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FADE IN 

INT. SANCTUARY - SUNDAY 

 

DANILO DURANTE (mayor), NATHANIAL RIZAL (doctor & medical 

examiner) and ULAN CRUZ (television mogul) all stand before 

FATHER RAMOS (priest).  

 

It’s a baptism and there are faithful and relatives, friends, 

and neighbors watching. Two parishioners observe.  

 

PARISHONER #1 

 (whispering) 

It’s a pretty powerful lineup. The 

mayor. The medical examiner, a doctor. 

And a television mogul.  

 

PARISHONER #2 

 (whispering back) 

They all grew up together and still 

attend bible study together.  

 

Danilo Durante (father) and JESSA DURANTE (mother), accompanied 

by two sets of godparents, present the child to the Church for 

baptism. 

 

FATHER RAMOS  

What name have you given your child?  

 

DANILO AND JESSA 

Diwa Durante. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

What do you ask of God's Church for 

Diwa? 

 

DANILO AND JESSA 

The grace of Christ in baptism. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

You have asked to have your child 

baptized. In doing so you are accepting 

the responsibility of training him 

(her) in the practice of the faith. It 

will be your duty to bring her up to 

keep God's commandments as Christ 

taught us, by loving God and our 
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neighbor. Do you clearly understand 

what you are undertaking? 

 

DANILO AND JESSA 

We do. 

 

Then the priest turns to the godparents and addresses them. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

Are you ready to help the parents of 

this child in their duty as Christian 

parents? 

 

GODPARENTS 

We do. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

Diwa Durante, the Christian community 

welcomes you with great joy. In its 

name, I claim you for Christ our Savior 

by the sign of his cross. I now trace 

the cross on your forehead. 

 

He signs the child on the forehead, in silence.  

 

FATHER RAMOS   

My dear brothers and sisters, let us 

ask our Lord Jesus Christ to look 

lovingly on this child… 

 

Gunfire erupts outside. A bullet pierces the stained glass and 

severs a candle on the altar. 

 

Jessa is frozen in panic. She’s a very delicate woman and this 

has just pushed her over the edge. She is shaking 

uncontrollably. The GOD MOTHERS take the baby behind the alter. 

 

JACOB AND ROSA, Danilo Durante’s adopted children, have seen a 

thing or two and instantly dive behind the thick and heavy 

altar. The men stand in shock. The women duck low.  

 

JESSA 

Please don’t die. Who will take care of 

my children?  
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Danilo puts his arm around his wife and escorts her to the first 

row of pews. He looks at her and whispers and she nods 

reluctantly that she’ll be okay. 

 

Danilo notices how well trained his stepchildren are and he 

gives a kind glance at his wife, and gestures for the children 

to emerge. They don’t. 

 

JACOB 

You have to give the all clear signal. 

 

The mayor doesn’t know what the signal is. And the kids don’t 

budge. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

It’s just that their father… 

 

DANILO 

Yes, its so common place… fathers, even 

pathetic addicts, teach their children 

to dive for cover. 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

It’s not a bad idea.  

 

Father Ramos joins the children behind the altar but he doesn’t 

kneel. The congregation is all flat on the floor. 

 

The gunfire has stopped. 

 

DANILO 

This is very embarrassing. Please 

everyone get up. It’s okay. 

 

The three men - Danilo Durante, Nathanial Rizal, Ulan Cruz – 

walk fearlessly to the rear of the church, through the vestibule 

and out onto the church steps.  

 

EXT. CHURCH STEPS - SUNDAY  

 

They witness carnage down the block and a rival gang making 

their get-away. Ulan pulls out two phones, one to record the 

video and another to call his TV station. 

 

DANILO  

Make note of that vehicle.  
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Danilo points to the left and Ulan swings the camera phone in 

that direction to catch a green van. Someone in the van pitches 

out a dead cat near one of the bloody bodies and then rapidly 

leaves the scene. 

 

ULAN 

(into the phone) 

Send the remote truck. It looks like 

the victims are trying to crawl off. 

 

DANILO  

Do you have to do your job so well? 

 

ULAN 

 (to Danilo) 

The station has to be number one. The 

more people I reach the more I can help 

you. 

 

NATHANIAL  

(into his phone) 

Well, I’m standing here beside the 

mayor who’s witnessed it and I imagine 

he expects you to send policemen? Yes, 

there was gunfire. 

 

DANILO (V.O.) 

I’m Danilo Durante. I hate to admit, 

but it’s just another day in the 

neighborhood. Generally, this sort of 

thing doesn’t happen on a Sunday, but 

unfortunately it’s been happening long 

before I became mayor.  

 (beat) 

These are my friends, the ones who got 

me into this on a bet. Medical examiner 

Doctor Nathanial Rizal calling the 

police and the one is on the phone with 

his television station. Ulan Cruz who 

needs to make sure this is on the news 

tonight. 

 (beat) 

This is a great town. We all grew up 

here. The shrimp bought to market here 

are huge and that’s my favorite. But 

frankly this town has a drug problem. 
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ROLL OPENING TITLES 

 

FLASHBACK  

 

INT. SEMINARY - CLASSROOM 

 

Young STUDENTS are studying for the priesthood. Seminarians are 

waiting to begin class. The INSTRUCTOR enters. 

 

INSTRUCTOR 

Before we begin are there any 

questions?  

 

YOUNG SEMINARIAN 

Why do we seminarians wear collars? 

 

INSTRUCTOR 

You are allowed to wear the Roman 

collars for a number of reasons. They 

have the power to flush profanity from 

a conversation, douse lover’s hostility 

and I’ve witnessed them to halt the 

scolding of children in markets. But 

primarily they halt the advances of 

sinful women. And this town has a few 

sinful women. That reminds me. You are 

prohibited to walk down Maxilom street 

after 1 pm. 

 

YOUNG SEMINARIAN 

Why one in the afternoon why not just 

say “after dark”? 

 

The instructor simply looks at the seminarian and begins the 

lesson.  

 

INSTRUCTOR 

You have heard that it was said to the 

men of old, "You shall not kill: and 

whoever kills shall be liable to 

judgment." But I say to you that every 

one who is angry with his brother shall 

be liable to judgment. 

 (beat) 

Human life is sacred because from its 

beginning it involves the creative 

action of God and it remains for ever 
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in a special relationship with the 

Creator, who is its sole end. God alone 

is the Lord of life from its beginning 

until its end: no one can under any 

circumstance claim for himself the 

right directly to destroy an innocent 

human being. 

 

INSTRUCTOR 

“For out of the heart come evil 

thoughts, murder, adultery, 

fornication, theft, false witness, 

slander. These are what defile a man." 

Mathew 15:19-20. 

 (beat) 

But please note that in the heart also 

resides charity, the source of the good 

and pure works, which sin wounds. 

 

The camera pulls back and we see Danilo, on the front row. He is 

diligently taking notes on everything the instructor teaches.  

 

END OPENING TITLES 

 

BACK TO 

 

EXT. CHURCH STEPS - SUNDAY  

 

DANILO (V.O.) 

I don’t know how I got involved in 

politics. No, that’s not true; I do 

know. My friends bet me a case of beer 

that I couldn’t sit on my veranda with 

three simple promises, “Bibingka on 

every table, a gorilla for the zoo and 

a promise not to call my opponents 

‘weird.’”  And I won. 

 (beat) 

I wanted to be a priest. My mother and 

father raised me to be virtuous and it 

only seemed natural. I attended 

seminary. And then came Princess 

Aquino. 

 

An official looking woman steps out of a car and winks at 

Danilo. He doesn’t wink back. His friends chuckle.  

 



 

7 
 

DANILO (V.O.) 

That’s her, she was only a detective 

when I left the seminary. And I left it 

for her only to be rejected. She was… 

well… I would have made an excellent 

priest. She’s now the police chief. 

 

The men step back into the church. Jessa has retrieved the baby 

and the children from behind the altar. And everyone is back in 

their original position. 

 

The men look at each other. They are looking for a solution to 

the violence and drugs. 

 

The priest resumes.  

 

FATHER RAMOS   

Reject sin; profess your faith in 

Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the 

Church. This is the faith in which this 

child is about to be baptized. 

