
JOSEPH POE
These stories!
BAM POE
Stories that keep coming back.
JOSEPH
And so? You really want to expand the
army?
BAM POE
Something we should already have
done.
JOSEPH POE
The army is full of friends of the
president. How many additional
battalions would you like to give the
president as a present? That really
is asking for a civil war.
LUZ
I think what Bam means to say...
JOSEPH POE
(annoyed)
I know what he means to say...
Damned, can’t we enjoy ourselves for
one evening?
Bam and Luz exchange glances.
JOSEPH POE
(calmer)
We finally have peace with China. And
for the first time, we have a stable
majority for the republicans.
LUZ
In the Senate, yes.
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BAM POE
What good is that when the Muslims
invade?
JOSEPH POE
They’ll never do it.
BAM POE
The people in the streets are
terrified.
JOSEPH POE
How incredibly stupid of them.
LUZ
The navy is also talking of nothing
else.
JOSEPH POE
Diplomacy! Diplomacy is the warfare
of the future. The Ayatollah knows
that as well.
BAM POE
The people don’t understand
diplomacy.
JOSEPH POE
I can’t adjust my policy to people
who never even finished high school.
He gets up. Everyone is worried the Prime Minister
is ready to crack.
JOSEPH POE
Come on, guys, it's time to
celebrate. I’m going to play with my
kids.
Joseph winks at Bam. He dives into the pool again.
BAM POE
You heard him. It’s time to
celebrate.
Bam walks to the table of pies and cakes. Luz stares at the
kids, worried.
Suddenly Isagani stands beside her. She doesn’t notice at
first. Then she looks up. She is radiant, blushing almost. Luz
gets up. Takes his hand.

110

LUZ
Isagani?
ISAGANI
The Prime Minister ordered us to have
fun.
Isagani and Luz dance. They look at each other happily, still
in love.
From the pool, Joseph looks at the two of them and laughs.
Then he looks at Nenita. She looks worried.
INT. PRESIDENT HAN’S OFFICE - ZHONGNANHAI - DAY
A COMMUNIST MINION (30) leads Santos into the office with
Yujuico and Sicat in his wake. PRESIDENT HAN (45) is sitting
there. He is handsome, shrewd and fierce. A political player
with the highest skill level. He sits casually behind his desk
with a glass of wine, but his nonchalance is only pretense.
Santos nods coldly, but Han greats him warmly.
SANTOS
Mr. President.
HAN
President Santos. Look at you. I’m
impressed. And so too will my
daughter. We received your message.
Han picks up a wine decanter.
SANTOS
I’ve not seen her since school.
(beat)
We were the only two foreign
students.
HAN
I know.
(beat)
She never stops talking about it.
(beat)
You’re the rightful leader of the
Philippines.
Han pours two glasses of wine. Then looks at Senator Sicat and
Yujuico like they’re annoying him.
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Santos gestures that they should leave.
SENATOR SICAT
But, sir...
YUJUICO
Come on.
They withdraw, sulking.
HAN
(Chinese)
Good.
He pats the sofa. Santos stiffly sits down beside him. Han
gives him a glass of wine. Santos takes a sip. Han gestures
that he should drink more. Santos takes another sip.
HAN
(Chinese)
What would you think if I restored
the Presidency of the Philippines?
SANTOS
(Chinese)
I’m already that?
HAN
(Chinese)
Who would want to be just that? I
mean THE restored president!
SANTOS
(Chinese)
The president of China doesn’t decide
what form of government the
Philippines live under.
HAN
(Chinese)
No?
SANTOS
(Chinese)
You mean it? The Ayatollah will love
that.
HAN
(Chinese)
We’ll throw him a bone. Give him
Mindanao.
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SANTOS
(Chinese)
Without Mindanao, we’ll surely
starve.
HAN
(Chinese)
Marry Bao and your country can join
it’s place at the table. Literally.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
She wants to marry me?
HAN
(Chinese)
Believe it or not. Personally, I
don’t see it.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Bao?
HAN
(Chinese)
Yes. Bao. If you don’t, I’ll have her
committed to an insane asylum.
Santos is in awe.
HAN
(Chinese)
I’m only joking.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
You want me to divide the
Philippines? Give half of my country
to the Muslims?
HAN
(Chinese)
What do you care? You only became
Christians because the Spanish wanted
to feel good about stealing your
labor and treating you like slaves.
(beat)
It’s not a matter of religion, or the
symbol on your flag, or the amateurs
in your parliament. It’s about you
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and Bao. We can become family. And
rule Asia.
(beat)
Haven’t you always dreamed of this?
Do you want to be a real President?
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Of a province of China?
HAN
(Chinese)
I’m only doing this for you and Bao.
Don’t spoil it.
Santos tries not to show his suspicion.
A beautiful woman, Bao (27), enters. Her gown is spectacular,
half exposing her terrific body. She greets him in a Western
fashion.
BAO
(English with Chinese accent)
Alex, I’m so glad you came.
Han chuckles.
HAN
(Chinese)
State affairs can wait, darling. Do
your young person thing and then
we’ll talk.
Bao very slowly approaches Santos, her eyes fixed on Santos.
He is visibly embarrassed. We think she is going to kiss him
passionately. He’s in shock. But she whispers in his ear.
BAO
(whisper)
Happy Birthday. Mr. President. We
should talk later, in private?
And she is gone.
HAN
(Chinese)
You look pale.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
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Have you laid this before the
Iranians?
HAN
(Chinese)
I wanted to discuss it with you
first.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
You surely don’t expect me to betray
my country?
HAN
(Chinese)
I expect you to do your duty to your
country! Ending this eternal war…
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Are you that desperate?
HAN
(Chinese)
Watch your mouth!
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Our fleet has just blown yours to
smithereens.
HAN
(Chinese)
Oh yes, an incredible feat. The
problem with prolonged warfare is
eventually the weaker country runs
out of cheap tricks and fake mines.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
The Philippine Republic can defend
itself. You should learn to live with
it! And stop trying to buy family
members.
HAN
(Chinese)
You, young sir, can go. Go talk to
Bao. We are done for now.
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Santos almost explodes, but he restrains himself. He bows
politely and walks out of the hall, humiliated.
Han however is so angry he breaks a vase.
INT. GARDEN - ZHONGNANHAI - DAY
Dozens of flowers. Pavilion; decorative rocks and a rock
garden; plants, trees and more flowers; and water elements,
several ponds. The garden is enclosed by a wall and has a
winding path.
Santos stands on a bridge over a pond.
Yujuico comes to stand beside him and tries to console him.
Puts his hand on Santos’s shoulders. But Santos doesn’t want
it. Yujuico stands there awkwardly.
SANTOS
Don’t you think it’s strange that he
wants to sell me Bao?
YUJUICO
Chinese gardens aren’t just thrown
together. Instead, they’re
deliberately designed and visitors
should walk through them.
Santos hasn’t really looked around. He’s been looking into the
pond beneath the bridge.
SANTOS
I should walk through the garden?
YUJUICO
And by the time you return, you’ll
have an answer.
(beat)
You will be resolute.
Yujuico stays.
Santos walks.
BAO has left the path and is soaking her feet in a pond.
BAO (O.S.)
(Chinese)
Don’t you want me?
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Santos looks up. It is Bao (29), in the water holding up her
skirt.
SANTOS
(recollects himself)
(Chinese)
What are you doing?
BAO
I’m soaking my feet, silly. Come on.
Take your shoes off.
Santos doesn’t but he does sit in the grass near her.
SANTOS
If I marry you he’ll…
BAO
(interrupting)
Yes, Yes. It’s all very embarrassing.
Like I’m some 17th century Princess,
married off to guarantee peace.
SANTOS
But it won’t guarantee anything, will
it?
BAO
Well, I won’t cause you any trouble.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
We haven’t spoken for… how long. And
suddenly.
BAO
(Chinese)
You’re my friend from university
days, aren’t you?
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Go, fighting Trojans!
He looks at her white legs, totally unaffected.
BAO
(Chinese)
How do you afford to live in the
palace?
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SANTOS
The parliament cut me off, you heard?
(beat)
People pitch in a little here and
there.
BAO
(Chinese)
I’m hardly worth an entire island.
And I think it would be suicide for
you.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
I sure don’t want to hurt your
feelings. But you are right.
BAO
(Chinese)
You don’t want to give away the south
and become a dictator in the north?
(beat)
Good for you.
She exits the water and whispers something in his
ear.
BAO
(Chinese)
Never show him you’re weak. And
especially about me. He’ll rip you to
pieces. You are a president on
foreign soil. Behave like one. I’m
just saying.
Santos looks as if she has slapped him in the face.
BAO
(Chinese)
Mr. President. Oh, and I did mean it.
Happy birthday.
She steps out of the water.
SANTOS
(Chinese)
Hey. What’s your email?
She whispers in his ear and walks away. Santos follows her
with his eyes, mystified.