 

He baptizes the child, saying… 

 

FATHER RAMOS   

I baptize you in the name of the 

Father,  

 

He pours water upon the child.  

 

FATHER RAMOS   

and of the Son,  

 

He pours water upon the child a second time.  

 

FATHER RAMOS   

and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

He pours water upon the child a third time.  

 

INT. CITY COUNSEL MEETING – NIGHT 

 

The city council assembles for a meeting. They are a motely 

looking group. There is a folk music band setting up.  

 

DANILO 

What’s this? 
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ULAN 

A musical troupe. Picking and singing 

folk group to calm everyone.  

 

DANILO 

You’re expecting trouble? 

 

NATHANIAL  

A folk band to sing the mountain 

ballads. It’s sure to settle things. 

The Patriotic music of our land. 

 

DANILO 

You think this will work? 

 

Danilo gestures to the front row of the audience. THREE MEN look 

like radicals with signs and buttons and they have an 

antagonistic look on their face. A fistfight is brewing. 

 

DANILO 

So, what’s going on here? 

 

ULAN 

Seems there’s a lot of interest in the 

acquisition.  

 

DANILO 

We have an epidemic of drugs in this 

city and they want to argue about a 

gorilla? 

 

He wants to know about the men on the front row. One has a 

“chose Coco” sign another has a “chose Oscar” sign. One sign 

says, “I don’t care.” There is a sign in the back that says, 

“F___ the Gorilla.” 

 

NATHANIAL  

You promised them a gorilla. 

 

DANILO 

That was on a bet; it shouldn’t count. 

 

ULAN 

Unfortunately, it’s the reason you were 

elected. 
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DANILO 

Who are these people? 

 

ULAN 

Well, that one on the right, he’s on 

the left. He wants a Gorilla from 

Beijing.  

 

NATHANIAL  

He drives a truck. 

 

ULAN 

That one in the middle is on the is on 

the right. He wants us to buy the 

gorilla from San Antonio.  

 

NATHANIAL  

He owns a bank. 

 

ULAN 

The one on the left is in the middle, 

and he wants whatever is the cheapest, 

basically whichever gorilla eats the 

least. 

 

NATHANIAL  

He’s an all-night radio D.J. 

 

DANILO 

Who is that? 

 

Danilo gestures to the ANARCHIST in the back. 

 

ULAN 

The one in the back is an anarchist, 

he’s vowed to riot if we buy any 

gorilla. 

 

NATHANIAL  

I don’t know; they say he burned his ID 

card. I think he’s a professional 

protester. 

 

DANILO 

Exactly how does that work? 
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NATHANIAL  

Pay him and he won’t firebomb your 

store. 

 

The band begins to play. They play the national anthem and then 

immediately break into mountain music. 

 

ULAN 

This band has toured the entire nation. 

 

DANILO 

Singing the traditional ballads? 

 

NATHANIAL  

I’m told they’re all the rage. 

 

DANILO 

There are two hundred people here to 

decide about a gorilla? 

 

ULAN 

It looks like they take their politics 

seriously. 

 

Rather than listening to the music, the radicals seem to be 

arguing with each other and making threatening gestures.  

 

Nathanial looks around for an exit.  

 

DANILO  

What are you doing? 

 

NATHANIAL  

There is about to be a free-for-all. 

 

Ulan also sees what is about to happen and he takes out his 

phone to record the fight. 

 

NATHANIAL 

I’m leaving. Good luck.  

 

Nathanial exits and the room erupts into a huge brawl; it looks 

like something the Taiwan legislature does on occasion.  

 

The one on the right is knocked down and is being punched on the 

bottom of a scrum. The one in the middle is on top of the scrum. 

The one on a left has his arm broken. The anarchist in the back 
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is pleased with the chaos but doesn’t feel any need to enter the 

fight himself.  

 

ANARCHIST  

Alright! 

 

DANILO 

They are already fighting and the 

meeting hasn’t even started.  

 

Danilo exits the room, but someone reaches out and tries to pull 

him back into the fighting. His sleeve is torn. Ulan remains to 

film the fight. A chair flies past Ulan’s head and he ducks, but 

remains filming.  

 

Later… 

 

INT. DANILO’S HOME - DUSK 

 

It’s late and the family apparently has just eaten. Jessa is 

clearing the table cleaning the kitchen. She looks incredibly 

content. Danilo is sitting at the television and looks anything 

but content. The two older kids are playing tag and running 

through the front room. They are making a racket and they run in 

front of the television. Danilo says nothing. First, he’s a 

tolerant father, and second he’s preoccupied with concern about 

the city. 

 

NEWS READER 

A brawl broke out today in the city 

council as ombudsmen clashed over a 

vote for the selection of the new 

gorilla for the city’s zoo, a campaign 

promise that won election for Mayor 

Danilo Durante but has now divided the 

troubled city.  

 (beat) 

A meeting was held earlier today in the 

city council chambers and the melee was 

captured on video by an anonymous 

citizen.  

 (beat) 

The vote on which gorilla will be 

selected has been postponed until 

tempers have time to settle.  

(beat) 
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Outside the reaction of the mayor was 

mixed. 

 

CUT TO: Tape of Danilo speaking to reporters. His sleeve is 

clearly torn and his hair is a bit ruffled. 

 

DANILO 

This city is awash with drugs and crime 

and we are fighting with each other 

over a gorilla? I call on all citizens 

and especially our elected officials to 

launch a war on the criminal element 

and purge them from this city.  

 

The boy, Jacob, stops directly in front of Danilo, blocking his 

vision. Danilo only smiles. 

 

JACOB 

Daddy? 

 

JESSA 

 (from the kitchen) 

Jacob, he’s not your… 

 

Danilo signals to her that it’s okay. Danilo looks at his 

adopted son. 

 

JACOB 

Can you play monster yet? 

 

DANILO 

No, not yet. Maybe when the news is 

finished. 

 

Jacob runs away, content to come back later. 

 

NEWS READER 

Also in the news, the Philippines Drug 

Enforcement Agency (PDEA) have been 

engrossed in a battle to control an 

epidemic of drugs in this country, but 

especially in our city. Overdoses in 

2020 alone took 367 lives. The epidemic 

is nothing new but it’s increasingly 

being realized the local police can’t 

stop the drug epidemic.  

 (beat) 
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Nearly 70% of the deaths in 2020 

involved illegal drugs. Drug addiction 

is the driving force behind a new crime 

epidemic. Thefts up. Sex crimes are up. 

Murder is up.  

 

Jacob arrives in front of the mayor, again blocking the 

television.  

 

JACOB 

Can you play monster yet? 

 

DANILO 

No, not yet. 

 

Jacob lets down his guard and Danilo springs like a monster and 

grabs him and begins to growl and gesture that he will be biting 

the boy in the neck. Jacob screams in delight. The girl runs by 

and the mayor paws at her… narrowly missing here. 

 

JACOB 

Help. 

 

DANILO 

I’ve got you now and now I’m going to 

eat you. 

 (beat) 

But you are skinny… why doesn’t your 

mother feed you more. You are skin and 

bones; only a snack.  

 

Danilo turns Jacob upside down and tickles him. And then grabs 

the girl, Rosa, does the same to her. The boy runs to his 

bedroom and returns with a giant, plastic toy sword. He 

challenges the monster! 

 

JACOB 

Unhand her or suffer my sword! 

 

The mother, Jessa, enters the room, he releases Rosa and... 

 

DANILO 

I better not devour you. Your mother 

would be not appreciate it. And besides 

after that wonderful meal, I’m really 

not hungry for children. 
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JACOB 

NOT good enough!   

 

Then Jacob chops the monster’s head off. The mayor feigns an 

agonizing death.  

 

The news program ends. 

 

JESSA 

Okay, kids. That’s enough. Get ready 

for bed. 

 

Danilo rises, walks to his wife. He kisses her and turns to the 

kids and smiles. He’s ready to leave the house. 

 

DANILO (V.O.)  