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EXT. NEW SENATE BUILDING - FORT BONIFACIO - DAY
The PM’s vehicle is approached by a suicide bomber. Getting
out of a vehicle, Bam is injured (foot) by shrapnel. Joseph
escapes harm by remaining in the vehicle.
EXT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
For no easily known reason, the building simply explodes.
INT. IMPERIAL BATHROOM – HAN’S APARTMENT - DAY
President Han in his underwear at the bathtub, his hair in
disarray. In the door is a naked PROSTITUTE, wrapped in a
sheet. Who lays in an empty bathtub but maybe a drug addict?
It’s clear he’s strung out on an opiate. The CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTER has to negotiate his way through the door. The
prostitute isn’t much more sober than President Han. The
Foreign Minister has a document and clipboard and he hands Han
a pen.
Han is still hesitant. The Foreign Minister cajoles him,
whispering.
FOREIGN MINISTER
(Chinese)
You want to put an end to that
Filipino arrogance once and for all,
right?
Han looks straight ahead, still angry with Santos.
FOREIGN MINISTER
(Chinese)
You don’t just want to destroy their
fleet. You want to crush them. The
Ayatola is willing to help you.
Han puts his signature. The Foreign Minister looks on
approvingly.
FOREIGN MINISTER
(Chinese)
Thank you, Mr. President.
PROSTITUTE
(to the FM)
(Chinese)
Make sure the Ayatolla gets that at
once.
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The Foreign Minister leaves.
HAN
(to the prostitute)
(Chinese)
Satisfied?
PROSTITUTE
(Chinese)
The Hungarian-American has paid me to
convey my eternal gratitude
personally. Come on.
Han grins and “tries” to rise-up out of the tub.
INT. HOSPITAL - NENITA POE - DAY
Nenita Poe lies in bed, burned and wounded, mortally ill. Pale
and wet with sweat. Luz dabs her forehead. Joseph sits in a
chair staring at her, lost. Luz stands beside her. Bam sits in
the window sill, a bit further on. A doctor nods at Joseph and
walks away.
A MESSENGER enters and whispers something in Joseph’s ear. He
nods, walks over to the bed and kneels beside Nenita.
JOSEPH POE
I have to go for just a moment.
NENITA POE
Bring the kids from school.
JOSEPH POE
That's not necessary. Believe me.
NENITA POE
Promise.
Joseph nods resignedly. And kisses Nenita. Luz and Isagani
exchange glances.
Joseph walks to the door.
JOSEPH POE
(to Luz)
The kids are at school.
Luz puts her hand on Joseph’s arm.
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Black lilies, funeral flowers, arrive for Nenita and Luz reads
the card. Joseph, Bam and Luz look bewildered at the black
roses.
LUZ
Sick…
Luz wants to go down to investigate but Joseph stops her.
JOSEPH POE
Leave it. Just let them.
He takes his coat from Bam. They walk away together. Bam
limps.
Luz looks at Isagani, startled.
INT. NEW HALL - SENATE - DAY
Joseph sits behind the government table while the Senate is
full of noise. He looks weary for the first time. Barely
listens. Bam is sitting to the side with a worried look on his
face.
The Senators speak hatefully.
SENATOR DE REYES
And they say the Ayatola has an army
of a hundred thousand men!
SENATOR DEL TORRES
‘They’ say. Who? Tell me who! Give me
one shred of proof.
SENATOR DE REYES
Easy for you to say! Your district
lies safe in the north.
An uproar.
INT. HOSPITAL - NENITA POE - DAY
Luz stays with Nenita.
INT. NEW HALL - SENATE - DAY
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Order! Order!
Sicat looks at all this from the last bench. Fully satisfied.
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SENATOR DE REYES
We’ve been paying taxes through the
nose for years. And what do we get in
return?!
SENATOR DEL TORRES
So, give up Mindanao. Maybe Ayatola
will levy less taxes.
SENATOR DE REYES
What?!
Senator De Reyes has a pistol inside his belt. He looks
hatefully at Del Torres, who has his own pistol.
The two pistols are obvious. Joseph sighs and looks at Bam,
who makes another yawning gesture. The yawning is a joke
between the brothers. But this time Joseph doesn’t laugh.
Bam limps away.
EXT. PINK JEEPNEY – THE POE CHILDREN’S SCHOOL - DAY
Isagani picks up the Poe children from school.
INT. NEW HALL - SENATE - DAY
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Order! Order!
Joseph gets up slowly.
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Order!
Joseph remains standing until it’s silent.
JOSEPH POE
Gentlemen. Ayatolla may collect as
many soldiers as he wants. But he
cannot win. We are an island nation
and the Persians aren’t good sailors.
I hope they can swim!
He waves a newspaper, “Heroic Navy Ready.”
SENATOR DE REYES
And who says the Chinese won’t take
advantage?
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JOSEPH POE
Our treaty with China is intact.
An uproar. Sicat gets up and walks forward. The hall falls
silent again. This is the moment the opposition has been
waiting for.
JOSEPH POE
Honorable Senator Sicat. I hope you
don’t suffer from poor sleep, do you?
SENATOR SICAT
Well, I’d sleep a whole lot better if
the president were commander-inchief. Because then I would know the
army will defend us.
A standing ovation from the Blues. Joseph barely reacts.
INT. HOSPITAL - NENITA POE
The kids all tearfully say “goodbye” to their mother.
EXT. NEW MORENO HOME - DAY
Luz takes the Poe children to stay with his children. To wait.
Princess feeds over a dozen freightened and worried kids.
INT. HOSPITAL – HALLWAY
Joseph walks. When he turns the corner, Bam comes up to him
with a gloomy look. Joseph falters but remains standing.
INT. HOSPITAL - NENITA POE - DAY
Joseph kneels beside the dead Nenita. The Prime Minister cries
like a child. Luz stands there awkwardly. She has tears in her
eyes herself. Bam tries to console Joseph.
Isagani enters. He tries to fight back his tears when he sees
Joseph cry beside Nenita’s bed.
INT. MALACAÑANG PALACE – DAY
Santos and Yujuico sit staring languidly with a glass of wine,
when Senator Sicat enters. He is obviously excited.
SENATOR SICAT
The Iranians are at Davao.
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SANTOS
What?
SENATOR SICAT
A hundred thousand men. With Ayatolla
present in person.
Santos sits down. Broods.
YUJUICO
Good news for us.
Yujuico gives Sicat a glass of wine.
SENATOR SICAT
(raises glass)
To the Ayatolla.
He clicks his glass against Yujuico’s.
SANTOS
(to Yujuico)
What are you doing?
Santos knocks the glass out of Yujuico’s hand. Potential
domestic violence. Santos takes Yujuico by the lapel and
shakes him.
SANTOS
Do you realize what will happen?
SENATOR SICAT
The army, your army, you will be
appointed as chief of the army. You
get to save the country and…
YUJUICO
And then you “have” the country.
Santos shakes his head. Yujuico and Sicat do not understand.
Something in Santos has changed.
SANTOS
Han has made a deal with the
Ayatollah.
Sicat and Yujuico contemplate things.
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SENATOR SICAT
That would explain a lot. They have
agreed that Han won’t interfere. But
in that case we stand a good chance
against… (the Ayatollah)
SANTOS
Don’t you understand? Don’t you
understand anything at all?
Sicat looks at Santos incomprehensibly.
SENATOR SICAT
There’s a treaty with China.
SANTOS
A piece of paper.
SENATOR SICAT
You expect the Chinese to attack as
well?
SANTOS
Not just attack. I think Han will
simply hand half of our country over
to the Ayatolla. And he’ll take the
Northern islands.
The reaction of Sicat and Yujuico.
Then the penny drops.
SANTOS
Here read this email.
INT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE – WAKE - DAY
All the windows are covered with black drapes. A black wreath
hangs on the door. Joseph stands before a portrait of Nenita.
Three senators (De Laurel, De Reyes and another one) talk to
him, softly. They deliver bad news. Very bad news.
EXT. DOCK - MANILA - DAY
SUPPLY SHIPS are being loaded with weapons and ammunition for
the south. Luz looks at an inventory list and Guinto looks at
the boxes that are carried by SEAMEN.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Be careful with those! Careful!
You’ll blow up the entire dock.
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Two gentlemen get out of a vehicle: Joseph and Bam.
Captain Guinto takes the list from Luz.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
I’ll finish it.
Two SEAMEN with blue scarves look condescendingly at the two
politicians. Bam is aware of the harsh looks. Luz walks over
to the brothers.
LUZ
(to Joseph)
Aren’t you supposed to be with your
daughters?
JOSEPH POE
Not with Islamic troops on Filipino
soil.
Luz nods.
They walk on together. Bam keeps looking behind them, nervous.
JOSEPH POE
They’ve advanced to Cagayan de Oro.
LUZ
But why Cagayan de Oro?
JOSEPH POE
Davao is too stubborn for them. So
they’ve moved around it. Maybe starve
them out.
BAM
They have made a pact with Cagayan de
Oro too…
JOSEPH POE
And with the imams in Cebu.