I like these kids. They’re very 

important. I worry more about them than 

their mom. They look normal sometimes, 

but before I arrived, they witnessed 

their drug addict father trying to kill 

their mother. And with leg he broke off 

a cheap Chinese table. And as much as I 

try to protect them, just today at the 

church… Sometimes they tend to think 

all this violence is normal. 

 

INT. CITY TAXI BARN - NIGHT 

 

Danilo enters the building and observes FOUR MEN who are around 

at the Taxi looking at several bullet holes.  

 

MANAGER 

.45? 

 

WORKER 

.38 more likely.  

 

DANILO 

You have a taxi for me? 

 

MANAGER 

Yes, take the one down there on the 

end. Rico is taking off the graffiti. 

 

DANILO 

Well, I don’t want to… 
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MANAGER 

Hey, that’s all I have. What does it 

matter anyway? 

 

DANILO 

Well, I can’t sleep. 

 

MANAGER 

Sounds like a personal problem. 

 

DANILO 

 (jokingly) 

I have a note from my doctor if you 

want to see it.  

 

MANAGER 

Never mind that. You ever think about 

bringing back fares? I mean you are 

using my taxis. 

 

DANILO 

I bring the taxis back fueled.  

 

MANAGER 

Yeah, yeah. And you have a city to 

monitor. I know.   

 

Danilo walks to the end of the row of vehicles and RICO is just 

finishing removing the graffiti. However, thorough a job he’s 

done, the spray paint is still visible.  

 

RICO 

Mr. Mayor. Can I talk to you a minute? 

 

DANILO 

Sure. 

 

RICO 

You go out every night and you don’t 

have a piece. 

 

DANILO  

Piece of what? 

 

RICO 

You know. 



 

16 
 

 

DANILO  

A piece? 

 

RICO 

A gun. 

 (beat) 

I got you one.  

 

DANILO  

No. I’m especially trained at avoiding 

trouble. 

 (beat) 

Besides I have my phone.  I’ll just 

call the police.  

 

Rico chuckles. 

 

RICO 

You want me to go with you?   

 

DANILO  

No, I’m just going drive around and 

watch things. You know. 

 

RICO 

Okay, well, take care. 

 (beat) 

I’ll be just a minute. 

 

Danilo sits in the cab and watches the men who are sill 

discussing the bullet holes in the taxi. Rico gives the barely 

visible graffiti one last polish. 

 

Later… 

 

EXT. RESIDENTIAL STREET - NIGHT 

 

Danilo drives down a squalid city street, surrounded by low 

income housing, GoGo bars, barbecue joints and crumbling 

Catholic Churches. A GANG is hanging out in front of a liquor 

store, drinking, smoking -- their music blasting.  

 

There is clearly a small drug deal going down. Danilo notices 

but he has a passenger. Nothing he can do. He can’t even film 

it. 
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Eating a huge cookie, clearly moist and falling apart, Danilo 

pulls up in front of a house, then puts the cookie on the 

dashboard. 

 

DANILO (V.O.) 

The problem with eating Ms. Desota’s 

cookies and driving, which I love to 

do, is not being able take the 

necessary video. It’s what I’m going 

out here anyway. Did you see what’s 

going on over there? 

 

As the cab drives past the drug deal.  

 

 

DANILO  

Ms. Desota? Can I ask you why you don’t 

go shopping during the day?   

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Rapists.  

 

DANILO  

Well, going out at night is only going 

to invite trouble. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

I don’t want raped, stupid. I want to 

use my pepper spray on one. I go to the 

store every Saturday night and so far, 

the spray has been just a waste of 

money. 

 

She shows the mayor her can of pepper spray. 

 

DANILO  

Oh. I see. 

 

As the cab stops, Danilo exits and opens the door for 

the grandmother in the back. She has two sacks of 

groceries. He takes the sacks from her and she slowly 

walks to her door.  

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Thank you for the lift.  

 (beat) 
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You’re a very nice gentleman. You look 

like you could be a priest. What are 

you doing driving a cab? Here. 

 

She attempts to hand him some money.  

 

DANILO  

Oh, no ma’am. I can’t do that. Besides 

you already paid me. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

 (confused) 

Oh, I did? 

 

DANILO  

With the cookie. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Well, how was it? 

 

DANILO  

The best I’ve ever had. I don’t know 

how you do it. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Your wife can’t cook? 

 

DANILO  

Bibingka. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

What? 

 

DANILO  

It’s a long story she married an 

addict, a very bad man, and he put her 

through hell. She made and sold 

Bibingka on the street. She had to care 

for the children. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

That’s too bad. 

 

DANILO  

Still to this day, she makes Bibingka, 

tons of it. I’m a good provider and 

still the Bibingka. 
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GRANDMOTHER 

She was traumatized.  

 

DANILO  

You could say that. Well, these 

cookies.  Maybe you could offer her 

some friendly hints? 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Sure, bring her over sometime.  

 

DANILO  

I will. Good night. 

 

GRANDMOTHER 

Good night. And thank you again. 

 

Danilo exits the house and looks down the street. The gang 

members are all watching him. He’s only drawn attention to the 

grandmother. 

 

Danilo gets in and finishes his cookie. He stares at the gang 

from a distance. They stare back. 

 

He cruises by them once again, this time with his phone in a 

holder on the door. Addicts are handing them money and receiving 

small packages. But in the background, a block away, there 

appears to be a much bigger drug deal.  

 

EXT. A BLOCK DOWN THE STREET – NIGHT 

 

The green van. And next to the van is a car with a bumper 

sticker of a black cat. Two huge suitcases are laid out on a car 

hood.  BRANDON BARTY, an Australian drug lord, is overseeing 

things. Barty’s lieutenant, TOBY GRAZA, opens the suitcase with 

money. An OUTLAW opens the second case which contains drugs. 

 

EXT. RESIDENTIAL STREET - NIGHT 

 

Danilo notices the big drug deal and applies the breaks. He even 

backs the taxi up so he can film it. The addicts scatter like 

mice. The youth gang becomes concerned.  

 

THUG 

What you lookin’ at cabbie? 
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DANILO  

Nothing. Just going this way. 

 

From a block away, the drug lord sees the gang and the taxi but 

Barty and outlaws don’t even bat an eye. They appear unconcerned 

with the taxi. Even when it turns to come toward them. 

 

As Danilo turns down the street and heads towards the larger 

drug deal, Barty and outlaws examine the cases. Danilo looks 

innocent enough, but he manages to record video of the 

criminals. 

 

Danilo calls the police and parks two blocks away. 

 

As the drug transaction is completed, Danilo watches a police 

cruiser stop and look at the big-time drug dealers… The POLICE 

see Barty and quickly accelerate away. The police car stops at 

the gang and speak with them. The criminals don’t run or even 

look nervous. Basically, they understand that no one is going to 

do anything. Bribes have been paid. 

 

INT. DANILO’S HOME – KITCHEN – DAWN 

 

Danilo enters the house and he’s clearly tired. He’s been 

driving a taxi all night. He goes to the refrigerator and just 

before he opens it, automatic gunfire from the street rings out 

and a bullet flies through a window and punctures the freezer. 

It puts a hole in the freezer door. He ducks and then runs to 

the window. He sees the same green van that was responsible for 

the shootings in front of the church.  

 

Danilo runs to check his baby… and then his wife and the kids… 

all are okay. Danilo says a little prayer and puts masking tape 

over the bullet hole in the freezer. Also, Danilo uses his cell 

phone to call someone. 

 

Later… 

 

INT. DANILO’S HOME – KITCHEN – MORNING 

 

The kids are leaving for school. They are escorted by two men: 

BENJIE DEL ROSARIO, a huge cop and weightlifter/body builder, 

and TOMAS ARELLANO, an extremely well-armed cop. Before the kids 

exit the house, he checks each of his three guns and two knives. 
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Jessa is cooking, but the counters are covered as she moves into 

a new refrigerator. A delivery has been installed; it’s a new 

refrigerator.  

 

Outside there are construction workers puttying over the bullet 

holes in the siding and others are replacing the glass in a 

front window.  

 

DELIVERY MAN 

 (to Jessa) 

Whirlpool, refrigerator freezer, the 

best made. Twenty-four and a half 

square feet. Stainless steel. Four 

doors. Four temperature zones. Crushed 

ice and regular. Internet controlled. 