They stand still. Luz tries to process the news.
LUZ
Iran in Cebu and Cagayan de Oro...
The Chinese will be here any minute.
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BAM POE
They have divided our country
already. They all get a piece of the
pie.
LUZ
So Han doesn’t only want to destroy
our fleet; he means to land troops.
JOSEPH POE
On Luzon?
LUZ
Read this email.
Luz shows them an email, one that she’s gotten from Santos. A
warning from Bao.
JOSEPH POE
(to Luz)
How far along are you?
LUZ
Most of the ships aren’t ready yet.
And it’s difficult to collect the
crews.
JOSEPH POE
I’ve sent the entire Army south.
BAM POE
There won’t be any opposition if they
reach the beach here on Luzon.
LONG BEAT
JOSEPH POE
You’re our most important trump, Luz.
Make sure they don’t turn the
Philippines into provinces of China
and Iran.
They shake hands.
JOSEPH POE
I should have acted... (earlier)
LUZ
(interrupts)
You’re the best thing that could have
happened to this country.
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(beat)
Nobody could have predicted this.
They walk back to the vehicle.
LUZ
(to Bam, re: foot)
It’s gotten worse again?
BAM POE
Yes, But I’m okay.
LUZ
(re: Joseph)
You’d better keep up with him.
They exchange worried glances. Bam nods. The brothers get into
the vehicle. And drive away.
SAILOR
Long live the republic!
Luz walks back to the dock. But then she sees:
In the middle of an invasion… In the middle of loading a ship
with ammunition… TWO SEAMEN wearing BLUE SCARVES start beating
and kicking a REPUBLICAN SAILOR.
TWO BLUE OFFICERS stand a bit further on and turn a blind eye.
Luz quickly walks over to the officers. They don’t see her
coming.
One of the officers looks up. A PISTOL is pressed against his
temple, Luz’s weapon.
LUZ
Are you working for the CCP or for
the Ayatolla?
OFFICER
Err...
LUZ
(loudly)
Do you work for the Iranians or the
Chinese? Which?
The seamen stop fighting. Look around.
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OFFICER
No, Admiral. Neither.
LUZ
Then I suggest you keep discipline.
Because we are under attack. Blue AND
Red!
OFFICER
Admiral.
Luz lowers her weapon.
INT. BED ROOM - NEW MORENO HOME - DAY
A bag in the middle of the bed. Luz puts some papers in it.
Hannah comes walking up with a pile of clothes.
HANNAH
And where should I put these?
LUZ
You did my laundry?
HANNAH
Not a problem.
LUZ
Just put them on the bed.
She puts the clothes down.
Eve is also putting things in her duffel bag. Isagani comes in
with another pile of clothes and wants to put it in, but Eve
stops him.
EVE
Mum. I’ll do it.
ISAGANI
Don’t you girls have packing to do
yourself?
Isagani takes the clothes from her hands and puts it in the
bag. Isagani stands there helplessly. Wants to caress her, but
pulls back his hand. Luz notices.
Luz and Isagani exchange glances.
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ISAGANI
The girls will be safe in the
mountains.
LUZ
Who knows if it’s really safer there?
Some places we are considered
traitors who work for those terrible
republicans.
He organizes the stuff in Luz’s bag. He knows there’s no use
in talking to her now.
Hannah enters the room again.
HANNAH
Mom. There’s someone here to see you.
Luz walks into the hall. An UNKNOWN MAN is standing there.
UNKNOWN MAN
Admiral Moreno?
LUZ
Yes.
The man steps forward at the speed of lightning with A KNIFE.
Luz sidesteps him. The man tries to stab her again. Luz uses a
judo move; the man loses his balance and the knife.
HANNAH
Mommy!!!
The knife clatters to the floor. Isagani runs into the hall
with a pistol. The man runs away before Luz has a chance see
who he is. Isagani runs to the door… he can shot the man in
the back as he’s running away. He doesn’t. Kids all watching.
The man is gone. A bit further on stands an expensive SUV. It
drives away as soon as Luz sees it. On the back, we see a blue
bumper sticker.
Isagani joins her and looks if she is wounded...
LUZ
You’re going to Baguio. End of
discussion.
ISAGANI
I won’t let myself be chased away.
I’ll wait for you here.
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LUZ
You most certainly will not.
ISAGANI
I feel emasculated.
They embrace.
EXT. DOCK - MANILA - DAY
Luz steps on board a harbor patrol boat. When they motor away,
Isagani stands there with Hannah.
Luz looks back towards the city, filled with gloomy
premonitions. Eve joins him and looks at him quizzically.
Isagani puts his arm around his worried daughters.
TITLE: Pagadian City (2031)
EXT. PAGADIAN CITY - MORNING
A peaceful market scene. People walk past stalls. A man
selling fish. Suddenly they hear a ROARING SOUND in the
distance. And again, closer now.
Everybody stands still, holds their breath. When... AN
EXPLOSION. SMOKE. CHAOS.
TWENTY IRANIAN SOLDIERS come rushing up through the smoke. The
one in front carries a Iranian revolutionary flag.
IRANIAN
Khoda bi hamta ast!
Another SOLDIER shoots the first man he meets. Screaming, the
Filipinos run away.
EXT. MAP CGI - DAY
The map of the Philippines. Four arrows (two Iranian armies)
invade Mindanao. Explosions… Propaganda. Also, two Chinese
fleets set to invade.
EXT. MINDANAO - DAY
At the head of the Iranian troops, we see a man his head
sticking out of a tank with a goofy headset on, decked out
with black turban and a huge beard. The AYATOLLA, a holy man,
driving a Chinese-made tank. MICHAEL DUKAKIS in 1988.
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INT. NEW HALL - SENATE - DAY
An uproar in the New Hall. Everybody yelling through one
another.
SENATOR DE REYES
… this situation is no longer
tenable. President Santos is the only
one who can lead the army.
(points at Joseph)
The PM should resign. Now!
Joseph listens to it, pale and worn out.
JOSEPH POE
Fine. I quit.
Bam shakes his head, signaling that resigning is a mistake.
Long long beat. Huge shock! Three seconds of anarchy.
SENATOR SICAT
Well, then there isn’t any rule that
the Defense Minister must be a
sitting senator. I move we make… Alex
Santos our DM.
(beat)
With your permission, I’ll serve as
Prime Minister, but only until the
crisis is over and the presidential
constitution is restored.
Everyone seems to agree. The republicans are without an ounce
of energy. They are in shock that the prime minister would
resign so easily.
EXT/INT. MALACAÑANG PALACE - SANTOS – DAY
The palace has been restored. Again there are SOLDIERS
everywhere.
Santos tries on a new military uniform in front of the mirror.
Yujuico helps him get dressed. Sicat enters.
SENATOR SICAT
They are waiting, Mr. President.
SANTOS
They’ve dallied for so long. I’m busy
at the moment.
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Yujuico and Sicat chuckle.
SENATOR SICAT
I propose that we appoint Cruz as
admiral.
YUJUICO
(nods)
Someone we can trust.
SANTOS
Since when can I not trust Moreno?
SENATOR SICAT
But sir...
SANTOS
Try to understand, Sicat. We must
work together. I want to be leader of
ALL Filipinos.
Santos nods to a new servant. He gives a signal to somebody
outside the room. A delegation of Senators enters (De Reyes).
SENATOR DE REYES
Mr. President. It is my honor and
great pleasure to ask you on behalf
of the Senate of the Republic of the
Philippines to accept the title of
Minister of Defense, until the
previous constitution can be
restored.
SANTOS
(interrupts)
Yes, yes.
The Senator looks at him confused.
SENATOR DE REYES
I do have one point of concern.
SENATOR SICAT
(concurs with him)
We have heard troubling news about an
assassination plot against the
president. And we know who are behind
it.
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SANTOS
An assassination plot? I wasn’t
aware.
EXT. ADMIRAL’S HELO - PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Luz lands her helo on board. Captain Guinto is waiting for
her. Guinto holds a communication in hand.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
I’ve some bad news.
Luz notices the Captain’s concern.
LUZ
My God. What?
She opens the communication and reads it. Her face clouds
over.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
They say that Bam tried to murder the
president.
(reads)
He’s been arrested for treason.
Joseph asks if you will intervene for
him.
Luz immediately walks back to the admiral’s helicopter.
Captain Guinto walks with her.
She reboards her helo.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Don’t do anything foolish.
LUZ
I can’t just let them shoot him!
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Luz. The brothers Poe are lost. You
better stay out of this.
LUZ
What a beautiful concept freedom is.
I will say whatever I want for as
long as my eyes are open!
She shuts the door of the helo. Engines are loud.
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CAPTAIN GUINTO
He might have actually…
(participated)
INT. CHURCH - DAY
Two sinister-looking men, OCAMPO (35) and VALMORIDA (40), walk
to the front of the empty church, holding their hats. When
they reach the front, they see a gentleman sitting on the
front row pew. He turns around and gestures with a nod. It is
Sicat.