We put the app on your phone. 

 

JESSA 

An app for my fridge? 

 

DELIVERY MAN 

Your husband asked for that feature. 

 

JESSA 

Oh, okay.   

 

Jessa notices the tape on the old freezer and is about to pull 

it off and see the bullet hole, when Danilo interrupts her. 

 

DANILO  

How do you like your new refrigerator? 

 

JESSA 

I don’t know it’s so big. Is it our 

anniversary? 

 

DANILO  

I don’t think so. 

 

The men are removing the old refrigerator and Danilo is going to 

follow them out. 

 

JESSA 

Oh, honey you forgot the Bibingka. 
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DANILO  

Can’t forget that. They love it down at 

city hall. 

 

She hands him a large white box as he leaves. 

 

EXT. DANILO’S HOME – SIDEWALK – MORNING 

 

DANILO  

 (to delivery men) 

You guys want this? 

 

They look at it and pass. 

 

A pickup with several FILIPINO DAY WORKERS drives past 

and the mayor whistles. The pickup stops and backs up. 

 

DANILO  

You guys want this freezer? 

 

DRIVER 

It works? 

 (beat) 

What’s that tape, a bullet hole? 

 

DANILO  

Yep. 

 

DRIVER 

You got sprayed last night? I heard 

that. Man, this town has just gone to 

hell. Why doesn’t city hall act, man? 

 

Jessa is watching curiously from the kitchen window.  

 

DANILO  

Yeah, man. Listen, I need to get rid of 

it before my wife comes down here. 

 

DRIVER 

Man, I got six in my shop and they all 

got bullet holes in them. 

 

WORKER 

Hey, let’s help him out. 

 

The driver looks up at Jessa in the window. 
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DRIVER 

Don’t want your wife to know? 

 (beat) 

Sure, guys put it in the back. 

 

DANILO  

Thanks.  

 

INT. CITY HALL – LATE MORNING 

 

Danilo enters the building with a large white box. He passes at 

door labeled “MAYOR.” In fact, a MAN sees him coming and opens 

the door for him. He passes by, not entering. 

 

DANILO  

I’m sorry, I have some deliveries to 

make? 

 

MAN  

More Bibingka? 

 

DANILO  

Every day; you want one? 

 

The mayor opens the box and the man grabs a coconut cake. 

 

The mayor walks on. 

 

MAN  

Thank you. 

 

DANILO  

Just don’t forget that come next 

election. 

 

The man bites into it and clearly its delicious. Big smile. 

 

MAN  

 (with mouth full) 

I won’t! 

 

The mayor enters the “records office” 

 

INT. RECORDS OFFICE – CITY HEADQUARTERS – DAY 
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And we see MARY JO (60) sitting at her desk, entering date into 

the computer, stirring her coffee. Behind her are endless rows 

of ceiling high metal shelves packed with records and files. She 

looks up, smiles wide, then eyes Danilo suspiciously. 

 

 

DANILO (O.S.) 

Bibingka? 

 

She’s healthy and takes a cake, but at the same time she looks 

tough and conservative from the wear and tear of being the sole 

gatekeeper of the Office of Records for the past twenty years. 

 

She’s a tough, intuitive woman who appreciates the bibingka 

Danilo gives her but more importantly loves the attention the 

mayor pays her. 

 

MARY JO 

Still driving your cab at night? 

 

DANILO 

Your mother is such a sweet lady. 

 

MARY JO 

And you should try her cookies 

sometime. 

 

DANILO 

I did. 

 

MARY JO 

Good boy. 

 

DANILO 

Anything new?  

 

And she begins to hand him a fat file, labeled “Santos.” But the 

mayor doesn’t want it and shies away, but she opens it anyway. 

It’s full of identity documents. There isn’t anyone near but 

still they suppress their voices. 

 

MARY JO 

Do you think it’s working? 
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DANILO 

Well, I’ve only been in office a year. 

So, it’s hard to tell, yet. Seems. 

Maybe a little. 

 

MARY JO 

But you’re having fun? 

 

DANILO 

(leans in, whispers) 

I know it’s sinful but I enjoy 

frightening these people. 

 

MARY JO 

I have to admit, it’s an inspired idea. 

 

DANILO 

(jokingly) 

That’s probably true. 

 

MARY JO 

You could be president someday. 

 

DANILO 

(smiling) 

If I moved to Manila, then who’d bring 

you bibingka? 

 

INT. GARAGE – CITY HEADQUARTERS – DAY 

 

Cynthia Reyes, a city meter maid, is entering her vehicle for 

the day’s work. She has her lunch and a jug of water and her 

ticket book. 

 

CYNTHIA 

Mr. Mayor. 

 

He opens the box for her and she takes a cake. 

 

DANILO 

Hi. Cynthia. How are you? 

 

CYNTHIA 

I’ll be fat, if you don’t stop with the 

cake. 
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DANILO 

It just an excuse to see you.  

 

CYNTHIA 

I know; You bring me cake everyday. 

 

DANILO 

Well, my wife.  

 

CYNTHIA 

I know. I heard. You think she’ll be 

okay enough to ever stop making 

Bibingka?   

 

DANILO 

Oh, sure but in the meantime, I have to 

get rid of it someway. 

 

CYNTHIA 

People will talk. 

 

DANILO 

They’ll do that anyway, so just enjoy 

your cake.  

 

CYNTHIA 

Anything going on? 

 

DANILO 

I’ll text you later maybe. 

 

INT. FIRING RANGE – CITY HEADQUARTERS – DAY 

 

Tomas supervises the gun range. There are police practicing 

their marksmanship. The mayor winces when he hears the gun 

shots. He quickly hands Tomas a cake and leaves. They make eye-

contact and nod their heads. 

 

INT. WEIGHT ROOM – CITY HEADQUARTERS – DAY 

 

There are policemen lifting weights in the gym. The mayor is 

just about to hand Benjie a cake but he pulls it back. 

 

DANILO 

I forgot you want to be Mr. Universe.  
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BENJIE  

Not that bad.  

 

Benjie gestures to bring the box nearer; that he will accept a 

cake. He takes three cakes.  

 

THEY MAKE EYE-CONTACT AND NOD THEIR HEADS.INT. PARISH - 

CLASSROOM  

 

The priest begins the men’s bible meeting with a prayer. Danilo 

is there with Ulan and Nathanial. There are other men as well. 

 

FATHER RAMOS 

Let us begin our bible study with a 

prayer. 

 (beat) 

Dear Lord, I pray you will guide our 

minds and hearts for even the next few 

minutes. Draw us close to You. As we 

open your Word, let the Holy Spirit 

guide us to truth. Amen. 

 (beat) 

Okay, today’s lesson is… 

 

ULAN 

Father, excuse me. We forgot to pray 

for the dead and dying. 

 

FATHER RAMOS 

Oh, yes. I forgot and you always remind 

me.  

 

The priest looks at them knowingly. Long beat. Of course, he’s 

aware of the men’s ruse from the confessional. He can’t divulge 

this but assists the men in his own helpful way.  

 

FATHER RAMOS 

Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour of the 

world, we pray for your servant Gabriel 

Torres, who is in room 304 of the 

hospice wing at the hospital, take the 

elevator, third door on the left, and 

commend him to your mercy. For his sake 

you came down from heaven; receive him 

now into the joy of your kingdom. For 

though he has sinned, he has not denied 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
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Spirit, but has believed in God and has 

worshipped his Creator. Amen. 

 

Nathanial seems to be taking notes and has written “Gabriel 

Torres” on a pad of paper and also directions to his room.  

 

NATHANIAL  

Is that all? 

 

FATHER RAMOS 

Isn’t that enough? 

 

There is a long beat. The priest is weighing things out and 

appears to have a change of heart. 

 

FATHER RAMOS 

I was going to cover the story of Mary 

Magdalene, as is scheduled, but I feel 

because of recent revelations, that I 

need to re-teach the eighth 

commandment.  

 

There is a long awkward beat. The three men nervously sit up 

erect and perhaps even look defensive. Father Ramos makes direct 

eye-contact with the three men.  

 

FATHER RAMOS 

You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. It was said to 

the men of old, "You shall not swear 

falsely, but shall perform to the Lord 

what you have sworn." Men are forbidden 

from misrepresenting the truth in our 

relations with others. This moral 

prescription flows from the vocation of 

the holy people to bear witness to 

their God who is the truth and wills 

the truth. Offenses against the truth 

express by word or deed a refusal to 

commit oneself to moral uprightness: 

they are fundamental infidelities to 

God and, in this sense, they undermine 

the foundations of the covenant. 

 

The men squirm and feel uncomfortable. The priest continues. 

 



 

29 
 

FATHER RAMOS 

The Old Testament attests that God is 

the source of all truth. His Word is 

truth. His Law is truth. His 

"faithfulness endures to all 

generations." Since God is "true," the 

members of his people are called to 

live in the truth. In Jesus Christ, the 

whole of God's truth has been made 

manifest. "Full of grace and truth," he 

came as the "light of the world," he is 

the Truth. 

 

ULAN 

Yes, but Mary Magdalene wasn’t really a 

whore, like they said, was she? 

 

FATHER RAMOS 

 (strongly) 

I’m not done. When a lie is made 

publicly, a statement contrary to the 

truth takes on a particular gravity.  

By its very nature, lying is to be 

condemned. It is a profanation of 

speech, whereas the purpose of speech 

is to communicate known truth to 

others. the deliberate intention of 

leading a neighbor into error by saying 

things contrary to the truth 

constitutes a failure in justice and 

charity. the culpability is greater 

when the intention of deceiving entails 

the risk of deadly consequences for 

those who are led astray. 

 (beat) 

Since it violates the virtue of 

truthfulness, a lie does real violence 

to another. It affects his ability to 

know, which is a condition of every 

judgment and decision. It contains the 

seed of discord and all consequent 

evils. Lying is destructive of society; 

it undermines trust among men and tears 

apart the fabric of social 

relationships. 
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INT HOSPITAL – HOSPICE ROOM #304 

 

Nathanial, Ulan and Denilo cautiously enter the room. 

 

Gabriel Torres is dying and in bed. He opens his eyes. 

 

GABRIEL  

What do you want? More blood? 

 (beat) 

I don’t have any more.  

 (beat) 

I’m dying; please leave me alone, will 

ya? 

 

Danilo glances around the room. And notices flowers in a glass 

vase. 

 

DANILO  

Hello. What wonderful flowers. 

 

GABRIEL  

My daughter.  

 (beat) 

You aren’t doctors?   

 

DANILO  

No, we’re from St. Peter’s.  I’m the 

Mayor? 

 

GABRIEL  

The mayor? 

 (beat) 

I didn’t do anything. 

 

DANILO  

No, no. It’s nothing like that. 

 

GABRIEL  

Well, what is it?  

 

DANILO  

This is Doctor Rizal? 

 

GABRIEL  

I’m not giving you anymore blood. 
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DANILO  

No. Don’t worry. He’s the city’s 

medical examiner. 

 

GABRIEL  

I’m not dead yet.  

 

DANILO  

We know that. We’re trying to do some 

good and we have a favor to ask. 

 

Ulan innocently changes the channel on the hospital’s TV. 

 

GABRIEL  

Well, I don’t know. That fellow just 

changed the channel. 

 

DANILO  

This is Ulan Cruz; he’s owner and 

general manager of our most popular 

television channel. I guess maybe he 

just wanted to see if they are goofing 

off at the station. 

 

GABRIEL  

What is it you want? 

 

DANILO  

Well it’s a delicate issue.  

 

The mayor closes the door. 

 

Later…  

 

INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE ROOM #304. 

 

The door opens and the three men run from Gabriel’s room. They 

appear fearful. Suddenly the glass vase with the flowers comes 

flying out of the room and shatters on the floor.  The nurses 

all look on in awe.  

 

EXT. PORT – NIGHT 

 

There is a green van parked nearby. Toby is handcuffed and 

kneeling under a streetlight near the docks. The mayor 

approaches enraged. Tomas hands him a semi-automatic pistol. The 

mayor pulls back the slide and puts a pistol to Toby’s forehead.  
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TOBY 

Who are you anyway? 

 

DANILO 

I’m the guy you shot up his house. 

 

TOBY 

Oh, you’re him? It wasn’t personal. 

 

DANILO 

It wasn’t personal? 

 (beat) 

I have children. A wife! 

 

Danilo appears to want to pull the trigger. 

 

TOBY 

Okay, okay. Just don’t. 

 

DANILO 

Well? 

 

TOBY 

My boss. He don’t like you.  

 

DANILO 

What? 

 

TOBY 

Well, when Mr. Barty don’t like 

someone, he just gives me their address 

and…  

 

DANILO 

That simple? 

 

TOBY 

How do I know what you did? 

 

DANILO 

I’m just doing my job. 

 

TOBY 

Well, maybe he’s just doing his job. 
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DANILO 

Drug boss is a job? 

 

TOBY 

Well, if you ask me, you cops ain’t 

paid enough, if you know what I mean? 

Maybe you need a raise? 

 

DANILO 

You think I’m a cop? 

 

Danilo lowers the pistol. 

 

TOMAS 

How do you live in a city and don’t 

know who… 

 

Danilo hold up his hand to halt Tomas. Danilo remains anonymous. 

 

CYNTHIA  

You don’t watch much TV huh? 

 

TOBY 

F___ those idiots on TV.  

 

Cynthia nods for Ulan to come over. Ulan emerges from the 

shadows with a table. The TV mogul has video of previous news 

reports involving the executions of criminal… bodies of 

criminals that have been found. 

 

ULAN 

Vigilantism makes for great news.  

 

DANILO 

So you don’t know who we are? 

 

TOBY 

Sure, okay I get it. You’re the cops 

that’s been executing us criminals. 

 

DANILO 

Is that what you think? 

 

TOBY 

What I think don’t matter. Please don’t 

kill me. 
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DANILO 

You said, Barty is your boss?  

 

TOBY 

Yea, so. Common knowledge. Maybe he 

thinks you’re working with that f___ing 

mayor.  

 

DANILO 

Well, you’ll have to take that up with 

him. If I see him I’ll tell him you’re 

looking for him.  

 

TOBY 

Yeah, I’d like to meet that self-

righteous do-gooder. Anyone know where 

he lives? 

 

DANILO 

I can’t speak for these cops, but I’m 

not a vigilante.  

 

TOBY 

Okay, since you’re not gonna kill me, 

you’re just 555 Circumferential to me, 

buddy. Okay? Let’s just leave it at 

that. 

 

TOMAS 

Who says we’re not gonna kill you? 

 

The mayor hands the gun to Tomas who step up and puts the gun to 

his head. The mayor retreats to the shadows. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Well, you’re gonna leave town or we’re 

gonna kill you and dump your body in 

the crocodile enclosure.  

 

TOBY 

You’re not gonna kill me? 

 

CYNTHIA  

No. 
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TOBY 

I shot up one of your houses and you’re 

willing to pull the trigger. 

 

TOMAS 

We’re not the vigilantes. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Else, you’d be dead. 

 

TOBY 

Really. You’re not them? 

 (beat) 

You’re a bunch of pussies? 

 

Quick as a cat, Cynthia cuts his cheek. A tiny nick, one stitch 

worth at the ER. 

 

TOBY 

Ouch! You cut my face, witch. 

 

CYNTHIA  

I’m gonna cut your balls off. 

 

She cuts off his crocodile skin belt. His pants fall 

to the ground. 

 

TOBY 

Ok. Ok. I’ll go. No death to explain. 

No need to mention it to the priest, or 

show it on TV.  

 (beat) 

I just need some things from my 

apartment. 

 

BENJIE  

 (threateningly) 

No. Absolutely not. 

 

TOBY 

Okay. I’ll just go. But I don’t get it. 

 (beat) 

Why don’t you just kill me? 

 

CYNTHIA  

Because that would be a sin. 
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TOBY 

And cutting my balls off, isn’t? 

 

TOMAS  

 (to Cynthia) 

He has a point.  