INT. PRISON - TORTURE ROOM
Bam Poe lies on the floor after torture.
He’s been beaten and water-boarded. Clearly there has been
sleep deprivation. Torn clothes, blood coming out of his nose
and mouth. The TORTURER is about to begin again. Two SOLDIERS
look on. One of them makes notes. The other one bends over
Bam.
BAM POE
(speaks with difficulty)
Come on, you can do better than that.
SOLDIER
I could make it a lot easier for you.
All you have to do is tell the truth.
You were an accomplice in a
conspiracy to murder President
Santos.
Bam shakes his head.
SOLDIERS
We have witnesses. So I can’t see how
you could deny that you… (were
involved).
BAM POE
That is...(so) highly unfortunate you
have people willing to lie.
The soldier nods to the torturer, who throws a towel over
Bam’s face… Water. Bam can’t breathe. Bam has no strength
left to scream. He loses consciousness. They wake him by
hitting his feet with sticks.
The soldier walks to a man who stands in the shadows looking
on. It is Senator Sicat. The soldier shakes his head.
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SOLDIER
He can’t take much more of it.
SENATOR SICAT
I reckon you don’t want to end up
there (re: water boarding) yourself?
Sicat goes outside.
EXT. THE PRISON - COURTYARD - EVENING
Outside he hears a mob (125 Blues) pounding on the gates.
CROWD
Poe! Murderer! Poe! Murderer!
Del Valencia is waiting. He is nervous.
SENATOR SICAT
(listens to the mob)
We must try to get his brother here
as well.
(hands Del Valencia a note)
Tell him it’s from Bam.
DEL VALENCIA
(hesitates)
But...
SENATOR SICAT
We’re in power now. Are you for or
against us?
Del Valencia nods, takes the note and walks away.
EXT. THE PRISON - EVENING
Joseph (holding the note) tries to get into the prison unseen.
Sicat looks on from an open window in the building. He
gestures to Ocampo and Valmorida, who stand in the crowd. They
turn around. And ‘recognise’ Joseph.
OCAMPO
There he is! Poe!
MOB
Poe!... Murderer!... Get him.
Joseph barely manages to escape, a sly GUARD lets him into the
prison gate. Sicat is satisfied.
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INT. PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE - EVENING
Luz stands at Joseph’s house. A servant has just opened the
door.
LUZ
And you don’t know where he went?
The servant shakes his head. And closes the door. Luz drives
in the direction of the prison. She sees more and more people
moving in the direction of the prison.
LUZ
(to a passerby)
What’s going on there? Hey!
The man simply walks on. Luz exits the vehicle and begins to
run, pushing people aside left and right.
INT. PRISON HOSPITAL - BAM - EVENING
Joseph is let in by a guard. He finds Bam on a hospital bed,
beaten to a pulp. Unconscious. Joseph shakes him awake. His
lungs are congested.
JOSEPH POE
Hey, little brother.
Bam looks up. Alarmed when he sees Joseph.
BAM POE
They’ve lured you to this place.
JOSEPH POE
Doesn’t matter. You’re being
released.
BAM POE
I doubt that.
JOSEPH POE
They can’t punish you if you didn’t
do it, right?
Bam makes a guilty gesture. Joseph shakes his head. Bites his
lip.
JOSEPH POE
Can you walk?
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Joseph looks at Bam’ feet. They are shattered.
BAM POE
Strange. My foot doesn’t hurt
anymore.
Joseph puts him upright. Bam moans with pain. Almost faints
again. Outside they hear the banging on the gates and the
protests.
JOSEPH POE
Try it.
Joseph pulls Bam up from the bed.
EXT/INT. THE PRISON - COURTYARD - EVENING
A large crowd (now 425) stands in front of the prison gate
now. Bangs on the door.
CROWD
Poe! Give us Poe!!
Sicat stands in the courtyard and nods to one of the guards.
Then he disappears into the building.
The guard opens the gate. The crowd flows into the prison
yard.
INT. THE PRISON - STAIRS - EVENING
Joseph supports Bam as they walk down the stairs step by step.
JOSEPH POE
Is there a back way out of this
place?
The Guard points to a door.
Joseph looks around. He might believe the guard.
JOSEPH POE
There.
He wants to walk there, but Bam is very weak.
Joseph and Bam go through the door that locks behind them.
MAN
There they are!
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At least 400 men look up at them. For a moment nobody does
anything. Joseph realizes they cannot flee anymore. He steps
forward.
JOSEPH POE
Come on then, bitches!
EXT. THE PRISON - COURTYARD - EVENING
Luz arrives and tries to push through the crowd.
MAN
Republicans!
Cheers as Bam and Joseph are beaten and kicked. Five men stand
around Bam and ram rifle butts into his face. Ocampo and
Valmorida are there as well.
Bam tries to defend himself against the kicking mob. Until
Valmorida points a pistol at his head and...
BANG! The bullet pierces Bam’s face.
Sicat is looking from a prison window. He sees Luz trying to
push through the crowd.
Sicat gives a signal to Ocampo, who pulls a gun without anyone
noticing it. He steps forward quickly and...
BANG! He shoots Joseph in the face. Then he walks away with
Valmorida.
Luz stops. She has heard the shots, but can only see Joseph’s
legs.
LUZ
Joseph. Joseph!
The mob throws itself at the dead bodies of Joseph and Bam.
Everyone has their smartphone cameras out. Some are even
taking barbaric selfies with the dead bodies. Luz is almost at
the front now.
There’s cheering. Then Luz sees the bodies of Joseph and Bam.
Horribly maimed and their faces unrecognizable. She is
perplexed and almost throws up.
Luz looks up and sees Sicat standing in the window. He points
at Luz...
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SENATOR SICAT
There! Moreno. Poe’s little friend!
There!
The crowd can’t hear him but he’s clearly pointing at someone.
The people look around.
WOMAN
Moreno!
Luz pushes through the crowd.
CROWD
Stop her.
Luz pushes people aside and cuts her way through the crowd.
They don’t really have the guts to stop her. They paw at her.
Until a big man stands before her. Luz draws her pistol and
threatens him.
LUZ
Out of the way!
Luz flees the prison into an alley. She runs until she can’t
go any further. She catches his breath against a wall. A smear
of blood on her uniform. Tears. Rage.
Then she looks up and realizes:
LUZ
Isagani!
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - EVENING
Isagani sits eating with the children. Mary comes in the back
door. She takes off her scarf and sits down at the table.
Outside we hear a crowd of people (80). The atmosphere is
threatening.
MARY
I could barely get through. They are
remarkably dumb, don’t they realize
we have a back door?
ISAGANI
Eat. It’s getting cold.
HANNAH
Why are these people so angry?
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ISAGANI
They’re afraid.
At that moment a stone, painted blue, flies through the
window.
ISAGANI
(to Mary)
Take the children upstairs.
He gets up and closes the curtains.
EXT. STREETS - FORT BONIFACIO - EVENING
Luz races out of Fort Bonifacio in a motorcycle taxi.
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
A crowd has gathered outside the house of Isagani and Luz.
CROWD
Those traitors! Friends of Poe!
There’s a nest of them still.
We see a light upstairs.
INT. THIRD FLOOR - NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
Princess and the children are hiding on the top floor when
Mary enters with a flashlight. Princess quickly turns it off.
EXT. PORT AREA - STREET - NIGHT
Luz is racing through the streets. She can see the port in the
distance. Then she sees the house...
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
Two men are trying to incite the crowd. Other people, sailors
and people from the neighborhood shake their heads, but do not
intervene.
HENDRIK
First, they betrayed us to the
Chinese and now to the Iranians. That
Moreno as well. ‘Cause if she would
have wanted, she would have chased
them away already. Our ships are
still docked. And she clearly works
for the Ayatolla. I say we set the
place on fire!
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Cheering. In the middle of the commotion, something happens
that nobody expects: the front door opens.
Isagani comes outside. He is outwardly calm. Looks at the man
with the gasoline bomb, who stops. It gets very quiet.
ISAGANI
Don’t you have anything better to do
than to stand here? Go back to your
families.
Murmurs.
HENDRIK
Your wife has betrayed us.
ISAGANI
Betrayed you? Sure. And what did my
wife do when the Chinese attacked us?
And at Manila. The West Philippine
Sea. And the Sunda Strait. Did she
betray you? Or did my wife save you
and your family then?
People nod approvingly.
In the background, Álvarez comes out of the dock area. He sees
what is happening.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
(to radio)
I’m at the admiral’s residence. I
need marines. Quickly!
ISAGANI
I can understand that you’re afraid.
I am afraid too.
(beat)
If the fleet is still here, then
there is a good reason. So go home.
The crowd seems to calm down by Isagani’s words. Some people
are going home already.
HENDRIK
She wanted to kill the president.
Together with Poe!
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SAILOR
Rubbish! Piss off with your lies.
This clown is a professional
agitator.