 (to Benjie) 

You hear that? He just said castration 

was a sin. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Okay, Next time I’m at confession, I’ll 

ask the priest about that. 

 

BENJIE  

If we ever see you again… we’ll sin.  

 

TOMAS 

Well, take turns sinning! 

 

CYNTHIA  

And I mean really sin. 

 

She puts the knife near his shorts.  

 

TOBY 

Okay. 

 

CYNTHIA  

And if you communicate with your old 

gang, we’ll leak that you’re an 

informant. 

 

TOBY 

You wouldn’t. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Yes, we would.  

 

BENJIE  

It’s not as much fun. 

 

TOMAS  

And certainly not as bloody. 
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BENJIE  

Typically, they are fairly good  

disposing of bodies. 

 

TOBY 

Thanks. 

 

TOMAS  

We found a few. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Well, don’t tell him that.  

 

BENJIE  

I don’t see how it could possibly 

matter to him if his body is discovered 

or not. 

 

TOBY 

Okay, okay. I get the point.  

 

The three cops look at each other not knowing what to do. 

 

TOMAS 

I don’t want to.  

 

CYNTHIA  

I’ve got a date. 

 

BENJIE  

I just pulled two shifts.  

 

They look into the shadows at the professionals - the mayor, the 

doctor, the television broadcaster and the records clerk. Mary 

Jo steps up.  

 

MARY JO 

I’ll do it.  

 

BENJIE  

You never…  

 

MARY JO 

No, I can put him on a plane. I have 

the ticket here and his new ID and… 
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TOMAS 

She never did it before. 

 

CYNTHIA  

She can handle it. Let her. She’s as 

least as mean as you too.  

 

Mary Jo approaches him with the folder. 

 

MARY JO 

You’ve pissed yourself. 

 (beat) 

How am I gonna put you on a plane? 

 (beat) 

You’ll have to ride the ferry now.  

 

TOBY 

I can’t clean up? 

 

TOMAS 

No, you’re out of there and if you ever 

come back…  

 

CYNTHIA  

You’re dead.  

 

MARY JO 

Oh, and we need your ID.  

 

Cynthia extends a clear plastic evidence bag to him. Toby hands 

over his ID.  

 

CYNTHIA  

No, the entire wallet.  

 

Toby hands over an expensive crocodile leather wallet. 

 

TOBY 

What am I supposed to… 

 

MARY JO 

We bought you a new billfold. 

 

TOBY 

Is it leather? 
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Everyone chuckles. Mary Jo hands him a cheep plastic wallet, 

almost a toy. 

 

MARY JO 

You dated a girl named Gabriella. Back 

home in your village? 

 

TOBY 

How’d you know that? 

 

MARY JO 

Never mind that. I called her. 

 

TOBY 

She still single?  

 

MARY JO 

Lucky for you. 

 (beat) 

We told her you are in the witness 

protection program. 

 

TOBY 

The Philippines has one of them? 

 

MARY JO 

I don’t really know. I think maybe we 

do. Let me check on that for you. 

 

TOBY 

I thought people just disappeared. 

 

CYNTHIA  

They do. 

 

TOBY 

What, have a program or disappear? 

 

CYNTHIA  

You want me to disappear you? Shut-up 

and listen. 

 

MARY JO 

Well, she’s gonna give you second 

chance. But no dope.  
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TOBY 

Okay. 

 

MARY JO 

I’m serious. She’s was gonna meet you 

at the airport but you’re gonna stink 

too bad to put on a plane.  

 

TOBY 

Well, you ain’t gonna let me shower, so 

I can’t help it. 

 

MARY JO 

I’ll call her and she’ll meet you at 

the ferry terminal. But if we have to 

come down there for any reason. You 

won’t get a third chance. 

 

TOBY 

I understand. Thank you. 

 

MARY JO 

You’re welcome. 

 

CYNTHIA  

We need his clothes. 

 (to Toby) 

Here put these on. 

 

They give Toby some really ugly clothes, pants too big in the 

waist and too short, and the shirt is outlandish. The women turn 

their backs. 

 

TOMAS 

He’s pissed himself. 

 

CYNTHIA  

Well, we need the clothes…  

 

BENJIE  

DNA? 

 

CYNTHIA  

Might help, you never know.  

 

Tomas goes to the trunk of a police car and fetches back a 

shovel, which makes Toby worry. Maybe they are going to dig a 
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hole to bury him. But Tomas shovels up the urine-soaked clothes 

with the shovel and he puts them into the back of the police 

cruiser. 

 

CYNTHIA  

What about his shoes? 

 

DANILO 

Let him keep them.  

 

BENJIE  

I have an old pair in the back. 

 

The group disperses and Mary Jo leads Toby toward her big sedan. 

Toby starts to get in the vehicle. Toby is holding up his pants 

with one hand; his crocodile belt was ruined and his new pants 

don’t fit. 

 

MARY JO 

Oh, no! You’re not getting in my car. 

 

TOBY 

But you’re supposed to take me… 

 

MARY JO 

You walk. I’ll drive slow beside you. 

 (beat) 

If you bolt or make a wrong turn, I’m 

gonna use the car as a weapon. 

Understand? Might make the news that 

way.  

 

TOBY 

Do I get any money? 

 

MARY JO 

I live next door to a car wash and 

don’t mind running you over.  

 

Toby walks down the sidewalk, followed by Mary Jo’s car. 

 

Later… 

 

EXT. CITY ZOO - CROCODILE PEN – VERY LATE NIGHT 

 

The city is totally silent. Everyone entering the zoo is wearing 

latex gloves and hair nets. Danilo opens the gate with his key. 
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They enter the zoo. Benjie posts guard at the gate. It looks 

nearly official; a giant policeman prohibiting entry. Tomas has 

a shovel full of clothes with a pair of shoes resting on top. 

Cynthia has the evidence bag with the wallet. Danilo accompanies 

them. Nathanial and Ulan remain in the parking lot.  

 

They nervously walk to the fence of the crocodile enclosure. 

They automatically look around at the empty zoo. They only see 

and hear animals. The monkeys watch closely. Tomas pitches the 

clothes over into the pen. Cynthia empties the evidence bag over 

the fence.  

 

They exit the zoo and drive away in various directions. 

 

Later… 

 

EXT. CITY ZOO - CROCODILE PEN –EARLY MORNING 

 

There are police investigators and men with shotguns guarding 

the forensics team who have entered the pen. They are collecting 

everything in evidence bags. 

 

Ulan outside the police tape, leaning against a TV remote truck. 

His TV reporters are inside the police tape and leaning over the 

fence to get the best shot of the clothes and wallet. A croc 

jumps out of the water and snaps at the camera. The shotguns 

spin around but the croc submerges.  

 

The mayor arrives and is hounded by the media. He walks under 

the police tape to stand at the fence.  

 

DANILO 

Thanks for the heads-up. 

 

PRINCESS 

No problem. You are the mayor.  

 

DANILO 

And you’re the police chief.  

 

PRINCESS 

And it looks good when people see us 

working together in close partnership. 

 

DANILO 

People know we dated.  
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PRINCESS 

And I want you to know I don’t hold a 

grudge. 

 

DANILO 

Good to hear, because I left the 

seminary for you and then you jilted 

me. So, I don’t hold a grudge. 

 

PRINCESS 

So? You could have gone back. 

 

DANILO 

Sometimes I wish I had.  

 

PRINCESS 

Oh, that’s right you’re married now.  

 

DANILO 

How is Jose? 

 

Jose Zialcita is outside the police tape leaning on his vehicle. 

He notices Danilo and Princess speaking and obviously about him 

and he waves. They wave back. She waves cute and romantically. 

The mayor waves grudgingly.  

 

PRINCESS 

Ever since you made him building 

inspector, he’s great. 

 

DANILO 

Good. It should be lucrative for a man 

like him.  

 

PRINCESS 

Thank you. 

 

DANILO 

I don’t want to get in your way or 

appear… unchivalrous. 

 

PRINCESS 

Unchivalrous?  No one’s used that 

phrase in 500 years. Is that why you 

did it? To show me how magnanimous you 

can be. 

 



 

44 
 

DANILO 

Was it? 

 

PRINCESS 

It was a nice gesture.  

 

DANILO 

Well, if he’s very dumb enough to leave 

you, he’s out of a job.  

 

PRINCESS 

Oh, that’s so sweet.  

 

And investigator brings her some paperwork. 

 

DANILO 

So, what do we have here? 

 

PRINCESS 

Looks like more of the vigilantism. 

 

DANILO 

Another criminal? 

 

PRINCESS 

Looks like it. Yes. 

 

DANILO 

Another member of the El Gato drug 

gang? 

 

PRINCESS 

His van is out in the parking lot. He 

left his wallet with ID and the 

investigator said the pants smelled 

like urine. 

 

DANILO 

So he was fed to the crocodiles and 

pissed his pants? Naturally, that might 

happen. 

 

PRINCESS 

And his belt was severed.  

 

DANILO 

By the croc… 
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PRINCESS 

Well that’s the funny thing. 

 

DANILO 

What? 

 

PRINCESS 

I never heard of a crocodile undressing 

their victim and use a knife on his 

belt. One swift clean cut. 

 

DANILO 

Maybe vigilantes humiliated him before 

feeding him to the crocs? 

 

PRINCESS 

Humiliated him? 

 

DANILO 

Maybe they castrated him before 

throwing him in? 

 

PRINCESS 

Is there anything you want to tell me 

about this? 

 

Princess gives him a strange look. 

 

DANILO 

Well, maybe right? They castrated him? 

 

PRINCESS 

Right, the media would love that. 

 

DANILO 

Well, I’m just trying to help. 

 

PRINCESS 

Just go talk to your press. The rostrum 

is set up. Just go do your thing, your 

secret is safe with me. 

 

She secretly believes he is responsible for the vigilantism.  
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DANILO 

What secret? You seriously don’t think 

I had anything to do with this, do you? 

 

Nathanial, the medical examiner, arrives. 

 

NATHANIAL 

Why didn’t anyone call me.  

 

PRINCESS 

There isn’t a body; and we’re not 

cutting up our crocs just to satisfy 

your curiosity. 

 

DANILO 

Yes, that’s not going to happen. Symbol 

of our city and well, given the current 

political environment that might result 

in another riot.  

 

PRINCESS 

Who would have figured this zoo would 

be the focus of such anger.  

 

NATHANIAL 

So there’s no body? 

 

DANILO 

Crocodiles. 

 

NATHANIAL 

You’re sure. 

 

PRINCESS 

You wanna get out there and check? 

 

DANILO 

It’s okay. We have the finest female 

police chief in the Philippines.  

 (winks at Nathanial) 

Let’s let her do her job. 

 

PRINCESS 

We have his clothes, and his ID and 

wallet. We’ll check for DNA. Will that 

be alright? 
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NATHANIAL 

Well, if there isn’t a body… 

 

Nathanial begins to leave. 

 

PRINCESS 

Doctor, I have a question. 

 

NATHANIAL 

Sure. 

 

PRINCESS 

The victim was 5’3”; what shoe size 

would you think he wore? 

 

NATHANIAL 

Maybe somewhere between 6 and 8. 

 

PRINCESS 

These are tens.  

 

Princess gestures to the shoes that are being removed from the 

pen. Princess looks at the mayor, smiles and winks at Danilo. 

 

PRINCESS 

 (to the mayor) 

I’ll be over there for the press 

conference. 

 

Princess walks away to converse with investigators. Nathanial 

and Danilo are left to discuss things. 

 

NATHANIAL 

She keeps winking at you. She wants to 

ruin your marriage. 

 

DANILO 

She thinks she knows something. 

 

NATHANIAL 

Well, watch her; she’s crafty.  

 

DANILO 

Tell me about it, brother. 

 

EXT. ZOO - OTHER SIDE OF THE CROC EXHIBIT – DAY 
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The police investigators seem to be leaving the enclosure. But 

apart from that the ZOOKEEPER brings out a tub of meat. 

PRIMAVERA, a print journalist approaches. She watches the keeper 

pitch huge hunks of meat over the fence and the crocs go wild. 

 

PRIMAVERA 

Hungry? 

 

ZOOKEEPER 

 (curiously) 

Yeah. 

 

PRIMAVERA 

But they just ate a human being. 

 

ZOOKEEPER 

Yes, that’s weird. 

 

PRIMAVERA 

Why? 

 

ZOOKEEPER 

Well, generally if there is something 

in their belly, they aren’t this 

aggressive. They’re reptiles and it has 

something to do with the way they 

regulate their body temperature. 

 

PRIMAVERA 

Oh? 

 

ZOOKEEPER 

And if they’re full they won’t eat at 

all? 

 

Primavera ponders the information. And writes the information in 

her notebook. 

 

EXT. ZOO – ROSTRUM  

 

A rostrum has been set up with croc enclosure in the background. 

There are ten reporters and three TV remote trucks broadcasting 

the press conference.  

 

DANILO 

Good morning. I wish I was at city hall 

this morning, handing out my wife’s 
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delicious bibingka, but it appears that 

the vigilantes have struck again. It’s 

a sad commentary on life in a city 

overrun by drugs and crime. Not only do 

we have to deal with criminals, but 

also vigilantes that castrate and kill 

people they feel are undesirable. 

 

REPORTER #1 

Why do you say castrate? Were the other 

criminals castrate? Was this victim 

castrated? 

 

DANILO 

We suspect that but the police are 

investigating. 

 

REPORTER #1 

What lessons can be learned from the 

revelation that the vigilantes are now 

castrating their victims. 

 

DANILO 

Well, castration, that’s gotta hurt.  

 

REPORTER #1 

She asked if there’s lesson? 

 

DANILO 

Well, criminals don’t seem to learn 

many lessons. I mean we teach all the 

young people moral lessons; yet still 

here we are.  

 

REPORTER #2 

Was this a drug related murder? 

 

DANILO 

This soon to be a pile of crocodile 

shit was a drug dealer. And if I were a 

drug dealer or a criminal of any type, 

someone who might be mistaken for a 

drug dealer, I’d certainly give serious 

thought to leaving this city. Maybe 

just hand yourself over to the police 

or just stop doing what you are doing. 
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REPORTER #3 

Are you threatening the entire 

underworld? 

 

DANILO 

Not necessarily. I’m saying that the 

wages of sin is death, and sometimes, 

it appears the wages include 

crocodiles.  

 

PRIMAVERA  

There are rumors, police or even 

yourself are behind these vigilante 

murders? 

 

DANILO 

I can neither confirm or deny such 

rumors? 

 

PRIMAVERA  

You act like you don’t mind being tied 

to the executions? 

 

DANILO 

Well, we don’t know he was executed at 

all. We just know he was digested. 

 

REPORTER #4 

Was the victim executed somewhere else 

and the body brought here? 

 

DANILO 

The police are still investigating.  

 

PRIMAVERA  

But if it means one less criminal… 

then… you don’t really care…  

 

DANILO 

If they’re killed? That’s part of the 

game. Drugs aren’t just dangerous to 

take. It’s pretty dangerous to sell 

them too. 

 

PRIMAVERA  

Don’t you think that’s a bit cold? 
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DANILO 

I’m not broken up about it, if that’s 

the question. And make all the 

accusations you want. Blast it on the 

TV news, put it on the front of the 

paper. I’ve never murdered anyone and 

don’t even know anyone that has. 

 

REPORTER #1 

How many police do you think might be 

conducting these executions? 

 

DANILO 

I don’t know… 

 

Princess interrupts. Danilo steps back. 

 

PRINCESS  

Let me address that.  

 (beat) 

No police officer has been linked to or 

named even as a person of interest. 

 (beat) 

This appears to me to be the work of 

amateurish vigilantes.  

 

PRIMAVERA  

Why do you say that? 

 

PRINCESS  

They left evidence.  

 (beat) 

A wallet and clothes that might contain 

DNA. 

 

REPORTER #2 

What about possible enemies in the 

criminal underworld? Maybe this wasn’t 

vigilantism. 

 

PRINCESS  

Let me tell you what we know.  