The SAILOR leaves the crowd and stands beside Isagani. A fight
ensues. For a moment Isagani doesn’t know what to do. Then,
suddenly...
A GASOLINE BOMB is thrown through the window. The curtains
catch fire. Isagani flees inside to extinguish the flames.
The pink jeepney is burned. Nothing to stop that.
The crowd is startled by vehicles: a group of armed marines
(10) come to the rescue, weapons ready. Captain Álvarez at the
front, brandishing his pistol.
EXT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
Luz rides up the house in the motorcycle taxi. But… the drama
is over. She sees what has happened to the house and storms
inside.
INT. KITCHEN - NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
Luz walks through the house in a panic.
LUZ
Isagani? Mary?!
She
all
and
the

enters the kitchen. Captain Álvarez is there. There are
ten marines quietly drinking chocolate milk with Isagani
the children. There aren’t glasses for everyone; some of
marines are drinking from pink sippy cups.

Hannah jumps up to embrace her.
HANNAH
Mommy!
Isagani looks at her soberly.
ISAGANI
Good thing the house is so near the
port.
Captain Álvarez gets up and the marines stir, put down their
cups.
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CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
I guess I should be going. See you
tomorrow, admiral. These men will be
outside.
Luz grabs Álvarez’s hand. Looks at him gratefully. Álvarez
nods at her, then at Isagani. Álvarez and the marines leave.
ISAGANI
(to Luz)
Where have you been?
LUZ
Fort Bonifacio.
Luz is at the verge of breaking down.
ISAGANI
Girls, you go ahead upstairs to bed.
Princess disappears with the children. Luz collapses in a
chair.
ISAGANI
What happened?
LUZ
I came too late… I… (nearly)
EXT. THE PRISON - COURTYARD - NIGHT
The dust has settled. Santos (in uniform), Senator Sicat,
Yujuico and Cruz get out of a vehicle. They see:
The CORPSES OF JOSEPH AND BAM are being loaded into black
bags. A coroner‘s wagon waits.
Santos is visibly shaken. Has difficulty controlling his
breath. Yujuico is gloomy.
Yujuico AND Santos’ phone chime. It’s a photo of the dead
bodies.
Yujuico throws up. Santos turns away.
CRUZ
(to men)
Tell them to piss off!
Cruz stays with Santos.
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CRUZ
Then block them.
SENATOR SICAT
But it had to happen. At the first
defeat, the brothers would have
seized power again.
Santos doesn’t respond.
SENATOR SICAT
We must be sure that we can trust
everyone.
Cruz exchanges glances with Sicat. This is well prepared.
SENATOR SICAT
We cannot allow Cruz to serve under
Moreno. He should be the admiral. She
can be the vice-admiral if you must.
CRUZ
Of course, I want to serve my
country…
SENATOR SANTOS
Moreno stays. I have appointed her
for life. And I am a man of my word.
(to Cruz)
You’ll just have to reconcile with
her.
CRUZ
Reconcile?! With that woman? AND
she’s a republican. I wasn’t the one
who… (started the fight)
SENATOR SICAT
Mr. President. With all due respect.
You can’t do this. I think we should
at least promise Cruz that he will
succeed Moreno. If she would happen
to… die.
Santos wants to leave. He is growing up quickly and sees the
game that’s being played. They will kill her.
SANTOS
All right. Cruz succeeds Moreno… ONLY
if there’s a natural explainable end.
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Anything suspicious and the deal is
off.
Santos gets back into the vehicle. Cruz and Sicat exchange
glances.
INT. KITCHEN – NEW MORENO HOUSE - NIGHT
Isagani and Luz sit together in silence.
LUZ
I’m not saying he was an angel, but
the things that man went through in
his life. Political intrigue, as bad
as it is now.
ISAGANI
I hear you. You’re going to do as
they ask? So go.
LUZ
Do try to understand...
ISAGANI
We were almost murdered as well.
LUZ
Yes, I know.
He embraces her.
ISAGANI
Promise me one thing. When this is
over, retire. We’ll buy a beach house
somewhere.
She smiles.
INT. NEW HALL – SENATE - DAY
Santos consults with a group of military officers including
Vice Admiral Cruz and Yujuico. They are bent over a map of the
Philippines.
A little further on, Luz stands waiting for the president who
is in full regalia. Luz sees Sicat alongside Santos as well.
She looks at him intently. Sicat looks back at her arrogantly.

146

YUJUICO
Mindanao has surrendered. The
Iranians are already on Negros and
Cebu.
SANTOS
Where can we lay mines? Real mines.
YUJUICO
Are you sure we should do that?
People live… off the fishing… (by the
millions).
CRUZ
I’ll do it.
SANTOS
Give me the exact locations.
Cruz has no idea. He’s frozen. And makes a gesture he’ll need
to study the map/charts.
Santos walks over to Luz, who looks at him with visible
reluctance.
LUZ
Mr. President.
SANTOS
(tries to gauge Luz)
Admiral.
(to his entourage)
Leave us alone.
(to Cruz)
You stay.
The others leave, Cruz stays. Santos takes Luz aside.
SANTOS
I know how you feel, Admiral.
LUZ
Is that so?
SANTOS
But the Iranians are already… And the
Chinese will try to invade from the
north. And obviously they’ll have
help from the Iranian fleet.
Luz nods. She knew already.
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SANTOS
He can’t do this. The country needs
you. Both of you. Come!
Santos walks to Cruz with Luz. Cruz is pretending to study
charts, but he’s waiting nervously, not sure how Luz will
react. Luz walks up to him. Looks him square in the eye. And
offers him her hand. Cruz looks at Santos hesitantly. Santos
nods. Cruz shakes Luz’s hand.
CRUZ
I’ll lay the mines wherever you say.
LUZ
You sure better.
She almost crushes Cruz’s hand.
SANTOS
Perfect, perfect! And if you will
excuse me now. We are going to
address the nation. Blood and
sacrifice.
He walks away hurriedly.
EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Moreno and Cruz step onboard. They are met with cheers. Cruz
offers Luz A BLUE SASH. Luz waves it away.
EXT. PRIVATE TRUCK - SCRAP YARD – DAY
Philippine Navy RESERVE OFFICERS.
RESERVE OFFICER #2
Can you tell me why we are gathering
up every 55-gallon barrel in the
country?
RESERVE OFFICER #1
Rusted out and not. Water barrels and
chemical drums.
RESERVE OFFICER #2
And using day labor and in private
trucks?
The barrels are loaded into trucks.
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RESERVE OFFICER #1
It doesn’t matter if we use day labor
and private trucks.
RESERVE OFFICER #2
The bottom line is just to get the
job done.
RESERVE OFFICER #1
Exactly.
DAY WORKER
So what are you going to do with the
barrels?
The officers simply smile at the worker. Top Secret.
RESERVE OFFICER #2
(to officer #1)
I understand. It's just that I
thought war would be more glamourous
than this.
EXT. DAVAO AIRPORT - HANGER - DAY
The IRANIAN ADMIRAL HEJAZI (55) stands waiting with his
entourage.
A man, dressed in black, is there with Hejazi. He walks
nonchalantly like he is above all things: The AYATOLLA, a
calculating man who lowers the temperature in a room ten
degrees when he enters. A few notches more dangerous than
Zheng. Meeting of villans.
A Chinese plane lands and Admiral Zheng exits.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
Admiral.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
Admiral.
EXT. PRIVATE TRUCK - FISHING VILLAGE – DAY
Even still, some of the reserve officers have the red sashes.
They are cornered by village fishermen. They all have weapons,
machetes, old rusty pistols, knives, and baseball bats.
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FISHERMAN
You damn republicans. This is all
your fault. And you’re about to pay
for it!
REPUBLICAN OFFICER
Look we have a job to do. Just
listen. It’s nothing about red or
blue. A senate or president. Just let
us do our job, okay?
The words might mean nothing to the villagers, but the reserve
officers, wearing blue, come up behind the fishermen also with
weapons. Modern pistols. The fishermen back down and listen.
The reserve officers supervise and also help with the offloading of the barrels.
The private trucks and day workers are told to wait a halfmile down the road. They aren’t allowed to see anything.
The barrels are placed end-to-end on the fishing vessels so
that from Chinese satellite photos they will look like torpedo
or missile tubes.
EXT. GUIMARAS STRAIT - NIGHT
The Iranian fleet tries to move their soldiers from Negros to
Panay. Numerous explosions as the mines go off left and right.
Muslim men in the water.
SAILOR
We’ll be picked up. You sent a
distress call?
CAPTAIN
Radio silence.
Sharks. USS Indianapolis all over again.
INT. SHORE OF LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
All the reserve officers with day labor. They park private
trucks in the jungle and under trees. Hundreds of men build
houses on stilts, over the water; they are identical to the
existing homes of the local fishermen.
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INT. CABIN - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
President Santos and Luz stand around the chart table. Also,
there are the naval officers, including Álvarez, Guinto and
Cruz. Luz’s thoughts are elsewhere. Santos tries not to
interfere.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
The Chinese will not be getting much
help from the Iranian fleet. The
mines worked.