 (beat) 

The crime took place sometime between 

11 pm and 6 am when the zookeeper 

reported debris in the enclosure. The 

victim is assumed to have been Toby 
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Garza, a known associate and lieutenant 

in the El Gato criminal gang. We plan 

on confirming this with DNA. If anyone 

has any information, we ask that they 

call the police crime stoppers number, 

and tips that you leave will be 

strictly confidential.  

 

REPORTER #2 

How many El Gato gang members have been 

executed thus far? Or can you tell us? 

 

Princess shakes her head no. 

 

DANILO 

It’s a dangerous business.  

 

REPORTER #3 

What about reports that he urinated on 

himself before the being thrown to the 

crocs? 

 

PRINCESS  

Well, wouldn’t you? 

 

PRIMAVERA  

Will you be euthanizing the crocs and 

examining the contents of their 

stomachs? 

 

PRINCESS 

No? 

 

PRIMAVERA  

Shouldn’t you do that? 

 

Danilo interrupts.  

 

DANILO 

No.  

 (beat) 

The crocs will not be harmed. They were 

only doing what they do in nature. This 

is their lake and what trash falls into 

it is theirs. 
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Danilo steps away from the microphone. They whisper and move 

their mouths so lipreaders can’t understand. 

 

PRINCESS 

Nice one. 

 

DANILO 

Thank you. 

 

PRINCESS steps to the rostum again.  

 

PRINCESS 

Okay any more questions.  

 

She points to a reporter. 

 

REPORTER #5 

Given that you and the mayor once were 

romantically inclined and now he’s a 

suspect, which of the two of you will 

be resigning? Or will both of you be 

resigning? 

 

PRINCESS 

Suspect? Who said that? 

 

REPORTER #5 

His home was recently sprayed with gun 

fire from a passing vehicle.  

 

PRINCESS 

What? 

 

REPORTER #5 

Well, someone in the criminal 

underworld obviously thinks he’s 

involved and the drive-by was payback. 

 

PRINCESS 

Where are you getting this information? 

 

REPORTER #5 

We journalist have informants too you 

know.  
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PRINCESS 

Wait a second, let’s go back a bit. The 

bad guys don’t name suspects. We name 

suspects. Okay? 

 

REPORTER #5 

Okay, but are you going to answer the 

question? 

 

PRINCESS 

Get this guy out of here. The press 

conference is over. Bunch of damn 

idiots. 

 

Princess turns away from the microphone and puts her hand over 

it as she speaks to Danilo. 

 

PRINCESS 

Someone shot up your house?  

 

DANILO 

A little bit. 

 

PRINCESS 

And you didn’t tell me? 

 

DANILO 

I thought it would make things worse. 

 

PRINCESS 

You did? 

 

DANILO 

Right. 

 

Princess is pissed and exits the stage.  

 

Later… 

 

INT. DANILO HOME – KITCHEN - EARLY MORNING 

 

It’s quiet. The sun is barely up. Danilo awakes. 

 

DANILO (V.O.) 

So this is crazy. I’m such a wimp. Here 

we are faking executions of serious 

drug criminals. Okay. Okay. I 
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understand the status quo and the 

police aren’t working. But how 

embarrassing is it going to be if I’m 

caught. Think of the scandal. A 

Filipino mayor relocating criminals and 

not executing them.  

 

Danilo goes into the dark kitchen. 

 

DANILO (V.O.) 

But I have plausible deniability, don’t 

I?  I mean none of these exiled outlaws 

know who I am. And most are so dumb 

they won’t even remember who asked them 

to leave. 

 (beat) 

And, despite what happened, I’m not a 

priest. I’m a political entity, a 

mayor, and that means the chances are 

good I’ll get away with it. 

 

He flips on the kitchen light. 

 

DANILO (V.O.)  

Still getting caught is gonna be a 

bitch. 

 

And then he sees a kid’s sticker of a black cat on the 

refrigerator door. Danilo freezes and stares at the sticker. 

He’s clearly tense, unnerved. It’s the symbol of the drug gang.  

 

But then he chuckles. 

 

FLASHBACK 

 

INT. DANILO’S HOME - DUSK 

 

The earlier “monster” scene is appended. Jacob has killed the 

monster and Danilo is playing dead on the floor in front of the 

television. The boy pulls a sticker off his plastic sword and 

plants it on Danilo’s forehead. 

 

JACOB 

Dead, bitch! And stay dead! 

 

Danilo opens his eyes. Jessa is embarrassed.  
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BACK TO: 

 

INT. DANILO HOME – KITCHEN - EARLY MORNING 

 

Danilo figures the sticker was put there by his step-son. 

 

DANILO 

(chuckling) 

Those kids and their stickers.  

 

Danilo approaches the refrigerator, touches the black cat 

sticker and chuckles again and as he slowly opens the door, 

inside he finds a dead black cat. 

 

Neatly stacked beside the dead cat are several toys. Some are 

Jacob’s toys and some are Rosa’s dolls. 

 

Jacob arrives in the kitchen and wants in the refrigerator.  

 

DANILO 

Nope. The refrigerator is closed. 

 

JACOB 

But is cereal morning.  

 

DANILO 

I know, but we’re going out this 

morning. 

 

JACOB 

Mom is not going to be happy about 

this. We always eat cereal Saturdays. 

 

DANILO 

Well, let me deal with that okay? 

 

JACOB 

Fine, you deal with it and leave me out 

of it. Okay? 

 

Danilo chuckles. 

 

DANILO 

Go get your sister. You guys get 

dressed and get in the car. And get 

your mommy too.  
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Jacob looks curiously at his stepfather. 

 

DANILO 

There is a monster in the refrigerator 

and I’m standing guard.  

 

Danilo puts his hand behind his back and pulls on the door 

simulating a monster’s escape attempt. 

 

Jacob chuckles. 

 

DANILO 

You need to get everyone to the car as 

a precaution.  

 

The boy doesn’t move. 

 

DANILO 

It’s a serious game. 

 

JACOB 

Oh, okay. A game. Why didn’t you say 

so.  

 

Later… 

 

INT. DANILO HOME – KITCHEN - EARLY MORNING 

 

Danilo is in front of the refrigerator when the children walk 

past him on their way to the car.  

 

JACOB 

 (to Rosa) 

Breakfast dumby. 

 

ROSA 

We always eat at breakfast at home. 

 

JACOB 

It’s only a precaution.  

 

Sleepy Jessa with the baby files by. 

 

JESSA 

Honey, is it our anniversary or 

something? 
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DANILO 

No honey. I’ll be right down. 

 

JESSA 

Okay. But don’t be too long. 

 

EXT. DANILO HOME – DRIVEWAY - EARLY MORNING 

 

The kids, Jessa and the baby enter the car and wait patiently.  

 

INT. DANILO HOME – KITCHEN - EARLY MORNING 

 

The minute everyone is out of the house, Danilo rapidly takes 

the toys from the refrigerator and throws them in the various 

kid’s rooms. It’s done in great haste and mistakes are made.  

 

Danilo takes out a plastic trash liner and stuffs the dead cat 

inside and ties it securely. 

 

He exits the house and throws the trash bag in the bin. 

 

Later… 

 

INT. EATERY – MORNING 

 

Danilo takes them out for breakfast. And the kids love the 

pancakes. Jessa looks lovingly at Danilo. We can assume her 

deceased husband ever took them out for pancakes. 

 

ROLL END CREDITS 

 

INTERRUPT END CREDITS 

 

INT. DANILO HOME – NOONISH 

 

Later that day, Danilo is on the couch watching a basketball 

game. 

 

Jessa opens her fancy new refrigerator. 

 

JESSA 

This fridge is new and already it’s 

filthy! 

 

Jessa begins cleaning the refrigerator.  
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JACOB 

 (yelling) 

What? Rosa put her doll in my room! 

 

He takes the doll and throws it into his sister’s room. 

 

ROSA 

 (also yelling) 

So? He put a soldier in my room. 

 

She takes the soldier and throws it into her brother’s room. 

 

JESSA 

 (yelling) 

Well, both of you left toys in the 

refrigerator! Now, how did that happen? 

 

RESUME END CREDITS 

 

FADE OUT 

 

 

 

 

 