Silence.
SANTOS
It seems our Army has the Iranians
contained. But the Chinese what about
the Chinese? This time they don’t
just want to destroy our ships:
they’re going to try to land troops.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Admiral?
Luz doesn’t respond. Cruz looks most frightened.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Admiral? Our tactic?
LUZ
Thank you, Captain.
Cruz and Captains Álvarez and Guinto exchange worried glances.
But Luz recollects herself.
LUZ
The Chinese want Luzon. So they want
to reach the beach.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
That seems to be their objective.
LUZ
And that is our advantage.
The men look at her in surprise. Luz bends over the NAUTICAL
CHART - Lingayen Gulf.
LUZ (O.S.)
(points)
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With a little persuasion. I’ve
arranged it so that try to land here.
CRUZ
The same place the Americans landed
when we were occupied by the
Japanese.
LUZ
It’s also the location of a majority
of the sunken wrecks.
(beat)
The artificial reefs.
CRUZ
Lingayen Gulf is also notorious shoal
water that seriously constrains ship
maneuverability.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You said it was arranged?
INT. CABIN - CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
The same charts, but with satellite data. Zheng’s hands point
other spots on the Luzon coast (NOT Lingayen).
ADMIRAL ZHENG (O.S.)
(Chinese)
These fishing boats. Armed with some
sort of tubes, missles or torpedos.
We don’t know. But armed.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Slow, very slow. They are not trained
in the operational arts.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Yes, if something happened they would
be ages getting there. But that’s…
(irrelevant)
CHINESE CAPTAIN
Armed commercial vessels? We should
launch a complaint at the United
Nations.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
No. That will only bring their
attention to the fact that we know
what they are planning.
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CHINESE CAPTAIN
From the naval academy: never let
your enemy know what you know, or
don’t know.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
It seems to me that they’ve left a
hole in their armed fishing fleet.
(beat)
We can land soldiers here, virtually
unopposed.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
The Americans landed successfully
there in 1945. History repeats
itself.
INT. CABIN - BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
Luz points at the Lingayen Gulf.
Silence.
LUZ
It’s their war now. They’ll try to
push through to our coast. So we
invite them…
(beat)
Here!
CRUZ
And the Chinese will bring what they
always bring. Deep draft.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
(a pun)
Deeply daft!
CAPTAIN GUINTO
They think bigger is better.
LUZ
And we know that’s not always true.
CRUZ
And if they don’t want to land there?
LUZ
We have created a hole for them to
exploit.
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She points to the entire west coast of Luzon.
LUZ
There are approximately 20,000
fishing vessels each with a set of
55-gallon drums strapped to the deck.
(beat)
Everywhere but here!
CAPTAIN GUINTO
To the Chinese… they’ll think
they’re…
CRUZ
Is that legal? I was taught in
school…
(beat)
I mean putting weapons on civilian
vessels.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
It’s war. And they aren’t really
weapons.
SANTOS
They’re stage props.
Luz smiles: Cruz understands. Now the others also begin to
slowly nod. They are luring the Chinese into a trap.
INT. CABIN - CHINESE CARRIER - DAY
The Chinese and Iranians are bent over the same chart.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(Chinese)
So, we fly reconnaissance over the
south, non-stop.
(beat)
I intending to deceive the Filipino
forces into believing that the attack
on Luzon will come from the south. In
addition, transport aircraft can be
used to parachute dummies. And
Minesweepers sweep here and here.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
But the only mines intelligence has
reported were the mines that
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decimated the Iranian Navy in the
Guimaras Strait.
ADMIRAL ZHENG
I’m aware, but it’s a ruse.
CHINESE CAPTAIN
(Chinese)
Oh. Perhaps a few acts of sabotage
operations in southern Luzon then?
ADMIRAL ZHENG
Exactly.
INT. CABIN – BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - DAY
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
You want to simply let them sail in?
LUZ
Something else for a change.
Confusion. But Cruz begins to nod. He understands Luz’s plan.
But…
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Sometimes my head feels like a mellon
that’s been in the field a little too
long. Will somebody explain the plan
to me now?
CRUZ
It is dangerous letting them get so
near?
LUZ
But it’s OUR trap.
CRUZ
There IS a lot of activity in the
south.
LUZ
It’s a ruse. Ignore that.
They look at each other. They see eye to eye.
LUZ
Here. Here and Here are fishing
villages. They’ve built their
houses/huts on stilts out over the
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water. We’ve built even more the last
week.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Our shallow draft fast attack boats
can park under the houses?
LUZ
And not be seen by the Chinese.
CRUZ
(to Luz)
Inspired.
LUZ
This frees our deep draft boats to
attack what’s left of the Iranians in
the south.
CRUZ
One thing is clear. They can’t keep
an occupation army in the south
without a navy to supply them.
LUZ
Wanna flip me for it, Vice Admiral?
CRUZ
If you don’t mind, I’ll go south.
SANTOS
No more prizes. Please. We need
artificial reefs. I met a fisherman
recently who sold me on the idea.
CRUZ
Yes. I’ll do my best to sink them.
EXT. SHORE OF LINGAYEN GULF - NIGHT
The shallow draft attack boats arrive and moor themselves
under the homes. The reserve officers and even the day labor
enjoy the hospitality of the fishing villages. They eat well,
make acquaintances. Music and dancing.
TITLE: The Second Battle of Lingayen Gulf (2032)
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EXT. LINGAYEN COAST - DAY
Bells tolling everywhere in the country again. A TRAIN OF
PEOPLE moves away from the coast. Very hastily. Leaving their
homes behind. The fear is palpable.
Ten families watch with lawn chairs and optics. Others watch
their television sets, powered with solar panels. Some
Filipinos arrive from the mountains and move into the new
houses on stilts.
Ten families leave for the hills. Behind them lies their
houses on stilts. In front of them, mountains.
INT. ENTRANCE HALL – NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani puts a packed bag down. He watches TV news. He makes a
phone call. Outside there’s a huge uproar. Isagani peeks out
intently.
MARY (O.S.)
Are you leaving?
ISAGANI
The Chinese are landing at Lingayen.
Mary, Princess and the children stand behind her. Isagani
walks over to them, quickly tidies their hair.
ISAGANI
Go along with Princess. You’ll be
safe with her family in the
mountains.
MARY
You don’t intend to go to Lingayen
alone? They are very anti-republican.
ISAGANI
Just go.
Mary realizes that arguing is senseless. She embraces her
father.
MARY
(’cheerful’, to others)
Come.
She wants to open the front door, but…

157

ISAGANI
Not through the front door!
The children are startled by Isagani’s concerned reaction.
MARY
Dad…
ISAGANI
(’cheerful’)
The mini-van is in the back. Mary you
are driving. Move.
They leave from the back in the old mini-van. The mini-van
turns south.
Isagani remains at the front door by himself. The uproar
becomes louder. He sees all the chaos outside. When a boy on a
motorcycle pulls up in the front, (it’s Mary’s boyfriend) he
now has a sidecar. Isagani overcomes his fear, puts on a hat
and opens the door. Along the road north:
EXT. ROADS NORTH OF MANILA - DAY
A grocery store is plundered for food by a hungry and
frightened MOB. Inside the store lies the merchant, covered in
blood. Isagani recognizes the merchant. He is dead.
EXT. VILLAGE - LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
Bells toll. Isagani rides in the sidecar through the exodus.
Thousands of people trying to get out of the coastal villages,
when:
Suddenly, a BOY (14) with a toy drone yells at them:
BOY
They’re coming! I can see them!
MAN
Where is President Santos? He’s the
only one that can save us now. The
republicans are idiots.
The people stuck in traffic start to panic, trying to get away
from the Chinese all at once. Vehicles get stuck, run out of
fuel.
POV of the boy, his drone sends images to his phone:
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The fast attack boats reveal themselves. The Chinese are
surprised.
A superior force of hundreds of Chinese ships fights the
smaller Philippines fast boats in the gulf. Much closer than
at Manila Bay twice before. Fast boats vs. larger ships in
shallow water.
The missiles begin to roar.
EXT. BRP JOSEPH ESTRADA – CEBU - DAY
Cruz’s ship is under heavy attack.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
(sees incoming missiles)
Brace!
Remember Cruz fights like it’s the 18th century. Even the
language.
CRUZ
Tack!
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
Hard a port!
Too late. A missile strikes. Cruz’s ship seems to explode. The
ship is immediately doomed. Everywhere fires break out.
Cruz lies underneath the rubble. Álvarez pulls him from
underneath. And Cruz manages to stand. He kicks the debris
away angrily.
The suddenly the ship jerks. It’s sinking fast.
CRUZ
Damned. Abandon ship.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
We must get to the boats.
Cruz takes his optics. Peers at the Iranians one last time
from his old ship! Sinking.
CRUZ
DAMNED! Pity. I loved this ship.
They abandon ship.
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EXT. BRP PASCUAL CERVERA Y TOPETE - CEBU - DAY
Captain Guinto pulls the shaken Cruz onboard, plus a few other
men, including Álvarez.
LINGAYEN: Luz takes field glasses and peers at the Chinese.
CEBU: Cruz looks at the Iranians as well.
Communications is established with Luz. Cruz is now on the
helicopter carrier. Luz is on a very small boat but it’s (bow
to stern) communications equipment.
CRUZ
(into communications)
For once I did as you said...
SPLIT SCREEN: They smile.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
Vice-Admiral!
CRUZ
The Iranians.
LUZ
(to Cruz)
Take flight. You know the plan.
Cruz nods and smiles at Luz via the video link. And
immediately the Pascual Cervera y Topete turns and runs from
the Iranians.
LINGAYEN: Luz has two radars. She’s multi-tasking both
northern and southern battles. She smiles. Exactly what she
wants. She looks at the crewmen, young kids (19 and 20).
BACK TO: Cebu battle.
CRUZ
Surely the army is ready?
Guinto looks at Cruz, ill at ease. It’s not known for certain.
EXT. IRANIAN FLAGSHIP - TAÑON STRAIT - DAY
Admiral Hejazi looks through his binoculars and sees that the
BRP PASCUAL Cervera y Topete, followed by three more ships,
makes a turn into the strait between Santander and Dumaguete.
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On radar, the Iraians see the Philippine ships form a line and
hug the coast. As they enter the Tañon Strait.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
Infidels and cowards, they run.
IRANIAN CAPTAIN
Give chase?
Admiral Hejazi nods. The officer gives the signal. The Iranian
navy increases speed. The helm is turned. This causes the
boats to keel over and at full speed.
FORWARD LOOKOUT
(Farci)
Underwater! Underwater obstacle!
Hejazi looks up. He’s not prepared for that!
For a moment, it seems like the earth is pulled from
underneath their feet… From 24 knots to 0 in six feet. The
Iranian lookout flips over the rail and into the sea.
The Iranian ship comes to an unnatural standstill with a loud
grind. A deafening crunch. Iranian Admiral Hejazi and all the
Iranian sailors tumble over by the shock. Many are injured.
The ship is keeled over and a sudden stop!
The ship has hit an artificial reef, a sunken ship.
Another Iranian ship hits an artificial reef. Low tide. And
then a third and fourth. What is left of the entire Iranian
Navy, four heavy cruisers, are ALL hung up in the strait.
The Pascual Cervera y Topete stops its flight and turns into
the wind. The attack helicopters take off. They head directly
toward the stranded Irainian ships. Easy targets.
EXT. LILOAN PORT – CEBU ISLAND - DAY
The Army reveals themselves along the highway in missile
trucks, mobile land-based launch platforms. Several missiles
fly and impact the Iranian ships. And they disappear back into
the jungle.
EXT. BANDERA FARM – NEGROS - DAY
Old school, Philippine Army heavy artillery opens up from
secluded jungle clearing.
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EXT. NORTH - BEACH OF LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
Dozens of people (hundreds across the width of the coast)
watch from the beach at the naval battle. Troop landings are
imminent. Isagani looks through his Nikon looking for his
wife. He sees six Chinese ships troop ships come to a halt
with a huge crash. Stationary targets they begin burning from
Harpoon missiles, navy reserve mortars, and small arms fire
from inflatables.
EXT. IRANIAN FLAGSHIP - TAÑON STRAIT - DAY
Numerous missiles impact. Hejazi stands up with difficulty.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
(Farci)
All back. Reverse. Reverse!
The four Iranian ships are trying to back off the sunken
ships, artificial reefs. The sunken hulls keep hold, the
engines rev but the ships don’t move an inch.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
(Farci)
How is this possible?
CAPTAIN
Sir, they attacked at low tide.
They’ve sunk some sort of
obstruction.
The engines keep turning and the ship creaks, but they don’t
move. Missiles impact. Screams everywhere. Seamen jump from
the ship in droves. Many Muslims are in the water swimming to
the coast.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
(to officer)
I didn’t order anyone to abandon
ship! Keep trying, see if we can
free ourselves. Rapidly!
Hejazi looks at the enemy and sees less and less hope.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
Return fire!
Only a few Iranian gunners are still at their battle stations.
When the starboard side gunners do target the army missile
trucks on the Cebo Island coastal highway, they are gone,
moved back into the trees.
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On the port side, the gunners fire blindly in the general
direction of Bandera Farm, but they miss by miles. The Army
artillery officers wrinkle their noses and chuckle. The
Iranian navy has destroyed a few trees.
EXT. NORTH - FAST ATTACK BOAT - LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
Low flying Chinese fighter/bombers, launched from the Chinese
carrier, are downed routinely by Stinger missiles.
The lighter Philippine boats sail across the gulf with great
speed and the Chinese are unable to maneuver.
ADMIRAL ZHENG (O.S.)
(Chinese)
Please let them free themselves.
Luz watches from her fast attack boat, the shallow water under
her ship. She smiles at her crew.
LUZ
(to radio)
Let’s give them one more pass, shall
we?
The attack boats make another run past the motionless
amphibious carriers, all still hung up.
EXT. IRANIAN FLAGSHIP - TAÑON STRAIT - DAY
The Iranian captain looks up from the radar and keeps staring
at the Philippines ships in the distance. Disbelief.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
(Farci)
What?
He runs to the radar and looks for himself...
The Philippine attack helicopters are closing in on them.
EXT. LINGAYEN GULF – DAY
CHINESE SOLDIERS jump off the amphibious ships (without
shoes), swim a bit and then walk ashore. Their hands raised.
The Reserve Navy officers, who built the ambush, have pistols
drawn and make them sit orderly on the beach, prisoners of
war.
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EXT. NAVAL BATTLE - TAÑON STRAIT - DAY
The four Philippine helicopters move perfectly simultaneously.
And come straight towards the Iranian ships, dead in the
water.
HEJAZ
(Farci)
Mohamed the prophet. Have mercy on
us.
Then the helo’s anti-ship missiles begin their journey.
ADMIRAL HEJAZI
Whoever can, retreat. Abandon ship!
The missiles impact and the helos close the distance and their
cannons now bombard the Iranian ships.
EXT. SHORE - LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
Isagani sees how the Chinese are being bombarded. The
remaining Chinese ships turn around some hit rock, others
motor away. The aircraft carrier escapes. Isagani heaves a
sigh of relief, but then restrains himself because he doesn’t
want to draw attention in the anti-republican crowd that still
stands cheering. Isagani wants to walk away quietly, but...
MAN
Moreno! Admiral Moreno! She has saved
us!
Isagani looks up in surprise.
CROWD
Moreno! Horray for the republicans!
A LOUD CHEER resounds that cuts through Isagani’s soul. For a
moment he is confused, but the cheers continue.
CROWD
Moreno! She’s a republican!
Isagani cannot restrain herself any longer. Tears of relief
stream down his cheeks.
EXT. SOUTH - TAÑON STRAIT - DAY
Cruz boards an Iranian ship with a slew of Marines, but it’s
been abandoned. Cruz runs to the far-side rail and sees
thousands of Muslims swimming for Cebu.
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The Iranian Army has a force coming along the highway on Cebu,
but the Philippine Army darts out of the jungle and ambushes
them. Help will NOT arrive for the Iranians.
Cruz smiles. The marines laugh and cheer.
EXT. NORTH - FAST ATTACK BOAT - LINGAYEN GULF - DAY
Luz’s fast boat crews also cheer. Luz proudly takes in the
cheers as she motor’s past her men. She playfully sounds her
boat’s horn. Then a goofy YOUNG CREWMAN hugs her.
YOUNG CREWMAN
Lola.
Luz nods at him. She smiles at Guinto, Álvarez, and Cruz in a
4-split screen.
CAPTAIN GUINTO
(to seamen)
Lola?
Admiral Luz chuckles.
CAPTAIN ÁLVAREZ
I need to instruct the men, it’s not
so endearing for a young Admiral… a
lady… to be called Lola, a
grandmother.
LUZ
At this point, I don’t really care.
Luz smiles.
EXT. ASHORE - LINGAYEN GULF – DAY
Isagani is explaining things to a FILIPPINO MAN (90).
ISAGANI
Well, they came at low tide, they
would have beached those amphibious
ships and backed out at high tide.
FILIPPINO MAN
But they got hung up.
The old man chuckles. He probably saw the 1945 landing there.
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INT. HAN’S STUDY - IMPERIAL PALACE – EVENING
President Han stands opposite Admiral Zheng. Han is furious.
HAN
(Chinese)
The woman lured you into a trap!
He grabs the admiral by the throat.
HAN
(Chinese)
Do you understand what this means?
ADMIRAL ZHENG
(can’t breathe)
(Chinese)
Mr. President?
HAN
(Chinese)
I’m going to have to go back to those
little island people with my tail
between my legs.
INT. NEW MORENO HOUSE - DAY
Isagani helps Luz put on her dress uniform. Three official
Navy vehicles wait outside.
LUZ
This is a formality. One last little
display and then we’re done with it.
Isagani brushes the last specks of dust off her suit.
LUZ
You do believe me, don’t you?
ISAGANI
Republicans are being arrested
everywhere. Don’t say anything
foolish to the President.
INT. WEST CORRIDOR - NEW HALL - SENATE - DAY
Luz wants to walk to the assembly hall, but there is a stir.
Senator Del Torres is led away in handcuffs by soldiers of the
president. He’s being arrested but still he smiles at Luz.
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DEL TORRES
Congratulations, Admiral!
Luz nods and walks on. De Laurel accosts her.
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Admiral.
De Laurel beckons her away. Cruz continues walking.
Luz walks with him and they enter a dark recess in the
building.
SENATOR DE LAUREL
There are a few people I would like
to introduce you to.
Four new senators, we’ve not seen yet, stand in the semi-dark.
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Let’s forget about names for the
moment.
LUZ
What is this?
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Together these men represent onequarter of our army. A third of our
navy. They would like to see our
republic really become a republic
again.
LUZ
What? You want to involve me in a
conspiracy?
SENATOR DE LAUREL
You could be the symbol of our
resistance, Luz. People look up to
you.
LUZ
And I have the Navy behind me?
De Laurel remains meaningfully silent.
LUZ
You are crazy. We’ve just narrowly
dodged a bullet, two bullets. And now
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you want to involve the country in a
civil war?
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Better than a dictatorship.
Luz wants to walk away, but De Laurel stops her.
SENATOR DE LAUREL
Look around you!
LUZ
You’re doing exactly what you
shouldn’t do. You’re giving Santos a
reason to lock you up. The president
is afraid maybe, but I’ve spoken to
him. He also believes in the
republic.
(beat)
You must work together. Together, we
must build this country up again.
(to the others)
Gentlemen.
Luz walks away.
INT. EAST CORRIDOR - NEW HALL - SENATE

- DAY

Santos, Sicat and Yujuico are on their way to an assembly of
the New Hall.
YUJUICO
The republicans are organising
themselves again.
SENATOR SICAT
They want Moreno as their leader.
SANTOS
Do you have even one indication that
she wants to play a role?
Sicat and Yujuico exchange worried looks.
SENATOR SICAT
The question is if we can afford to
live with that uncertainty.
SANTOS
The people love her!
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SENATOR SICAT
That is exactly the problem.
Santos stands still for a moment. Sighs.
SANTOS
(sarcastically)
And let me guess; you have a plan
to... solve my problem?
They walk on.
INT. NEW HALL – SENATE - DAY
Red banners everywhere.
All the Senators wear RED SASHES, even the fiercest
republicans. They fear for their lives.
Luz sits down on a bench beside Cruz. They exchange nods.
Two dozen rows of soldiers dress uniforms but with pistols.
Highly polished holsters. They march into the hall from both
sides.
OFFICER (O.S.)
The president of the New Philippines!
Then Santos enters. Everybody stands.
Everyone cheers and applauds politely, but without the passion
that we saw in earlier scenes.
De Laurel looks on as well. He takes off his red sash and
wants to walk away, but... there are two soldiers beside him.
De Laurel will probably be arrested after the president
speaks. Santos looks at him casually and without expression.
Santos reaches the front and exhorts everyone to silence.
SANTOS
Thank you, thank you. There’s one man
I’d like to thank in particular,
without whom this glorious victory
for the nation would never have taken
place. The great hero of the battle
of Tañon Strait...
(hesitates, looks at Sicat)
... Vice-Admiral Cruz.
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Applause.
Sicat nods approvingly.
Reaction of Luz and Cruz. Luz could care less. It’s only a
stage play for her. She doesn’t need any medals.
CRUZ
(softly, to Luz)
I’m sorry.
Cruz steps forward bashfully. The first time he is not at ease
with a tribute. He almost refuses it. Santos puts a special
medal around his neck.
LATER…
INT/EXT. MALACAÑANG PALACE - SANTOS - DAY
Santos poses for a portrait photographer. Yujuico hangs
around, bored. In the hallway, Luz waits politely but
impatiently. Then Santos sees her.
SANTOS
Admiral Moreno!
Santos leaves the photographer, walks to Luz and shakes hands.
SANTOS
I’m so glad you came. I hope you
aren’t upset with me. No medal and no
honors. My advisers forbid me. But
you are deserving.
He takes Luz with him on a walk. Yujuico follows them with his
eyes.
(TIME-LAPSE)
During the talk they walk through the corridors of the palace,
past a row of portraits of past presidents.
SANTOS
Siargao? But is that exciting enough
for a woman like yourself?
LUZ
My mother and father are buried
there. The people there see me as I
really am.
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Santos nods approvingly.
SANTOS
But what will the country do without
you?
LUZ
(cautious)
The country has a good leader.
The president isn’t sure if she means it. They stand still in
front of a huge 500-year-old tree. Santos looks at it.
SANTOS
Have you ever heard what they say
about me? That I’m a child and only a
musician. They call me a celebrity;
and that’s not a compliment.
LUZ
Sticks and stones. Mr. President. Get
over it. You must help all the
Filipinos, not just the ones that say
they liked your music.
SANTOS
How can the president be a leader for
all Filipinos if they do not all love
him?
LUZ
They aren’t supposed to love you.
SANTOS
Do you mean that?
LUZ
You must stop thinking like a
celebrity and begin thinking like a
statesman.
SANTOS
You want me to release the republican
rebels?
LUZ
That would be a nice gesture.
SANTOS
And the old term limits?
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LUZ
You are reading my mind.
Santos tightens up. Luz notices.
SANTOS
It will take me more than one term to
straighten this country out. Should I
just look on as the republicans bring
our country to another civil war? I
can’t let that anarchy happen again.
LUZ
Like what happened to Joseph and Bam
Poe?
SANTOS
What? What do you mean?
LUZ
Was that good for the country too?
SANTOS
You don’t mean.... I had nothing
to...
LUZ
Nothing to do with that?
SANTOS
We had no control over the mob...
Nobody had any...
LUZ
I was there. Sicat was there.
Santos knows he can’t deny it anymore.
SANTOS
I regret it!
LUZ
You’ll have to live with your
conscience!
Santos is enraged and changes his tone. Luz realises she has
gone too far.
SANTOS
I’m beginning to doubt if you will
still obey when it’s necessary.
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LUZ
Forgive me, Mr. President. I...
SANTOS
I’m not sure I can trust you.
LUZ
I have always served my country.
SANTOS
I’ll not let you resign. Not yet.
LUZ
Mr. President?
SANTOS
You’ll perform one last assignment.
LUZ
Me? Why?
SANTOS
I don’t think it’s sensible to refuse
a direct command of your President.
LUZ
Have I ever done that?
SANTOS
I’m beginning to think that my
advisers are right.
LUZ
Then you should jail me.
SANTOS
That wouldn’t solve anything.
Certainly not for your family.
LUZ
My... family?
SANTOS
I heard your home was firebombed?
It’s difficult to protect the family
of a traitor. Remember that. You can
collect your assignment from Senator
Sicat on the way out.
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Luz walks directly past Senator Sicat, who is holding out a
set of papers. She refuses the papers. She walks to her
vehicle. Santos and Sicat are shocked at her defiance. If you
are curious it IS a suicide mission.
CAMERA: Long shot from the street. Luz stops at some reporters
who have gathered outside in the drive.
We can’t hear what is said. Luz seems to be announcing her
resignation.
FLASH A FEW CREDITS
EXT. BEACH – SIARGAO - DAY
GREAT LOCATION between Munchies and Hey Babe BBQ.
Princess watches from a moderately expensive beach house.
Luz, Isagani and the entire family are on the beach. Surfers,
swimmers. A fisherman docks at the boardwalk and unloads a big
catch on its way to the market.
Isagani is making a big corporate loan from his laptop on the
beach. He picks up a cell phone.
ISAGANI
Lucrative for both, I’m sure.
Luz puts down a C. S. Forester novel and watches her kids play
in the surf. Everyone seems SO much happier than the city.
INTERRUPT CREDITS
The Chinese President walks Bao down the isle and hands her to
Santos. Santos and Bao are married. Santos and Han are now
family.
At the reception, the two leaders appear a bit too chummy.
Rather than toasting the couple, they toast each other… and
power.
SANTOS
It is a real honor for us to welcome
President Han. Our two nations are
old adversaries but now we are
natural partners. We both emerged
from what was really a trivial
disagreement to become the allied
nations we are today. We stand
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together equals sharing the West
Philippine Sea.
The father of the bride, Han, has the balls to interrupt.
HAN
You mean the South China Sea!
SANTOS
(a chuckling fool)
Okay, very well. Today, we stand
together against anyone using the
South China Sea. A toast to our two
nations.
Yujuico is stunned. Even Bao is stunned.
ROLL REMAINING CREDITS
FADE OUT
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